
The Salvation Equation:     {Grace > Atonement}   Man can now respond: + 
Repentance +Faith →       (and God answers) Conversion + Regeneration + 
Justification + Adoption →Sanctification   
©orleenhaseltine2021   
 

 1 

3/17 Grace
 
3/24 Atonement 
3/31 Repentance 
4/7 Pr. Robin’s Testimony 
4/14 Faith 

4/21 Conversion 
4/28 Regeneration 
5/5 Justification 
 

5/12th Adoption 
5/26th  Sanctification  
Perseverance 

BEGINNING  
PROMO: 
Have you ever wondered if God really sees you?  
Have you ever wondered if God really can love you?  
Have you have ever wondered if God could really forgive your horrible past? 
Have you ever felt worthless even though you love Jesus? 
If we ever have, then we do not understand what happened when we met Jesus at Salvation. 
Come, find out what Jesus’ love really does: 
Soteriology – a.k.a. The Salvation Principle  
Beginning March 17th, Pr. Orleen and the Wednesday Night Crew as we unpack the meaning of our SALVATION.   
 
Soteriology is the branch of theology dealing with the study of salvation. The term comes from the Greek soterion, “salvation,” and is also 
related to soter, “savior.” Soteriology relates to several other branches of theology in that it asks who is saved, by whom, from what, and by 
what means. 
 

• How I met Jesus: 
• Biggest hurdle Jesus and I have walked over: 
• Jesus surprised me with/when: 
• Jesus shows His love to me when: 

 
“Eternal life was the life which Jesus Christ exhibited on the human plane, and it is the same life, not a copy of it, 
which is manifested in our mortal flesh when we are born of God.  Eternal life is not a gift from God, eternal life is 
the gift of God.  The energy and the power which was manifested in Jesus will be manifested in us by the sheer 
sovereign grace of God when once we have made the moral decision about sin…The life that was in Jesus is made 
ours by means of His cross when once we make the decision to be identified with Him.  If it is difficult to get right 
with God, it is because we will not decide definitely abut sin.  Immediately we do decide, the full life of God comes 
in.  Jesus came to give us endless supplies of life:  “that you may be fill with all the fullness of God”…The weakest 
saint can experience the power of the deity of the Son of God once he is willing to “let go”.  Any strand of our own 
energy will blur the life of Jesus.  We have to keep letting go, and slowly and surely the great full life of God will 
invade us in every part, and men will take knowledge of us that we have been with Jesus.”  Oswald Chambers 
 
On forgiveness 
I find that when I think I am asking God to forgive me I am often in reality (unless I watch myself very carefully) 
asking Him to do something quite different. I am asking Him not to forgive me but to excuse me. But there is all 
the difference in the world between forgiving and excusing. Forgiveness says “Yes, you have done this thing, 
but I accept your apology, I will never hold it against you and everything between us two will be exactly as it 
was before.” But excusing says “I see that you couldn’t help it or didn’t mean it, you weren’t really to blame.”. . . 
Real forgiveness means looking steadily at the sin, the sin that is left over without any excuse, after all 
allowances have been made, and seeing it in all its horror, dirt, meanness and malice, and nevertheless being 
wholly reconciled to the man who has done it. 
From The Weight of Glory Compiled in Words to Live By 
The Weight of Glory: And Other Addresses. Copyright © 1949, C. S. Lewis Pte. Ltd. Copyright renewed © 1976, revised 1980 C. S. Lewis Pte. Ltd. All rights 
reserved. Used with permission of HarperCollins Publishers. Words to Live By: A Guide for the Merely Christian. Copyright © 2007 by C. S. Lewis Pte. Ltd. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission of HarperCollins Publishers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://link.biblegateway.com/click/23538376.52650/aHR0cHM6Ly9iaWJsZWdhdGV3YXkuY2hyaXN0aWFuYm9vay5jb20vQ2hyaXN0aWFuL0Jvb2tzL3Byb2R1Y3Q_aXNibj05NzgwMDYwNjUzMjAw/5ef56338b2a26341d77a75eeB46e25f22
https://link.biblegateway.com/click/23538376.52650/aHR0cHM6Ly9iaWJsZWdhdGV3YXkuY2hyaXN0aWFuYm9vay5jb20vQ2hyaXN0aWFuL0Jvb2tzL3Byb2R1Y3Q_aXNibj05NzgwMDYxMjA5MTIz/5ef56338b2a26341d77a75eeC7df41a25
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“Eternal life is not a gift from God, eternal life is the gift of God.”  Oswald Chambers 
 
Hebrews 10:7   HCSB 
Since the law has only a shadow of the good things to come, and not the actual form of those realities, it can never perfect the worshipers by 
the same sacrifices they continually offer year after year. 2 Otherwise, wouldn’t they have stopped being offered, since the worshipers, once 
purified, would no longer have any consciousness of sins? 3 But in the sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is impossible for 
the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.5 Therefore, as He was coming into the world, He said: 
You did not want sacrifice and offering, but You prepared a body for Me. 
6 You did not delight in whole burnt offerings and sin offerings. 
7 Then I said, “See— it is written about Me in the volume of the scroll—I have come to do Your will, God!”  
8 After He says above, You did not want or delight in sacrifices and offerings, whole burnt offerings and sin offerings (which are offered 
according to the law), 9 He then says, See, I have come to do Your will. He takes away the first to establish the second. 10 By this will of God, 
we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once and for all. 
 
 
OPENING: 
Where we have been 
Tonight where we are going 
HOW one can live this/Ramifications on/in our life 
 
 
 

You’ve got about 30 seconds to capture people’s interest or lose them. 
• The best way to do this is to establish common ground. 
• Tell a story. 
• Talk about a tension or problem everyone faces. 

Introduce the subject in a way that establishes why it matters. 
Orient people to your topic (talk about the series, where you’re at and 
why it matters). 

 
“And I will give them eternal life, and they shall never perish;  

neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.” 
John 10:28 (NKJV) 

 
The Salvation Equation:     {Grace > Atonement}   Man can now respond: + Repentance +Faith →       
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• What happens when we pray the prayer of Salvation?   
• Are we scrubbed clean?  Or??? 
• Do you ever feel like you are not really saved? 
• Do you question how much God has forgiven…if there are some things that He has not?   
• Do you ever feel like your sins are just too big for God to forgive?   
• Is there something you can do to lose your salvation? 

 
Recap Last Week:  THANK YOU, PR. DYLAN 
Philippians 2:12-18 Advance the Gospel of Christ 
 
 

 
Opening Prayer:  Luke 24:25 

Then He opened their mind to understand the Scriptures. 
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Sanctification 
(& the Role of Perseverance) 

Define perseverance. Find a verse that says 1° of glory to another. Sanctification is gods process with us in a long 
obedience in the same direction. Perseverance is our part. One step at a time. 
 
SANCTIFICATION 
Separation from evil, Dedication to God  
 

Sanctification: The process of Separation from evil and Dedication to God 
Perseverance:  A long obedience in the direction of God  

God Sanctifies; We persevere 
 
Matthew 5:48  HCSB  
“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 
 
ASK:  

• What does Matthew encourage us to do?  {BE perfect.} 
 

Does Salvation make us perfect? 
Baptism in water? 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit w/evidence of speaking in tongues? 

 
So what is this ‘Perfect’???? 
 
Matthew 5 HCSB 
The Sermon on the Mount 
5 When He saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain, and after He sat down, His disciples came to 
Him. 2 Then[a] He began to teach them, saying: 
The Beatitudes 
3 “The poor in spirit are blessed, for the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 
4 Those who mourn are blessed, for they will be comforted. 
5 The gentle are blessed, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are blessed, for they will be filled. 
7 The merciful are blessed, for they will be shown mercy. 
8 The pure in heart are blessed, for they will see God. 
9 The peacemakers are blessed, for they will be called sons of God. 
10 Those who are persecuted for righteousness are blessed, for the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 
11 “You are blessed when they insult and persecute you and falsely say every kind of evil against you because of 
Me. 12 Be glad and rejoice, because your reward is great in heaven. For that is how they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. 
Believers Are Salt and Light 
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt should lose its taste, how can it be made salty? It’s no longer good 
for anything but to be thrown out and trampled on by men. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and puts it 
under a basket,[b] but rather on a lampstand, and it gives light for all who are in the house. 16 In the same way, let 
your light shine[c] before men, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
Christ Fulfills the Law 
17 “Don’t assume that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 For I 
assure you: Until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter[d] or one stroke of a letter will pass from the 
law until all things are accomplished.19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commands and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23237a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23250b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23251c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23253d
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teaches people to do so will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever practices and teaches these 
commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses 
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Murder Begins in the Heart 
21 “You have heard that it was said to our ancestors,[e] Do not murder,[f] and whoever murders will be subject to 
judgment. 22 But I tell you, everyone who is angry with his brother[g] will be subject to judgment. And whoever 
says to his brother, ‘Fool!’[h] will be subject to the Sanhedrin. But whoever says, ‘You moron!’ will be subject to 
hellfire.[i] 23 So if you are offering your gift on the altar, and there you remember that your brother has something 
against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled with your brother, and then 
come and offer your gift.25 Reach a settlement quickly with your adversary while you’re on the way with him, or 
your adversary will hand you over to the judge, the judge to[j] the officer, and you will be thrown into prison. 26 I 
assure you: You will never get out of there until you have paid the last penny![k] 
Adultery in the Heart 
27 “You have heard that it was said, Do not commit adultery.[l]28 But I tell you, everyone who looks at a woman to 
lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it 
out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of the parts of your body than for your whole body to be 
thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you 
lose one of the parts of your body than for your whole body to go into hell! 
Divorce Practices Censured 
31 “It was also said, Whoever divorces his wife must give her a written notice of divorce.[m] 32 But I tell you, 
everyone who divorces his wife, except in a case of sexual immorality,[n] causes her to commit adultery. And 
whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
Tell the Truth 
33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to our ancestors,[o] You must not break your oath, but you must keep 
your oaths to the Lord.[p] 34 But I tell you, don’t take an oath at all: either by heaven, because it is God’s 
throne; 35 or by the earth, because it is His footstool; or by Jerusalem, because it is the city of the great 
King.36 Neither should you swear by your head, because you cannot make a single hair white or black. 37 But let 
your word ‘yes’ be ‘yes,’ and your ‘no’ be ‘no.’[q] Anything more than this is from the evil one. 
Go the Second Mile 
38 “You have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.[r] 39 But I tell you, don’t resist[s] an 
evildoer. On the contrary, if anyone slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 As for the one 
who wants to sue you and take away your shirt,[t] let him have your coat[u] as well. 41 And if anyone forces[v] you 
to go one mile, go with him two. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and don’t turn away from the one who wants to 
borrow from you. 
Love Your Enemies 
43 “You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor[w] and hate your enemy. 44 But I tell you, love your 
enemies[x] and pray for those who[y] persecute you, 45 so that you may be[z] sons of your Father in heaven. For He 
causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 For if you 
love those who love you, what reward will you have? Don’t even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you 
greet only your brothers, what are you doing out of the ordinary?[aa] Don’t even the Gentiles[ab] do the 
same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
 
Deuteronomy18:13-14 
13 You must be blameless before the Lord your God. 14 Though these nations you are about to 
drive out listen to fortune-tellers and diviners, the Lord your God has not permitted 
(appointed) you to do this. 
 
