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PROMO: 
Have you ever wondered if God really sees you?  
Have you ever wondered if God really can love you?  
Have you have ever wondered if God could really forgive your horrible past? 
Have you ever felt worthless even though you love Jesus? 
If we ever have, then we do not understand what happened when we met Jesus at Salvation. 
Come, find out what Jesus’ love really does: 
Soteriology – a.k.a. The Salvation Principle  
Beginning March 17th, Pr. Orleen and the Wednesday Night Crew as we unpack the meaning of our SALVATION.   
 
Soteriology is the branch of theology dealing with the study of salvation. The term comes from the Greek soterion, “salvation,” and is 
also related to soter, “savior.” Soteriology relates to several other branches of theology in that it asks who is saved, by whom, from what, 
and by what means. 
 

• How I met Jesus: 
• Biggest hurdle Jesus and I have walked over: 
• Jesus surprised me with/when: 
• Jesus shows His love to me when: 

 
 
 
“Eternal life was the life which Jesus Christ exhibited on the human plane, and it is the same life, not a 
copy of it, which is manifested in our mortal flesh when we are born of God.  Eternal life is not a gift 
from God, eternal life is the gift of God.  The energy and the power which was manifested in Jesus will 
be manifested in us by the sheer sovereign grace of God when once we have made the moral decision 
about sin…The life that was in Jesus is made ours by means of His cross when once we make the 
decision to be identified with Him.  If it is difficult to get right with God, it is because we will not 
decide definitely abut sin.  Immediately we do decide, the full life of God comes in.  Jesus came to 
give us endless supplies of life:  “that you may be fill with all the fullness of God”…The weakest saint 
can experience the power of the deity of the Son of God once he is willing to “let go”.  Any strand of 
our own energy will blur the life of Jesus.  We have to keep letting go, and slowly and surely the great 
full life of God will invade us in every part, and men will take knowledge of us that we have been with 
Jesus.”  O Chambers 
 

 
 
 

 
 “Eternal life is not a gift from God, eternal life is the gift of God.”  Oswald Chambers  
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“And I will give them eternal life, and they shall never perish;  

neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.” 
John 10:28 (NKJV) 

 
The Salvation Equation:     {Grace > Atonement}   Man can now respond: + Repentance +Faith 
→( and God answers) Conversion + Regeneration + Justification + Adoption →Sanctification  
 

• What happens when we pray the prayer of Salvation?   
• Do you ever feel like you are not really saved? 
• Do you question how much God has forgiven…if there are some things that He has not?   
• Do you ever feel like your sins are just too big for God to forgive?   
• Is there something you can do to lose your salvation? 

 
Ordo Salutis (latin)  = The order of Salvation 

(The study of the doctrine of salvation in terms of logical order) 
 
The Salvation Equation:     Begins with Grace  
 
GRACE 

I. Salvation stems from God’s Grace 
 

A. Three Questions 
 
Question #1:  Why did God create man?   

a.) Was He lonely? 
Genesis 1:26  
26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness. They will rule the fish 
of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, all the earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth.” 
HCSB 
 

b.) Or was there some natural creative energy…an organic output 
A natural response to the Love that resides in Him?  (He wanted relationship) 

• “In our Image” = ? 
• “In our Likeness” = ? 

 
Here is the process of transforming into His Image as it now happens thanks to Jesus’ D.B.R. and the 
now 24/7 presence of the Holy Spirit: 
 
2 Corinthians 3:17-18 
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 We all, with 
unveiled faces, are looking as in a mirror [reflecting] at the glory of the Lord and are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory [sanctification]; this is from the Lord who is the 
Spirit [from the Spirit of the Lord]. HCSB 
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Question #2:  Why did He offer a way of salvation?   
 

a.) A feeling of ‘parental’ duty?  [I made you, now I better….] 
If so, do we respond to Him as one would do to a soldier who has accepted the duty 
of protecting us and our country?  [Duty and our response to it.] 
i.e. Airport.  Annc let soldier off the plane.  Left w/applause.  “Been a long time.”   

 
Understanding the character of God helps us answer this question. 
Not how we feel about God but as scripture defines His character.  Studying His names is one way to 
learn about His character as each name defines a portion of it.   [See Names of God H.O.] 
 
Question #3:  So, what does God want with man?  Why did He create us?   
  
John 3:16   16 For God *so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
John 3:16 (HCSB) 
16 “For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.  
Footnotes 

a. John 3:16 The Gk word houtos, commonly translated in Jn 3:16 as “so” or “so much” occurs 
over 200 times in the NT. Almost without exception it is an adverb of manner, not degree (for 
example, see Mt 1:18). It only means “so much” when modifying an adjective (see Gl 3:3; Rv 
16:18). Manner seems primarily in view in Jn 3:16, which explains the HCSB‘s rendering. 

 
What does God want with man?  He Wants relationship.  Freely chosen. 
He did not have to save anyone…no duty. 
He was motivated by love.   
We call this inner motivation …GRACE. 
 
38X in OT.  (hen) 128X in NT. (charis)   
 
Grace is the favor with God that bestows goodness on sinners.   
 