In other words: 
James 1:2-4  HCSB 
2 Consider it a great joy, my brothers, whenever you experience various trials, 3 knowing that 
the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 But endurance must do its complete work, so 
that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23256e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23256f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23257g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23257h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23257i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23260j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23261k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23262l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23266m
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23267n
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23268o
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23268p
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23272q
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23273r
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23274s
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23275t
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23275u
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23276v
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23278w
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23279x
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23279y
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23280z
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23282aa
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23282ab
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• What other word does James use for ‘Perfect”?  {Mature} 
• What two things come before this maturity?  

{Endurance (perseverance) which is honed through testing/trials} 
 
 
Mature in Greek:  Teleios 
Reflects the biblical idea of maturity, defined as a right relationship with God that bears fruit 
in a sincere endeavor to love him with all one’s heart in undivided devotion, obedience and 
blamelessness.  
 

“God never destroys the work of His own hands, He removes what would pervert it, that is 
all. Maturity is the stage where the whole life has been brought under the control of God.”  
Oswald Chambers 
 

So how does Sanctification work: 
 
2 Corinthians 3:18   HCSB 
18 We all, with unveiled faces, are looking as in a mirror at[a] the glory of the Lord and are 
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory;[b] this is from the Lord who is the 
Spirit.[c] 
Footnotes 

a. 2 Corinthians 3:18 Or are reflecting 
b. 2 Corinthians 3:18 Progressive glorification or sanctification 
c. 2 Corinthians 3:18 Or from the Spirit of the Lord, or from the Lord, the Spirit 

 
Defining Sanctification 

Be Perfect 
Beatitudes: Salt & Light, 

Practice & Teach the Commandments, 
Being reconciled, Honor marriage, 

Speak Truth, Give, Love your enemies. 
Blameless.  Mature.  Under God’s control. 

Happens in stages. 
 
Romans 6:1-13  HCSB 
 
The New Life in Christ 
6 What should we say then? Should we continue in sin so that grace may 
multiply? 2 Absolutely not! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 
Sanctification Action: 
 

{As believers, we have died to sin in order to obtain that grace, so it make no sense 
for us to keep on living the sinful life we have purposely abandoned.} 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+3%3A18&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-28859a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+3%3A18&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-28859b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+3%3A18&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-28859c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+3%3A18&version=HCSB#en-HCSB-28859
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+3%3A18&version=HCSB#en-HCSB-28859
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+3%3A18&version=HCSB#en-HCSB-28859


The Salvation Equation:     {Grace > Atonement}   Man can now respond: + Repentance 
+Faith →        (and God answers) Conversion + Regeneration + Justification + Adoption 
→Sanctification   
©orleenhaseltine2021  
 

 6  

 3 Or are you unaware that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in a new way 

of life. 
Sanctification Action: 
 

{When we accept Jesus, our old life died and we were raised up to new life that 
reflects Jesus’ character and nature.} 

 
 5 For if we have been joined with Him in the likeness of His death, we will certainly also be in 
the likeness of His resurrection. 
Sanctification Action: 
 

{We shall be united with Christ in resurrection.}   
 

 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that sin’s dominion over the 
body may be abolished, so that we may no longer be enslaved to sin, 7 since a person who has 
died is freed from sin’s claims. 
Sanctification Action: 
 

{Believers are no longer slaves to sin.  Habitual repetition.}                                                                                                                            
 
  8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him, 9 because we know 
that Christ, having been raised from the dead, will not die again. Death no longer rules over 
Him. 10 For in light of the fact that He died, He died to sin once for all; but in light of the fact 
that He lives, He lives to God. 11 So, you too consider yourselves dead to sin but alive to God 
in Christ Jesus.  
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, so that you obey its desires. 13 And do 
not offer any parts of it to sin as weapons for unrighteousness. But as those who are alive from 
the dead, offer yourselves to God, and all the parts of yourselves to God as weapons for 
righteousness. 
Sanctification Action: 
 

{Do not give into sin, lustful thoughts or desires.}                                                                                                                                 
 

Defining Sanctification 
Be Perfect 

Beatitudes: Salt & Light, 
Practice & Teach the Commandments, 

Being reconciled, Honor marriage, 
Speak Truth, Give, Love your enemies. 

Blameless.  Mature.  Under God’s control. 
Happens in stages.  Dead to sin.  New way of life. 

Promise of the Resurrection.  No longer stuck in habitual sin.   
Not feeding our sinful desires. 
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The Example of Simon the Sorcerer: 

Acts 8:1-25   HCSB 
8 Saul agreed with putting him to death. 
On that day a severe persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the 
apostles were scattered throughout the land of Judea and Samaria. 2 Devout men buried 
Stephen and mourned deeply over him. 3 Saul, however, was ravaging the church. He would 
enter house after house, drag off men and women, and put them in prison. 
Philip in Samaria 
4 So those who were scattered went on their way preaching the message of good news. 5 Philip 
went down to a[a] city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to them. 6 The crowds paid 
attention with one mind to what Philip said, as they heard and saw the signs he was 
performing. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who were 
possessed, and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 So there was great joy in 
that city. 
The Response of Simon 
9 A man named Simon had previously practiced sorcery in that city and astounded the 
Samaritan people, while claiming to be somebody great. 10 They all paid attention to him, from 
the least of them to the greatest, and they said, “This man is called the Great Power of 
God!” 11 They were attentive to him because he had astounded them with his sorceries for a 
long time. 12 But when they believed Philip, as he preached the good news about the kingdom 
of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. 13 Then even Simon 
himself believed. And after he was baptized, he went around constantly with Philip and was 
astounded as he observed the signs and great miracles that were being performed. 
Simon’s Sin 
14 When the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had welcomed God’s 
message, they sent Peter and John to them.15 After they went down there, they prayed for them, 
so the Samaritans might receive the Holy Spirit. 16 For He had not yet come down on any of 
them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John laid 
their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
18 When Simon saw that the Holy[d] Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ 
hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power too, so that anyone I lay hands 
on may receive the Holy Spirit.” 
20 But Peter told him, “May your silver be destroyed with you, because you thought the gift of 
God could be obtained with money! 21 You have no part or share in this matter, because your 
heart is not right before God. 22 Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the 
Lord that the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see you are poisoned by 
bitterness and bound by iniquity.” 
24 “Please pray to the Lord for me,” Simon replied, “so that nothing you have said may 
happen to me.” 
25 Then, after they had testified and spoken the message of the Lord, they traveled back to 
Jerusalem, evangelizing many villages of the Samaritans. 
 
The Problem of Simon: 
 
Moved by emotion but not saved? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A1-25&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-27182a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A9-25&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-27195d
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(Belief Gnosticism grew from Simon.  He did leave Samaria and (Simon Magus [Magician]) begin a cult – 
Simonians.  
Simony: Paying for a position of authority in the church. 
Justin Martyr (in his Apologies, and in a lost work against heresies, which Irenaeus used as his main 
source) and Irenaeus (Adversus Haereses) record that after being cast out by the Apostles he came 
to Rome where, having joined to himself a profligate woman of the name of Helen, he gave out that it 
was he who appeared among the Jews as the Son, in Samaria as the Father and among other nations 
as the Holy Spirit. 
 
ASK:  So WHAT was Simon’s Problem? 

• Not letting go of the hold of the OLD 
• Liking the feeling of what the old habits fed in his life? 
• How satisfying will this new thing be? 
• Not wanting to go through the work of change?  Transition? 
• FEAR? 

 
Simon did NOT live Romans 
 
Seeing as God sees: 
1 Samuel 16:7 
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or his stature, because I have 
rejected him. Man does not see what the Lord sees,[a] for man sees what is visible,[b] but 
the Lord sees the heart.”  
Footnotes 

a. 1 Samuel 16:7 LXX reads God does not see as a man sees 
b. 1 Samuel 16:7 Lit what is of the eyes 

 
 

Sanctification: The process of Separation from evil and Dedication to God 
Perseverance:  A long obedience in the direction of God  

God Sanctifies; We Persevere 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On_the_Detection_and_Overthrow_of_the_So-Called_Gnosis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16%3A7&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-7603a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16%3A7&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-7603b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16%3A7&version=HCSB#en-HCSB-7603
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16%3A7&version=HCSB#en-HCSB-7603
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NOTes: 
6. Philip the evangelist 

8:1–40 

Luke seems to have regarded Stephen and Philip as a pair.  
• Both men belonged to the Seven, and so had social responsibilities in the Jerusalem church (6:5).  
• Yet both were also preaching evangelists (6:10; 8:5),  
• and both performed public signs and wonders (6:8; 8:6).  
• In addition, Luke saw the ministry of both men as helping to pave the way for the Gentile mission.  

Stephen’s contribution lay in his teaching about the temple, the law and the Christ, and in the effects of his 
martyrdom, while Philip’s lay in his bold evangelization of the Samaritans and of an Ethiopian leader. For the Jews 
regarded the Samaritans as heretical outsiders and Ethiopia as ‘the extreme boundary of the habitable world in the 
hot south’. 

A notable feature of this chapter is the currency it gives to two distinctively Christian words for evangelism. 
Luke has already described the apostles as bearing witness to Christ, announcing (katangellein, 4:2) their message, 
devoting themselves to the ministry of the word of God, and teaching the people. But now he introduces the verb 
kērysso (‘to herald’) in relation to Philip’s proclamation of Christ (5), and popularizes the verb euangelizō (‘to bring 
good news’). The latter he has used once before (5:42), but in this chapter it occurs five times. Twice the object of 
the verb is the towns or villages evangelized (25, 40), while the other three times the object is the message itself, 
namely the good news of ‘the word’ (4), of ‘the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ’ (12), and simply of 
‘Jesus’ (35). This is a salutary reminder that there can be no evangelism without an evangel, and that 
Christian evangelism presupposes the good news of Jesus Christ. Effective evangelism becomes possible only 
when the church recovers both the biblical gospel and a joyful confidence in its truth, relevance and power. 

In the first four verses Luke sets the scene for the evangelistic exploits of Philip which he is about to narrate, 
beginning with this statement: And Saul was there (at Stephen’s martyrdom), giving approval to his death (1a). 
Luke appears to be drawing attention to a threefold chain of cause and effect. 

First, Stephen’s martyrdom brought a great persecution … against the church at Jerusalem. It began on 
that day, the day of Stephen’s death, and it broke out with the ferocity of a sudden storm (1b). True, not every 
inhabitant of the city was in opposition, for there were godly men (probably pious Jews rather than believers) who 
buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him (2), deploring the injustice of his death. They will have taken a 
considerable personal risk by thus identifying with Stephen. In contrast, Saul, who had approved of Stephen’s 
stoning (1a, cf. 22:20), now began to destroy the church (3a). The verb lumainō expresses ‘a brutal and sadistic 
cruelty’. Making a house-to-house search for believers, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison (3b). 
Not only did he not spare the women, but he did not stop short of seeking—and securing—his victims’ death (9:1; 
22:4; 26:10). Saul of Tarsus had blood on his hands, for several others followed Stephen into martyrdom. 

Secondly, the great persecution led to a great dispersion: all except the apostles were scattered throughout 
Judea and Samaria (1c). Luke remembers how the risen Lord commanded his followers to be his witnesses ‘in all 
Judea and Samaria’ (1:8), as well as in Jerusalem; now he shows how the commission was fulfilled as a result of 
persecution. We are very familiar with the Jewish diaspora, which had led to the propagation of Judaism; ‘this was 
the beginning of the Dispersion of the New Israel’, which led to the dissemination of the gospel. Stephen’s speech 
had been truly prophetic. Jerusalem and the temple now begin to fade from view, as Christ calls his people out and 
accompanies them. No blame is attached to the apostles for staying behind. Jerusalem would still for a while be the 
headquarters of the new Christian community, and they evidently saw it as their duty to remain there. Besides, it 
would have been dangerous for them to leave, even if the persecution was directed more against ‘Hellenists’ like 
Stephen than against ‘Hebraists’ like them. 
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Thirdly, if Stephen’s martyrdom led to persecution, and the persecution to the dispersion, the dispersion 
now resulted is widespread evangelism. The scattering of the Christians was followed by the scattering of the 
good seed of the gospel. For those who had been scattered, as they fled, far from going into hiding, or even 
maintaining a prudential silence, preached the word wherever they went (4). Up to this point it was the apostles 
who had given the lead in evangelism, in defiance of the Sanhedrin’s ban, violence and threats; now, however, as 
the apostles stayed in Jerusalem, it was the generality of believers who took up the evangelistic task. Not that they 
all became ‘preachers’ or ‘missionaries’ as a full-time vocation. The statement that they ‘preached the word’ is 
misleading; the Greek expression does not necessarily mean more than ‘shared the good news’. Philip was soon to 
preach to the Samaritan crowds (6); it is better to think of the other refugees as lay witnesses (‘nameless amateur 
missionaries’). 

What is plain is that the devil (who lurks behind all persecution of the church) over-reached himself. His attack 
had the opposite effect to what he intended. Instead of smothering the gospel, persecution succeeded only in 
spreading it. As Bengel comments, ‘the wind increases the flame’. An instructive modern parallel is what happened 
in 1949 in China when the National Government was defeated by the Communists. Six hundred and thirty-seven 
China Inland Mission missionaries were obliged to leave. It seemed a total disaster. Yet within four years 286 of 
them had been redeployed in South-East Asia and Japan, while the national Christians in China, even under severe 
persecution, began to multiply and now total thirty or forty times the number they were when the missionaries left 
(the exact figures are not known). 

Having set the scene in the first four verses of the chapter, Luke goes on to give us two examples of early 
Christian evangelism, in both of which Philip was the chief actor. He may have obtained the facts from the 
lips of Philip himself, for about twenty years later he stayed in his home in Caesarea (21:8). 

1. Philip the evangelist and a Samaritan city (8:5–25) 

It is hard for us to conceive the boldness of the step Philip took in preaching the gospel to Samaritans. For the 
hostility between Jews and Samaritans had lasted a thousand years. It began with the break-up of the monarchy 
in the tenth century BC when ten tribes defected, making Samaria their capital, and only two tribes remained loyal 
to Jerusalem. It became steadily worse when Samaria was captured by Assyria in 722 BC, thousands of its 
inhabitants were deported, and the country was re-populated by foreigners. In the sixth century BC, when the Jews 
returned to their land, they refused the help of the Samaritans in the rebuilding of the temple. Not till the 
fourth century BC, however, did the Samaritan schism harden, with the building of their rival temple on Mount 
Gerizim and their repudiation of all Old Testament Scripture except the Pentateuch. The Samaritans were 
despised by the Jews as hybrids in both race and religion, as both heretics and schismatics. John summed up the 
situation in his simple statement that ‘Jews do not associate with Samaritans’. Jesus’ sympathy for them, however, 
is already apparent in Luke’s Gospel.7 Now in Acts 8 Luke is obviously excited by the evangelization of the 
Samaritans and their incorporation in the Messianic community. 

It is uncertain which city Philip evangelized, since some manuscripts read a city in Samaria (as NIV) and others 
‘the city of Samaria’. The better attested reading has the definite article, in which case ‘the city’ (presumably 
meaning ‘the capital city’ or ‘the principal city’) is likely to have been either the Old Testament town called 
‘Samaria’, which Herod the Great had renamed ‘Sebastos’ in honour of the emperor Augustus, or the ancient 
Shechem, which by then was called ‘Neapolis’ and is now ‘Nablus’. On the other hand, a city in (the province of) 
Samaria may be correct, since neither in this verse nor in verse 25 does Luke seem concerned to identify the city 
or villages in question. 

Luke’s concern is rather to tell us what happened in the city. He unfolds the story in five stages. 

a. Philip evangelizes the city (8:5–8) 

The evangelist both proclaimed the Christ to the Samaritans (5), since they too were expecting a Messiah, and 
performed miraculous signs (6), exorcizing evil spirits, which uttered wild shrieks as they left their victims, and 
healing many paralytics and cripples (7). Some think of these miracles as special to Philip; others think of them as 
demonstrating a norm for evangelism. What is certain is that, since neither Stephen nor Philip was an apostle, 
Scripture does not warrant a rigid restriction of miracles to the apostles. At any rate, hearing Philip’s message and 
seeing his signs, the crowds … all paid close attention to what he said (6), and the combination of salvation and 
healing brought great joy to the city (8). 

b. Simon Magus professes faith (8:9–13) 
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For some time before Philip arrived in the city, it had been under a very different influence. A man named Simon 
had practised sorcery in the city. He had amazed all the people of Samaria, even in the region beyond the city, not 
only by his magic arts (11) but also by his extravagant claims (9). For he boasted that he was someone great, even 
‘momentous’ (JB). And all the people, ‘eminent citizens and ordinary people alike’ (JB), who seem to have been a 
gullible group, actually stated that this man is the divine power known as the Great Power (10). Commentators are 
not agreed about the meaning of this phrase. Haenchen considers it clear ‘that “the great power” was a Samaritan 
designation for the supreme deity’, and that ‘Simon declared that this deity had come to earth in his person for the 
redemption of men’. Others think it more probable that Simon regarded himself, and came to be regarded, 
as some kind of emanation or representative of the divine being. Certainly in the middle of the second century 
Justin Martyr, who himself came from Samaria, described ‘a Samaritan, Simon’, who ‘did mighty acts of magic’, 
so that ‘he was considered a god’ and was worshipped not only by ‘almost all the Samaritans’ but even by some in 
Rome who erected a statue in his honour. Towards the end of the second century Irenaeus represented him both as 
‘glorified by man as if he were “a god” ’ and as the author of ‘all sorts of heresies’, while by the third century he 
had come to be seen as the originator of Gnosticism and the arch-enemy of the apostle Peter. But this is more 
romance than history. 

Now, however, in Samaria, Simon found himself challenged by Philip. It is not just that Philip’s miracles 
rivalled Simon’s magic. It is rather that, whereas Simon boasted of himself, Philip preached the good news of the 
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ (12). The people first ‘paid close attention to what he said’ (6a), and 
then believed Philip. Luke seems to mean that they believed Philip’s gospel, in other words were converted, for 
they then were baptised, both men and women (12b). It is less clear what Luke intends us to understand by his 
next statement that Simon himself believed and was baptised and followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the 
great signs and miracles he saw (13). He who had amazed others was himself now amazed. There is no need 
to suppose that he was only pretending to believe. Nor, on the other hand, did he exercise saving faith, for 
Peter was later to declare that his heart was ‘not right before God’ (21). Calvin suggests that we should seek 
‘some middle position between faith and mere pretence’. Probably ‘the sorcerer believed to all appearances 
as the rest did; he professed belief, became a convert in the view of others, and in the customary way, by 
submitting to the rite of baptism’.13 New Testament language does not always distinguish between believing 
and professing to believe. 

c. The apostles send Peter and John (8:14–17) 

The apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God (14). This is more than a matter-of-
fact statement; it seems to be almost a technical expression by which Luke signals an important new stage in the 
advance of the gospel.  

• He has used it in reference to the Day of Pentecost when three thousand Jews ‘accepted his [Peter’s] 
message’ (2:41).  

• He uses it here of the first Samaritans who ‘accepted the word of God’.  
• And he will use it again after the conversion of Cornelius, when the apostles heard that ‘the Gentiles 

also had received the word of God’ (11:1). Further, in all three developments Peter played a decisive 
role, using the keys of the kingdom (though Luke does not refer to this) to open it successively to Jews, 
Samaritans and Gentiles. 

When the apostles heard about the conversion of Samaritans, they sent two of their number, Peter and John, 
to investigate (14). It was particularly appropriate that one of them was John, since Luke describes him in 
his gospel as wanting on one occasion to call fire down from heaven to consume a Samaritan city. Now his 
desire is to see the Samaritans saved, not destroyed. When they arrived, they discovered (we are not told how) 
that, although the Samaritans had received both the gospel and Christian baptism, they had not yet received the 
Spirit. So they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (15), because (Luke explains) he had not yet 
come upon any of them; they had simply been baptised into the name (that is, into the allegiance, even into the 
ownership) of the Lord Jesus (16). In addition to praying for them, Peter and John placed their hands on them, thus 
identifying the people for whom they prayed, and in answer to their prayers, they received the Holy Spirit (17). 
Luke is as unforthcoming about how the apostles knew that the people had received the Spirit as he was about how 
they knew that they had previously not received him. Some attribute their knowledge to the gift of discernment; 
others suggest that there was visible public evidence, whether speaking in tongues as on the Day of Pentecost, or 
their exalted joy or bold testimony. 
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I think Professor Howard Marshall is right to call verse 16 (‘the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of 
them; they had simply been baptised into the name of the Lord Jesus’) ‘perhaps the most extraordinary statement 
in Acts’. For Peter had promised the gift of the Spirit to those who repented (the corollary of faith) and were baptized 
(2:38). How, then, could the Samaritans have believed and been baptized and not received the Spirit? The question 
has caused Christian readers much puzzlement and division, and we will return to it shortly. 

d. Simon tries to buy power (8:18–24) 

When he saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, Simon the sorcerer, whom we might 
also call Simon the superstitious, to whom the apostles appeared ‘extraordinarily gifted practitioners of religious 
magic’, offered them money (18) in exchange for the power to bestow the Spirit on people through the laying-on of 
his hands (19). 

Peter immediately rebuked him, outspokenly and publicly, for imagining that God’s gift could be bought (20). 
He added that Simon could have no part or share in this ministry because his heart was not right before God (21). 
He therefore called on him to repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord, for perhaps then the Lord would 
forgive him for entertaining such an evil thought in his mind (22), even though he was full of bitterness and captive 
to sin (23). Ever since that day, the attempt to turn the spiritual into the commercial, to traffic in the things 
of God, and especially to purchase ecclesiastical office, has been termed ‘simony’. 

Simon’s response to Peter’s rebuke was not encouraging. He showed no sign of repentance, or even of 
contrition. Instead of praying for forgiveness, as Peter had urged him to do (22), he felt so incapable of praying, or 
so distrustful of his own prayers, that he asked Peter to pray for him instead. What really concerned him was not 
that he might receive God’s pardon, but only that he might escape God’s judgment, with which Peter had threatened 
him. (24). It is true that the Bezan text adds that he ‘did not stop weeping copiously’. But these words are not 
original; and if they were, Simon’s tears will have been tears of remorse or rage, not of repentance. 

e. Peter and John evangelize many Samaritan villages (8:25) 

Once the apostolic mission was fulfilled, and the Samaritans had received the Spirit, Peter and John stayed on for 
an unspecified period to proclaim the word of the Lord, presumably teaching the new converts. Then they returned 
to Jerusalem. Not directly, however. They visited many Samaritan villages on the way, in order to preach the gospel 
in them also, and so to gather in more Samaritan converts (25).1 
 
 
WORD WEALTH 
8:1 church, ecclesia (ek-klay-see-ah); Strong’s #1577: Used in secular Greek for an assembly of citizens 
and in the Septuagint for the congregation of Israel. The NT uses the word in the former sense in 19:32, 39, 
41, and in the latter sense in 7:38 and Heb. 2:12. The dominant use in the NT is to describe an assembly or 
company of Christians in the following ways: 1) the whole body of Christians; 2) a local church 
constituting a company of Christians gathering for worship, sharing, and teaching; 3) churches in a district. 
Other related terms are: “spiritual house,” “chosen race,” and “God’s people.” (Compare “ecclesiastic” and 
“ecclesiastical.”) The survival of the Christian church against all its opponents is assured in Jesus’ words 
from Matt. 16:18, “On this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” 
 
8:4 God turns evil into good (Rom. 8:28). The first official persecution of the church drove the Christians out of 
Jerusalem, and they preached the gospel everywhere they went. 
8:5 Philip was another nonapostle like Stephen (6:8), but that was no hindrance to his miracle ministry. Miracles 
themselves do not bring salvation, but they often attract people to the message.  
The miracles of the Bible are “signs,” in that each one has an important spiritual message to convey, as 
well as serving to confirm the veracity of the word of the gospel (Mark 16:20). 
8:14 Since the Samaritans were the first non-Jews to receive the gospel, the Jerusalem church sent Peter and John 
to Samaria as an official, apostolic delegation to investigate (see John 4:9 for Jewish-Samaritan relationships). 
This was a direct fulfillment of 1:8. 

 
1 Stott, J. R. W. (1994). The message of Acts: the Spirit, the church & the world (pp. 144–151). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus65ac?ref=Bible.Ac8.1-40&off=15393
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8:15 This passage has been subject to unnecessary debate. The sequence of events described in v. 12 leaves little 
doubt that the Samaritans had become Christians. They had already had a conversion experience with the Holy 
Spirit, evidenced by their water baptism (vv. 12, 16). Now, through the ministry of the apostles, they are being led 
into another significant experience with the Holy Spirit, which Luke describes both as “receiving the Holy Spirit,” 
including their allowing Him to “fall upon” them. (See Introduction to Acts: The Holy Spirit at Work for the 
fluidity of Luke’s terms.) This, therefore, may best be seen in the sense of their initial baptism with the Holy 
Spirit. See also note on 1:5. 
8:18 Simon evidently saw some outward phenomenon that convinced him that the Samaritan converts had 
received the Holy Spirit . . . through the laying on of the apostles’ hands. Although Luke does not identify the 
external manifestation, many commentators agree that it may likely have been speaking in tongues. Your money 
perish . . . iniquity: Simon’s quest to buy the ability to impart the power of the Spirit was his obvious sin, 
including a more subtle evil is his desire to use the power of God for his own gain. The word “simony,” which is 
the buying and selling of church offices and influence, originates here. Some ask, Was Simon really saved? 
“Simon himself also believed” and “was baptized” (v. 13), but Peter’s scathing rebuke (v. 21) leaves us uncertain 
about where Simon really stood with God. Furthermore, the early writings of church history continue to depict 
Simon as a father of heresies.2 

8:1 Since the persecution of the Jerusalem church did not target the apostles, its focus was probably on Hellenistic 
Jewish Christians—a fact consistent with Jerusalem’s continuing to remain Hebraic Christianity’s focal point. 

8:9 Though Simon Magus was well known in post-apostolic Christianity as a heretic and the founder of Gnosticism, 
little can be drawn from this brief reference. Although he was baptized, his belief seems inadequate, being fixated 
on signs and miracles (vv. 13, 18). Peter later discerned that Simon’s heart was not right before God (v. 21).3 

 

 
SIMON—INFATUATED WITH POWER 

 8:9–24  Simon illustrates a common habit of new believers—trying to use their newfound faith to 
justify old, sinful habits, or, in their zeal, “help God out.” In his case, preoccupation with power, 
especially spiritual power, motivated him to try to buy the Holy Spirit’s power (Acts 8:19). It took a 
sharp rebuke from Peter to help him realize that following Christ involves fundamental changes in 
one’s motives and attitudes. Old values must give way to new (2 Cor. 5:17). 

In the end, Simon may have changed his ways, as his plea for mercy suggests (Acts 8:24). 
Nevertheless, his name lives in infamy in the term “simony,” which means the buying or selling of 
a church office. 

 
 8:9  Referred to as: “The great power of God.” 
Home: Samaria 
Occupation: sorcerer, meaning that he was involoved in occult practices (see Rev. 18:23). 
Remembered today for: Trying to buy the power of the Holy Spirit with money. 
 
 

“GIVE ME POWER!” 
 8:18–19  Simon’s request (Acts 8:18–19) was motivated by the same illusion of power that drives 
so many in today’s business, political, and entertainment arenas. Popular culture invests actors, 
sports figures, and other celebrities with the appearance of unusual significance. Even among 
Christians there exists a strong tendency to create power figures out of preachers, singers, 

 
2 Hayford, J. W. (Ed.). (1997). Spirit filled life study Bible (electronic ed., Ac 7:60–8:18). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 
3 Porter, S. E. (2017). Acts. In T. Cabal (Ed.), CSB Apologetics Study Bible (pp. 1358–1359). Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/sflstbib?ref=Bible.Ac7.60&off=1966
https://ref.ly/logosres/csbapostudy?ref=BibleHCSB.Ac8.1
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writers, and parachurch leaders. But God’s power has little or nothing to do with outward 
appearances or worldly acclaim. 

Simon had adopted the world’s perspective on power. Showered with uncritical adulation 
(Acts 8:9–10), he became obsessed with himself and his supposed importance. Tragically, he 
viewed others through the same distorted lens. 

What about you? Have you succumbed to the illusion of power? Consider: 
(1) How much time and energy do you devote to fantasizing about how great you could 

become? 
(2) Do you pay attention only to those who stroke your ego? Or do you listen to those who 

aren’t impressed with your status and will level with you about weaknesses? 
(3) How much do status and position define who you are? Suppose you were to lose it all—

what then? 
 

God’s power is vastly different from the world’s. See “Power” at Acts 14 
 
SIMON MAGUS A magician in the region of Samaria who attempted to purchase the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Simon Magus in Acts 
Simon Magus is mentioned only in the narrative of Acts 8:5–25. Although his magic amazes the people of 
Samaria, it is surpassed by the Holy Spirit’s power. After seeing Philip perform signs and miracles, Simon 
becomes a believer. However, he misguidedly offers to buy the Spirit’s power from the apostles, prompting a 
rebuke from Peter. 
Simon’s Conversion 
Acts 8:5–8 recounts Philip’s ministry in a city of Samaria. Upon arriving, Philip begins to proclaim Christ and 
perform signs, resulting in great joy among the Samaritans. Acts 8:9–11 introduces Simon as a magician who not 
only astounds the people but also claims to be someone great. The text stresses the widespread appeal of Simon’s 
sorcery, which the people attribute to supernatural powers: “This man is the power of God that is called Great” 
(Acts 8:11 NET). Barrett says that Simon “inculcated the belief that of all the Powers of God he was the great 
one” (Barrett, Acts, 407). However, the manifestation of God’s power through Philip’s ministry supersedes 
Simon’s influence, allowing him to baptize many. Even Simon ends up believing, being baptized, and following 
Philip (Acts 8:13). 
Debate over the Authenticity of Simon’s Faith 
The passage is silent regarding the authenticity of Simon’s belief, leading interpreters to debate it (see Bock, Acts, 
328–29 for a survey). The narrative suggests that Simon’s belief was not genuine for at least two reasons: 
1. Simon “stayed close to Philip constantly” (Acts 8:13 NET). Peterson says the verb indicates a strict 

allegiance in the sense that “Simon’s personal attachment to Philip seems out of place or unusual” (Peterson, 
Acts, 284). In Cartlidge’s view, Simon recognizes that Philip’s power is more exceptional than his own, 
which arguably motivates him to incessantly follow the missionary so that he too might “increase his 
repertoire of tricks” (Cartlidge, “The Rise and Fall,” 26). 

2. Simon’s attempt to purchase the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:18–19) suggests that he sees the Spirit as a 
magical art that he wants at his disposal. He also could be offering to buy a priesthood subordinate to Peter’s 
(see Derrett, “Simon Magus,” 62). Simon understands the apostles to be superior, and he desires to purchase 
the opportunity to be their subordinate so that he, too, will have access to this power. 

In Acts 8:20–23, Peter condemns Simon and his money. Marshall says this rebuke “is the utterance of a curse 
against Simon, consigning him and his money with him to destruction” (Marshall, Acts, 159). Simon asks Peter to 
pray for him (Acts 8:24), but this response contributes to further doubt about his sincerity (Witherington gives six 
reasons why Simon’s response was insincere; see Acts, 228). The narrative’s silence on the authenticity of 
Simon’s faith suggests that Acts 8:5–25 is intended to show the sovereign progress of the gospel being fulfilled in 
concurrence with Acts 1:8. 
Simon Magus in Acts of Peter and Acts of Peter and Paul 

 
4 Word in life study Bible. (1996). (electronic ed., Ac 8:9–18). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wilstbib?ref=Bible.Ac8.9
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Simon Magus plays a prominent role in the noncanonical works Acts of Peter and Acts of Peter and Paul, both of 
which portray him as an agent of Satan. In both texts Simon is ultimately defeated by the power of God working 
though the apostles. This may be compared to the traditions of the early church fathers, although these works 
certainly did not agree with their viewpoints in their entirety. 
Simon Magus according to the Early Church Fathers 
The writings of the church fathers, including Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, and Hippolytus, discuss Simon Magus 
extensively and present him as a dangerous heretic. (For a summary of Simon Magus accounts in Christian 
writers prior to AD 400, see Haar, Simon Magus, 83–131.) 
Justin Martyr 
The earliest attestation of Simon Magus in the post-New Testament era is from Justin Martyr (ca. AD 150) in his 
First Apology and Dialogue with Trypho. In these texts, Justin Martyr associates Simon with demonic activity 
(First Apology 1:26; compare Ferreiro, Simon Magus, 3). Justin also provides details about a woman named 
Helena who was an influential advocate of Simon’s teachings. 

Justin identifies Simon’s birthplace as Gitta, a city in Samaria. This detail, coupled with the fact that Samaria 
at the time was an emerging center of Gnosticism and other heretical sects, prompted later church fathers like 
Irenaeus to allege that Simon was the founder of Gnosticism. However, evidence for this claim is lacking and was 
likley embellished by Irenaeus; it’s also possible to interpret Irenaeus’ comments as him indicating that the ideas 
of Gnosticism emerge with Simon (compare Ferreiro, Simon Magus, 38; Yamauchi, Gnosticism, 56–68). 
According to Haar, Justin’s works demonstrate that Simon “performed mighty acts of magic in the city of Rome, 
through the agency of demons at work within him” (Haar, Simon Magus, 85). 
Irenaeus 
Church father Irenaeus borrows extensively from Justin. Irenaeus’ primary work addressing Simon, Against 
Heresies, may have been composed ca. AD 180–185. Irenaeus condemns Simon as “the father of all heresies” and 
as an enthusiast of magic who did not possess genuine faith in God (Adversus Haereses 1.23:2; Haar, Simon 
Magus, 93). 

Irenaeus expands on the identity and influence of Helena and offers a detailed explanation of Simon’s 
teachings. For instance, he writes that those whom he oppose believe that “Simon is the first god called ‘great’ 
power, and Helena his ‘Ennoia’ (first thought) is the mother of all, who created the angels and in turn they created 
the world” (Adversus Haereses 1.23.1–4). Irenaeus depicts Simon’s teaching and followers as not in accord with 
the gospel and in need of refutation. Harr observes, “Clearly Irenaeus not only presents Simon as the author of a 
rival message, and a false ‘gnosis,’ but as a dangerous divine pretender” (Haar, Simon Magus, 94). 
Hippolytus 
Irenaeus’ disciple Hippolytus also understood Simon Magus as an apostate. Similar to the church fathers before 
him, he recounts Simon’s confrontations with the apostles in Rome, where he met opposition from Peter in 
particular for his teachings (Adversus Haereses 6.15). Hippolytus goes beyond Irenaeus by providing further 
information about Simon’s background. For instance, Hippolytus notes that a sorcerer named Thrasymedes 
mentored Simon and taught him how to deify himself (Refutation 6.2). Hippolytus denounces such teaching by 
stressing that it was perpetrated by demons and fully repudiated by the apostles. 

Hippolytus provides a lengthy discourse comparing Simon to another well-known sorcerer, Apsethus from 
Libya. He recounts how Apsethus, who also believed himself to be divine, trained a flock of parrots to repeat the 
phrase “Apsethus is a god” and then sent them out to spread that message. The parrots failed to convince the 
area’s residents, who in turn trained the parrots to repeat that Apsethus had tricked them and that he really was 
not a god. When the Libyans heard this, they came together and burned Apsethus (Refutation 6.3). In giving this 
extra background information, Hippolytus apparently sought to remind his readers that Simon was a worthless 
magician and a fraud (Refutation 2.3). 
Later Works 
Simon also appears in the writings of others from the early church period, such as Tertullian, Epiphanius, and 
even in the so-called pseudo-Clementine literature, which depicts Simon as a deceiver (Haar, Simon Magus, 118–
131). Throughout the post-New Testament literature, Simon Magus is viewed as a counterfeit believer and 
antagonist of the Christian faith. These disparaging portrayals continued through the medieval era and into early 
modern traditions in both literary and artistic renditions. As a result, it is likely that Simon Magus will forever be 
identified as the quintessential heretic (for a detailed discussion of Simon throughout the centuries, see Ferreiro, 
Simon Magus). 

Selected Resources for Further Study 
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MATTHEW D. AERNIE5 

 
 

The Mature Christian 
Ye therefore shall be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. Matthew 5:48 (rv) 
 

In Matthew 5, verses 29-30 and verse 48 respectively our Lord refers to two things which are full of vital instruction. In 
verses 29-30 He is referring to the necessity of a maimed life: “And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from 
thee”; in Matthew 5:48 He refers to the life which is not maimed, but perfect. These two statements embrace the whole of our 
spiritual life from beginning to end. 

“Ye therefore shall be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (rv). God is so almightily simple that it is impossible to 
complicate Him, impossible to put evil into Him or bring evil out of Him; impossible to alter His light and His love, and the 
nature of the faith born in me by the Holy Ghost will take me back to the Source and enable me to see what God is like, and 
until I am all light and all love in Him, the things in me which are not of that character will have to pass. In the beginning of 
Christian experience the life is maimed because we are learning. There is the right eye to be plucked out, the right hand to be 
cut off, and we are apt to think that is all God means; it is not. What God means is what Jesus said, “Ye shall be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” When we discern that the sword that is brought across our natural life is not for destruction, but for 
discipline, we get His idea exactly. 

God never destroys the work of His own hands, He removes what would pervert it, that is all. Maturity is the stage where 
the whole life has been brought under the control of God. 

1. The Upward Look 

Psalm 121 portrays the upward look—“I will lift up mine eyes unto the mountains: from whence shall my help come? My 
help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth” (rv). The upward look of a mature Christian is not to the mountains, 
but to the God who made the mountains. It is the maintained set of the highest powers of a man—not star-gazing till he stumbles, 
but the upward gaze deliberately set towards God. He has got through the “choppy waters” of his elementary spiritual experience 
and now he is set on God. “I have set the Lord always before me”—but you have to fight for it. 

2. The Forward Look 

“Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: they shall behold a far stretching land [‘a land of far distances,’ mg]” (Isaiah 
33:17 rv). The forward look is the look that sees everything in God’s perspective whereby His wonderful distance is put on the 
things that are near. Caleb had the perspective of God; the men who went up with him saw only the inhabitants of the land as 
giants and themselves as grasshoppers . Learn to take the long view and you will breathe the benediction of God among the 
squalid things that surround you. Some people never get ordinary or commonplace, they transfigure everything they touch 
because they have got the forward look which brings their confidence in God out into the actual details of life. The faith that 
does not react in the flesh is very immature. Paul was so identified with Jesus Christ that he had the audacity to say that what 

 
5 Aernie, M. D. (2016). Simon Magus. In J. D. Barry, D. Bomar, D. R. Brown, R. 
Klippenstein, D. Mangum, C. Sinclair Wolcott, … W. Widder (Eds.), The Lexham Bible 
Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?hw=Simon+Magus&off=9653
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men saw in his life in the flesh was the very faith of the Son of God. Galatians 2:20 is the most audacious verse in the Bible! 
Paul is not referring to his own elementary faith in Jesus Christ as his Saviour, but to the faith of the Son of God, and he says 
that that identical faith is now in him. 

Fortitude in trial comes from having the long view of God. No matter how closely I am imprisoned by poverty, or 
tribulation, I see “the land that is very far off,” and there is no drudgery on earth that is not turned Divine by the very sight. 
Abraham did not always have the forward look, that is why he did a scurry down to Egypt when there was a famine in the land 
of promise. Why shouldn’t I starve for the glory of God? Immediately I fix on God’s “goods,” I lose the long view. If I give up 
to God because I want hundredfold more†, I never see God. 

3. The Backward Look 

And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to 
the right hand, and when ye turn to the left. (Isaiah 30:21) 
 

The surest test of maturity is the power to look back without blinking anything. When we look back we get either hopelessly 
despairing or hopelessly conceited. The difference between the natural backward look and the spiritual backward look is in what 
we forget. Forgetting in the natural domain is the outcome of vanity—the only things I intend to remember are those in which I 
figure as being a very fine person! Forgetting in the spiritual domain is the gift of God. The Spirit of God never allows us to 
forget what we have been, but He does make us forget what we have attained to, which is quite unnatural. The surest sign that 
you are growing in mature appreciation of your salvation is that as you look back you never think now of the things you used to 
bank on before. Think of the difference between your first realisation of God’s forgiveness, and your realisation of what it cost 
God to forgive you; the hilarity in the one case has been merged into holiness, you have become intensely devoted to God who 
forgave you.6 

 
Other areas in Scripture it is found: 
Dt. 6:5  (TNIV)  
5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  
Mt 22:37  (TNIV)  
37 Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. 
 
Dt. 18:13 (TNIV)   
13 You must be blameless before the LORD your God.  
 
1 Th 2:10 (TNIV)    
10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who 
believed.  
 
ASK: 

• When do we reach this state of maturity?  This perfection? 
{IF ever humanly possible, why would Christ ever have had to die?} 
 
Opposing ideas: 

• Perfection/Maturity happens as a 2nd, distinct experience after salvation and totally cleanses you from and 
releases you from the influence of sin. 

• Others believe it happens at the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Believe scripture instructs human nature will always contain a tendency to sin. (Verses listed below) 
This perfection/maturity is a progression, a journey, a direction. 
 
Otherwise known as… 
Sanctification:  Separation from that which is evil.  Dedication to God. 
 
2 Corinthians 3:16-18  (TNIV) 
 
According to verse 16, what is taken away? {The veil…which is what?} 

 
6 Chambers, O. (1996). Conformed to His image. London: Marshall, Morgan & Scott. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/conformd?art=conformd.8
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According to verse 18, what happens when we contemplate the Lord’s glory?  {transformation} 
Who does this process come from?  {The Lord in Spirit} 
 
16 But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate 
(reflect) the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which 
comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit 
 
Romans 5:2-5 (NLT) 
2 Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now 
stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory. 3 We can rejoice, too, 
when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance. 4 And 
endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of 
salvation. 5 And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, 
because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. 
 
So how does Sanctification work: 
 
Romans 6:1-13  (TNIV) 
 
How is it possible for believers to be victorious over sin (vs. 1-5)? 
 

• Vs. 1&2 – {Do not live in sin.} 
• Vs. 3&4 – {Realize you buried that part of yourself in baptism.} 
•                   {We have rose up to a new life that reflects Jesus’ character and nature.} 
• Vs. 5 –       {We shall be united with Christ in resurrection.}   

 
 1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are those 
who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  
 
{As believers, we have died to sin in order to obtain that grace, so it make no sense for us to keep on living the sinful life we have 
purposely abandoned.} 
  
3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.             
 
{When we accept Jesus, our old life died and we were raised up to new life that reflects Jesus’ character and nature.} 
 
5 If we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection 
like his.                                                                                                                                                  
 
What declaration does Paul make in verse 6?    
6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with 
(rendered powerless), that we should no longer be slaves to sin—       
{Believers are no longer slaves to sin.  Habitual repetition.}                                                                                                                            
7 because anyone who has died has been set free from 
sin.                                                                              8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will 
also live with him.                                                                 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from 
the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.                                                                                                                                                      
10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.                                            
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  
What role do we, as believers, play in the sanctification role (Vs. 12)? 
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.     
(Do not give into sin, lustful thoughts or desires.)                                                                                                                                  

• THE BELIEVER AND ADDICTION:  Realistic Expectations 
ASK:  How does one break a destructive behavioral cycle?   

• {Prayer                                                                                                              
• Fasting                                                                                                      
• Meditation, Memorization, drinking in of Scripture  
• Consistency                   
• Support by fellow Believers} 
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• Etc. 
NOTE:  Reaching Recovery. (Only one step deals with the cessation of using, the other eleven 
deal with how to live.) 
 
What is the basic requirement for us as Believers who wish to be sanctified (Vs. 13)?                                                                                                                                  
13 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every 
part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness.  
{Give ourselves totally to God and use our entire selves as instruments for His Glory.} 
 
John 16:7-11 
 
What is the Holy Spirit’s role in the process of Sanctification? 
{Convicts us of sin and helps us to overcome them.} 
 
7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he 
will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 
about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am 
going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because 
the prince of this world now stands condemned.  
 
Philippians 2:12-13  (TNIV) 
 
What does fear have to do with Sanctification? 
 
What does verse 12 mean when it states to ‘work out’ your salvation? 
{Does it mean you have to work FOR your salvation? NO!} 
 
{What does fear and trembling have to do with sanctified living?} 
{Ideally, we would obey out of complete love.  However, due to our human nature and not being yet 
perfect, we should obey out of awe and respect for His power and wrath.} 
 
 12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but 
now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good 
purpose. 
 
Vs. 13 
How is God involved in our sanctified lives?  What does this say about our need for help in being holy? 
{The Holy Spirit will give us strength and ability to live as Christ.} 
 
1 Peter 1:13-17  (TNIV) 
What does theSecond Coming have to do with Sanctification?                                                                                     
{2nd Coming:  Peter connects motivation for sanctified living to focusing on what is our inheritance 
through the 2nd Coming.  Once again, be mindful of all of God’s character that produces His standards.} 
 
 13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be 
brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. 14 As obedient children, do 
not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who 
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: "Be holy, because I am 
holy." [Lev. 11:44,45; 19:2] 
    17 Since you call on a Father who judges each person's work impartially, live out your 
time as foreigners here in reverent fear.  
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 ASK:  What is backsliding?                                

• The process opposite of sanctification.                                                                  
• Step-by-step movement toward God = sanctification   
• Step-by-step movement away from God = backsliding 
• Subtle, deceptive                                          
• How to live in check:                                                                                                                                

Daily quite times,  small group accountability, real, intimate Christian friendships.         
                                                                                                                                                           
HOMEWORK:     
What do the following say about the process of Sanctification.  Make special note of any activity or belief 
you can apply to your everyday life or thought life:                                                                                                                                                                                    
2nd Coming:  1 Thessalonians 3:13    
2nd Coming:  1 Thessalonians 5:23     
Be Holy:  Leviticus 19:2    
Overcome:  1 John 5:4     
Present Your Body:  2 Corinthians 7:1    
Present Your Body:  Romans 12:1    
Perseverance:  James 1:3-4   
Love:  Philippians 1:9-10    
Sanctify:   John 17:15-19     
It is a Process:    2 Corinthians 5:17  
New Person:      Galatians 6:15  
New Person:  Romans 8:14  
 
Renewed Knowledge:  Colossians 3:9-10  
 
Renewed Understanding:  Romans 12:2  
 
Living a Life of Holiness:  Ephesians 4:22-24  
Renewed After God’s Image:    1 Corinthians 15:49  
It is a Process:   Galatians 5:16-26  
Renewed After God’s Image:  2 Corinthians 4:16  
New Person:  Ephesians 2:10
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PERSERVERANCE 
 

The Salvation Equation:  {Grace > Atonement}  (Man can now respond) + Repentance + Faith (and 
God answers) → Conversion + Regeneration +  Justification + Adoption » Sanctification 

 
Philippians 1:4-6  
4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
 
SIMON:  He wanted to direct how he would be used.  He wanted the power of God to use for his own 
glory.   
 
PERSEVERANCE:  The emptying of me and filling me up with Him. 
He must increase:  John 3:22-31 

Jesus and John the Baptist 

22 After this, Jesus and His disciples went to the Judean countryside, where He spent time with 
them and baptized. 23 John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of 
water there. People were coming and being baptized, 24 since John had not yet been thrown into 
prison. 

25 Then a dispute arose between John’s disciples and a Jew[d]about purification. 26 So they came to 
John and told him, “Rabbi, the One you testified about, and who was with you across the 
Jordan, is baptizing—and everyone is flocking to Him.” 

27 John responded, “No one can receive a single thing unless it’s given to him from heaven. 28 You 
yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah, but I’ve been sent ahead of Him.’ 29 He 
who has the bride is the groom. But the groom’s friend, who stands by and listens for him, 
rejoices greatly[e] at the groom’s voice. So this joy of mine is complete. 30 He must increase, but I 
must decrease.” 

The One from Heaven 

31 The One who comes from above is above all. The one who is from the earth is earthly and 
speaks in earthly terms.[f] The One who comes from heaven is above all. 

 
Perseverance:  That continuous operation of the Holy Spirit by which the work of divine grace that was begun in the heart is 
continued and brought to completion.   
 
Different than sanctification as we work with HS in sanctification: Dedication to God, Separation from the world. 
Sanctification is a process. 
Perseverance is an end. 
 
Eternal security.  What makes us know, beyond any shadow of doubt, eternity is our end? 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A20-31&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-26146d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A20-31&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-26150e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A20-31&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-26152f
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Perseverance is on God’s part. ..does he ever walk away? 
 
THE DISCUSSION FROM THIS POINT ON IS BETWEEN SIBLINGS.  WE ARE IN THE SAME FAMILY, WORKING 
TOWARDS THE SAME GOAL.  NO ROOM FOR RANCOR. 
 
Dangers: 
#1.) Overemphasis on One Side of Biblical Teaching 
#2.) Characterization of the Opposite View 
#3.) Uncertainty and Presumption 
 
Calvinism:   

• Even though God uses means in preserving us (us committing our lives to Him), preservation is unconditional.   
• It teaches that our final salvation in inevitable.   
• We may fall away for a time but will never finally be lost.  God will preserve us. 
• Calvinism does not teach that once a person is saved they can do anything they want and still be saved.   
• They also believe we are to live in obedience to what God’s Word commands.  Continued disobedience is sufficient 

reason to question if we have really been saved. 
 
 (No mention of the responsibility of man.) 
Arminianism:   

• Perseverance is conditional.   
• In the entire process of salvation man is not totally passive.  He is actively involved in and through it all.  Just as we 

have willed to receive Christ, we can will to turn away from Christ.   
• His final salvation is assured but not inevitable.   
• A person who is truly saved today may choose to walk away and denounce Christ.   
• This does not mean Arminianism states that a person can be saved and lost many times in their life.  There is no saved 

today, lost tomorrow syndrome.  
• There is drift and time and decisions before one walks away from their faith. 

 
Do all who profess to be a Christian know Christ?   
Galatians 5:5&6 But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 
 
 
Galatians 6:15 
15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation. 
 
1 John 2:3-6 
 3 We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 4 Those who say, “I know him,” but do not do what he 
commands are liars, and the truth is not in them. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, love for God[a] is truly made complete in them. 
This is how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. 
 
The example of Simon the Sorcerer:  Acts 8:9-25 
Moved by emotion but not saved? 
(Belief Gnosticism grew from Simon.  He did leave Samaria and (Simon Magus [Magician]) begin a cult – Simonians.  
Simony: paying for a position of authority in the church. 
Justin Martyr (in his Apologies, and in a lost work against heresies, which Irenaeus used as his main source) and 
Irenaeus (Adversus Haereses) record that after being cast out by the Apostles he came to Rome where, having 
joined to himself a profligate woman of the name of Helen, he gave out that it was he who appeared among the Jews 
as the Son, in Samaria as the Father and among other nations as the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 9 Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted 
that he was someone great, 10and all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is rightly 
called the Great Power of God.” 11 They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his sorcery. 12 But when 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%202&version=TNIV#fen-TNIV-30540a
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On_the_Detection_and_Overthrow_of_the_So-Called_Gnosis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome
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they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women. 13 Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great 
signs and miracles he saw. 
 14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to 
Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the 
Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized into[b] the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and 
John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money 19 and said, “Give 
me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 20 Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! 21 You 
have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. 22 Repent of this wickedness and pray to the 
Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 23 For I see that you are full of bitterness and 
captive to sin.” 
 24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to me.” 
 25 After they had further proclaimed the word of the Lord and testified about Jesus, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, 
preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages. 
 
Who is the Judge of the heart? 1 Samuel 16:7 
 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not 
look at the things human beings look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”   
 
{Read verse and put under “C”  or  “A”.} 
 
 
ARMINIANISM 
Matt 18:21-35 
Matt 24:4, 5, 11-13, 23-26 
Matt 25:1-13 
Luke 8:11-15 
Luke 11:24-28 
Luke 12:42-46 
John 6:66-71 
John 8:31-32 
John 8:51 
John 13:8 
John 15:1-6 
Acts 11:21-23 
Acts 14:21,22 
Rom 6:11-23 
Rom 8:12-14, 17 
Rom 11:20-22 
Rom 14:15-23 
1 Cor 9:23-27 
1 Cor 10:1-21 
1Cor 11:29-32 
1 Cor 15:1, 2 
2 Cor 1:24 
2 Cor 11:2-4 
2 Cor 12:21-13:5 
Gal 5:1-4 
Gal 6:7-9 
Eph 3:17 
Phil 2:12-16 
Phil 3:4-4:1 
Col 1:21-23 
Col 2:4-8 
Col 2:18, 19 

1 Thess 3:1-8 
1 Tim 1:3-7, 18-20 
1 Tim 2:11-15 
1 Tim 4:1-16 
1 Tim 5:8 
1 Tim 5:11-15, 5, 6 
1 Tim 6:9-12 
1Tim 6:17-19 
1 Tim 6:20, 21 
2 Tim 2:11-18 
2 Tim 2:22-26 
2 Tim 3:13-15 
Heb 2:1-3 
Heb 3:6-19 
Heb 4:1-16 
Heb 5:8,9 
Heb 6:4-9 
Heb 6:10-20 
Heb 10:19-31 
Heb 10:32-39 
Heb 11:13-16 
Heb 12:1-17 
Heb 12:25-29 
Heb 13:9-14 
Heb 13: 17, 7 
James 1:12-16 
James 1:21, 22 
James 2:14-16 
James 4:4-10 
James 5:19, 20 
1 Pet 1:5-9, 13 
2 Pet 1:5-11 
2 Pet 2:1-22 

2 Pet 3:16,17 
1 John 1:5-2:11 
1 John 2:15-28 
1 John 2:29-3:10 
1 John 5:4, 5 
1 John 5:16 
2 John 6-9 
Jude 5-12 
Jude 20, 21 
Rev 2:7 
Rev 2:10, 11 
Rev 2:17 
Rev 2:18-26 
Rev 3: 4,5 
Rev 3:8-12 
Rev 3:14-22 
Rev 12:11 
Rev 17:14 
Rev 21:7, 8 
Rev 22:18, 19 
 
In Your Face: 
Matthew 13:22 
Matthew 24:12 
Luke 9:62 
Luke 17:31 
John 15:6 
Galatians 5:4 
1 Timothy 1:19 
1 Timothy 4:1-3 
2 Timothy 2:12 
Hebrews 3:6 
Hebrews 3:12 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%208&version=TNIV#fen-TNIV-27182b
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Hebrews 3:14 
Hebrews 10:35 
2 Peter 2:22 
 
 
CALVINISM 
Matt 5:13 (with 1 Jn 3:10) 
Matt 6:23 ( “ ) 
Matt 7:16-19 ( “) 
Matt 18:23-35 
Matt 24:13 
Matt 25:1-13 (Matt 13:1-8) 
Luke 11:24-26 (must include 27, 28. 
Cf Jn8:51) 
John 6:39-40 
John 8:31 
John 10:27-30 
John 13:8 
John 15:2 
John 15:6 
John 17:11, 42 

Acts 5:32 
Acts 13:43 (with 1 Jn 3:10) 
Acts 14:22 (   “   ) 
Rom 8:6, 13 (with !1Cor 11:29-32) 
Rom 8:17 (with 1 Cor 9:27) 
Romans 8:35-39 
Rom 11:21 
1 Cor 9:27 
1 Cor 11:29-32 
1 Cor 15:1, 2 
2 Cor 1:22 (Ephesians 1:13, 4:30) 
2 Cor 5:5  (Eph 1:14) 
Gal 5:4 
Phil  1:6 
Phil 2:12 
Col 1:21-23 
1Thess 3:5 (w/ 1 Jn 3:10) 
1 Tim 1:19 (w/ 1 Jn 3:10) 
1 Tim 2:14, 15 (w/ 1 Jn 3:10 
1 Tim 4:1, 2 ( w/1 Jn 3:10) 
1 Tim 5:8 

1 Tim 5:12 
1 Tim 6:10 
2 Tim 1:12 
2 Tim 2:12 (w/ 1 Jn 3:10) 
2 Tim 2:18 
Heb 3:6, 14 
Heb 6:4-9 
Heb 7:24-25 
Heb 10:26-29 
James 2:17, 18, 24, 26 
1 Peter 1:5 
1 Peter 5:10 
2 Pet 1:10, 11 
2 Pet 2:1-22 
1 John 3:9-10  
1 John 4:4 
1 John 5:4, 5 
1 John 5:16-18 
Jude 3-19 

 
 
 
Matthew 13:1-23 
 1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a 
boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying:“A farmer went 
out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on 
rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, 
the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 
choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 
 10 The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?” 
 11 He replied, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 12 Those who have 
will be given more, and they will have an abundance. As for those who do not have, even what they have will be taken from 
them. 13 This is why I speak to them in parables: 
   “Though seeing, they do not see;  
   though hearing, they do not hear or understand. 
   14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: 
   “‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding;  
   you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.  
15 For this people’s heart has become calloused;  
   they hardly hear with their ears,  
   and they have closed their eyes.  
Otherwise they might see with their eyes,  
   hear with their ears,  
   understand with their hearts  
and turn, and I would heal them.’[a] 
   16 But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 17 Truly I tell you, many prophets and 
righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it. 
   18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When people hear the message about the kingdom and do not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their hearts. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The 
seed falling on rocky ground refers to people who hear the word and at once receive it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, 
they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling 
among the thorns refers to people who hear the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, 
making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to people who hear the word and understand it. They produce a 
crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2013&version=TNIV#fen-TNIV-23555a
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1 Timothy 4:1 
1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 
Cross references: 

A. 1 Timothy 4:1 : Jn 14:17; 16:13; Ac 20:23; 21:11; 1Co 2:10-11; 
B. 1 Timothy 4:1 :2Th 2:3-9; 2Tm 3:1; 2Pt 3:3; Jude 18; 
C. 1 Timothy 4:1 :Php 1:27; 1Tm 1:2; Jude 3; 
D. 1 Timothy 4:1 : Mt 7:15; 1Jn 4:6; 
E. 1 Timothy 4:1 :Jms 3:15; 
F.  

Apostasy: “Does not denote a loss of salvation.  Instead, it is a deliberate, decisive, rejection of the gospel on the part of one who 
has known it but never committed himself to the Christ of whom in witnesses…” Horne 
 
The Greek word for apostasy implies the idea of moving or standing away from a place where a person once stood. 
 
Mark 10:4  (Mt 5:31; Dt 24:1,3) 
4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.” 
 
Similar Greek word used in this verse.  Deliberate severing of a relationship that once existed. 
APOSTASY 
Compilation and commentary by Stella Paterson  
www.ekklesia4him.net   
June 2007  
(Revised May 2011) 
New Testament study of the word “apostasy”  
The word “apostasy” is not found in the Bible, but the Greek word from which it is taken  
was translated as found in this study.  It is a short study because of so few references to  
“falling away” or its synonyms.  In spite of that fact, massive apostasy has infiltrated the  
Church.  As Paul the Apostle said, this apostasy would occur before the second coming  
of Christ.  
As with previous studies, the Greek words and their meanings are listed, followed by the  
verses in which they occur.  And the quotations are from what is known as the Revised 
KJV.  The reasons for this can be found in the articles on Bible versions.  Personally, I am  
not a “Authorized KJV-only” adherent.  Over the years I have learned much about the  
history of various versions.  You will find it interesting to read about Bible versions and  
how they relate to apostasy.    
This study will be a good reference tool to be used with the article “What is Apostasy?”  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     
Greek #646  
apostasia (ap-os-tas-ee'-ah) Feminine of the same as G647  
Definition: “defection from truth (properly the state), (“apostasy”)”  
Translated: “falling away, forsake”  
Greek #647  
apostasion (ap-os-tas'-ee-on) Neuter of a (presumed) adjective from a derivative of G868  
Definition: “properly something separative, that is, (specifically) divorce”  
Translated: - (writing of) divorcement. Greek #868  
aphistēmi (af-is'-tay-mee) From G575 and G2476  
Definition: “to remove, that is, (actively) instigate to revolt; usually (reflexively) to  
desist, desert, etc.”  
Translated: “depart, draw (fall) away, refrain, withdraw self”  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Greek #646  
apostasia (ap-os-tas-ee'-ah) Feminine of the same as G647  
Definition: “defection from truth (properly the state), (“apostasy”)”  
Translated: “falling away, forsake”  
- The words “falling away” and “forsake” were used in both the Revised KJV and the  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%204:1&version=TNIV;HCSB;MSG;NLT;NASB#en-TNIV-en-HCSB-29922
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jn14:17;16:13;Ac20:23;21:11;1Co2:10-11;&version=HCSB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%204:1&version=TNIV;HCSB;MSG;NLT;NASB#en-TNIV-en-HCSB-29922
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2Th2:3-9;2Tm3:1;2Pt3:3;Jude18;&version=HCSB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%204:1&version=TNIV;HCSB;MSG;NLT;NASB#en-TNIV-en-HCSB-29922
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“authorized” KJV in the verses below.  
2 Thessalonians 2:3(&4): “Let no man beguile you in any wise: for it will not be, except  
the  falling away first, and the man of sin be revealed, the son of  perdition; he that  
opposeth and exalteth himself against all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so  
that he sitteth in the temple of God, setting himself forth as God.”  
Acts 21: (20&)21: “And they, when they heard it, glorified God; and they said unto him,  
Thou seest brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of them which have  
believed; and they are all zealous for the law: and they have been informed concerning  
thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to  forsake Moses,  
telling them not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after the customs.”  
Greek #647  
apostasion (ap-os-tas'-ee-on) Neuter of a (presumed) adjective from a derivative of G868  
Definition: “properly something separative, that is, (specifically) divorce”  
Translated: - (writing of) divorcement.  
- The word “divorcement” was used in both Revised KJV and the “authorized” KJV in  
these next verses: Matthew 5:31: “It was said also, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a  
writing of divorcement:”  
Matthew 19:7: “They said unto him, Why then did Moses command to give a bill of  
divorcement, and to put her away?”  
Mark 10:4: “And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her  
away.”  
Greek #868  
aphistēmi (af-is'-tay-mee)    
Definition: “to remove, that is, (actively) instigate to revolt; usually (reflexively) to  
desist, desert, etc.”  
Translated: “depart, draw (fall) away, refrain, withdraw self”  
- Various verb tenses of the word “depart” were used in the “authorized” KJV.  See the  
following verses for its use in the Revised Version.  
Luke 13:27: “And he shall say, I tell you, I know not whence ye are; depart from me, all  
ye workers of iniquity.”  
2 Corinthians 12:8: “Concerning this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might  
depart from me.”  
1 Timothy 4:1: “But the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall  
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;”  
2 Timothy 2:19: “Howbeit the firm foundation of God standeth, having this seal, The  
Lord knoweth them that are his.  And, Let every one that nameth the name of the Lord  
depart from unrighteousness.”  
Luke 2:37: “And she had been a widow even for fourscore and four years, which  
departed not from the temple, worshipping with fastings and supplications night and  
day.”  
Luke 4:13: “And when the devil had completed every temptation, he departed from him  
for a season.”  
Acts 12:10: “And when they were past the first and the second ward, they came unto the  
iron gate that leadeth into the city; which opened to them of its own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; 
and straightway the angel  departed form  
him.”  
Acts 15:38: “But Paul thought not good to take with them him who withdrew from them  
from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work.”  
Acts 19:9: “But when some were hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way  
before the multitude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples, reasoning daily  
in the school of Tyrannus.”  
Acts 22:29: “They then which were about to examine him straightway departed from him:  
and the chief captain also was afraid, when he knew that he was a Roman, and because  
he had bound him.”  
Hebrews 3:12: “Take heed, brethren, lest haply there shall be in any one of you an evil  
heart of unbelief, in falling away from the living God.”  
- The words “drew away” and “refrain” were used in both the Revised KJV and the  
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“authorized” version in these next verses:   
Acts 5:37-38(&39): “After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the enrolment,  
and  drew away some of the people after him: he also perished; and all, as many as  
obeyed him, were scattered abroad.  And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men,  
and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will be overthrown: but if  
it be of God, ye will not be able to overthrow them; lest haply ye be found even to be  
fighting against God.” 
- The words “fall away” were used in both the Revised KJV and the “authorized” version  
in this verse:  
Luke 8:13: “And these on the rock are they, which, when they have heard receive the  
word with joy; and these have no root, which for a  while believe, and in the time of  
temptations fall away.”  
1 Timothy 6:5: “Wranglings of men corrupted in mind and bereft of the truth, supposing  
that godliness is a way of gain.” [The phrase “from such withdraw thyself” is found in the  
“Authorized” KJV]  
www.ekklesia4him.net  http://www.ekklesia4him.net/Apostasy_study.pdf 
 
CLOSE: 
God’s love is so strong, His power so great, and His work so sure that we can rest securely in our salvation – for both the present and the future. 
 
Romans 8:35-39 
2 Corinthians 1:22 
Ephesians 1:13 
Ephesians 4:30 
2 Corinthians 5:5 
Ephesians 1:14 
2 Timothy 1:12 
Hebrews 7:24-25 
1 Peter 1:5 
1 John 4:4 
 
 
Misconception #3:  True regeneration seals you as a Christian regardless of post conversion decisions, beliefs, and 
behaviors.  In other words, full assurance or eternal security.  Does this discussion belong under sanctification?  No.  
The paraphrase of if you were really saved, you would never walk away brings the discussion to the beginning of the 
ordo salutis.  “8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9   
We do not earn salvation, if that was possible there would be no need for the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.  
However, does regeneration remove the ability for a human to choose to walk away from the salvation they once 
embraced?  The discussion centers on whether there can be a nominal Christian conversion that really is not belief 
or whether backsliding can happen but never enter non-belief state again .   “It must be of the right content and of the 
right quality to be acceptable to God for salvation” (Amato 2009).  
I see it as an inoculation against sanctification, turning from evil and dedication towards God.  Why bother once you 
are in? Refutation verses:  Luke 8; Matthew 5:13; 1 Timothy 1:18-20; 1 Timothy 6:21; 2 Timothy 2:18.  
Misconception #2:  Justification as a lightning bolt out of nowhere.  This is related to Free Grace, Full Assurance, and 
some Calvinistic beliefs.  To quote Matthew Mason  “There is, therefore, never a time when an elect person is an 
object of God’s wrath, for unbelief does not hinder the elect from having a part in Christ, although everyone who is 
elect and therefore justified will eventually come to faith”  (2005, 28). 
Of course unbelief hinders.   Acts 16:31; Mark 9:24; Hebrews 3:19; Romans 11:19-23: 

 
19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.” 20 Granted. But they were 
broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but tremble. 21 For if God did not 
spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either. 22 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of 
God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, 
you also will be cut off. 23 And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft 
them in again. 

 

http://www.ekklesia4him.net/
http://www.ekklesia4him.net/Apostasy_study.pdf
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Misconception #3:  Eternal Justification.  Defined by Fred G. Zaspel (Zaspel, under Biblical Studies) in his 
article as “affirms that God pronounces elect sinners righteous from eternity,  that their justification is not made actual 
or complete in time but in eternity past.”  This would also negate the redemptive work of Christ on the cross.  Our 
legal standing of being condemned by our sin which demands payment would not exist as it was dealt with before 
creation.  Christ’s death would not need to be substitutionary.    
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