B. We know that:  Grace is in God’s nature. 
 

Jonah 4:2   
2 He prayed to the Lord: “Please, Lord, isn’t this what I said while I was still in my own country? 
That’s why I fled toward Tarshish in the first place. I knew that You are a merciful [gracious] and 
compassionate God, slow to become angry, rich in faithful love, and One who relents from sending 
disaster. 
 
Nehemiah 9:17 HCSB 
They refused to listen and did not remember Your wonders You performed among them. 
They became stiff-necked and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16&version=HCSB#en-HCSB-26137
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But You are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in faithful love, 
and You did not abandon them. [Psalm 86:15 (103:8; Ex 34:6)] 

1.) Two kinds of Grace defined in scripture: 
 
a.) Common Grace:  God’s kindness toward all mankind in spite of sin. 

 
Matthew 5:43-48 
43 “You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. 44 But I tell you, love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven. For He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward will you have? Don’t even the tax 
collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing out of the 
ordinary? Don’t even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect. HCSB 
Job 25:3; Mt 5:9; Acts 14:17   
 
Luke 6:35   HCSB 
35 But love your enemies, do what is good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Then your reward 
will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is gracious to the ungrateful and evil. 
 

b.) Special Grace:  Saving Grace. 
John 1:17  HCSB 
17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
Ephesians 2:8 HCSB 
8 For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift— 
John 14:6 HCSB 
6 Jesus told him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 
 
Why two kinds? 

• God’s kindness towards ALL humans (common man) may lead sinners to special grace, God’s 
saving grace. 

• We live in a fallen world. 
2 Peter 3:9 
He desires that all be saved. 
The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting 
any to perish but all to come to repentance 
 

• If God is so filled with Grace, why couldn’t He just save men w/o the death of His son? 
(Hypothetical Necessity view of the atonement.)  
 
This would make a ‘nicer’ God.  He is not a big meany any way so this seems to fit His character 
more, right?  (Kinda like not sending anyone to hell.) 
But we know there is more to all of this natural/supernatural crossover because….. 
 

• The death of Jesus Christ was necessary to satisfy God’s Justice.   
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(Consequent Absolute Necessity view of the atonement.) 
 
 
There are Natural Laws [gravity] 
“I observe the Laws of Nature…There are not Laws without a Lawgiver.” Albert Einstein 
 
What if there is a supernatural law that governs this? 
Like a supernatural reaction to even a spot of sin being in the presence of God. 
Something to do with resurrected bodies and sin and blood covering. 
 

Salvation (restoring fellowship with the lost) is a BY PRODUCT of Grace. 
 
 
Grace made way for the Atoning Work of Christ…  
The Salvation Equation:     {Grace > Atonement}    
 
ATONEMENT 
expiation, satisfaction, propitiation,amends, damages, indemnification,indemnity, redemption, redress,restitution, salvation 
satisfaction or reparation for a wrong or injury [took my place] 
 
So what is the Atonement of Christ? 
 
Define it in FIVE words:   

1.) Obedience    
2.) Sacrifice 
3.) Propitiation 
4.) Reconciliation 
5.) Redemption 

 
1.) Obedience 

 
Philp 2:7-8 
7

 rather, he made himself nothing  
   by taking the very nature[a] of a servant,  
   being made in human likeness.  
8 And being found in appearance as a man,  

   he humbled himself  
   by becoming obedient to death—  
      even death on a cross! 

 
Luke 2:51 
51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things 
in her heart. 
 
Heb 10:7 
7 Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—  
   I have come to do your will, my God.’” 
Hebrews 5:7-9 
7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one 
who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Son though he was, he 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%202:7-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29399a
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learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all 
who obey him 

Active Obedience:  JC obeyed the positive demands of the law.  He submitted to the ceremonial, civil, 
moral law. 
Passive Obedience:  JC submitted to the penal sanctions of the law, to all the penalties attached to 
disobedience of the law of God.  Because of Jesus’ choice to live in perfect obedience, He can be our 
subsitutionary. 
 

2.) Sacrifice 
(Could be the single biblical word that encompasses the full scope of Christ’s work.) 
 
Typological relation to the OT sacrifices: 

• W/o blemish (sinless sacrifice) 
• Laying on of Hands (Accept our guilt) 
• Slain (He died) 
• Given to priest and worshippers in (peace offering) 
• A meal of fellowship (we fellowship with Him) 

 
Ways it is unique: 

• Expiatory: Covers man’s sin.  Our sin is no longer.  Focuses on us, sinners. (IF YOU QUESTION IF YOUR SIN IS 
TOO BAD FOR GOD TO FORGIVE, YOU ARE SAYING CHRIST’S SACRIFICE WAS NOT ENOUGH.) 

• Offered once for all. 
• Offered in heaven (heavenly transaction) 
• Inherent (not symbolic) quality to atone for men’s sins 
• Opened up free and unlimited access to God 
• Active (chosen by sacrifice) obedient sacrifice 

 
3.) Propitiation 

Christ shields us from God’s wrath. (Not covering like expiation) 
Focuses on God and His relationship with us. 
It appeases His righteous and just anger against sinful man.   
Does it force God to be kind to us?  (No.  John 3:16) 
Tension:  God loves us but His righteousness calls for judgment on all sin.   
“God in His love and wisdom and kindness provided the way by which he satisfied His own just anger.” 
 

4.) Reconciliation 
The restoration of a right relationship after the relationship has been strained. 
God is the active agent in bridging the gap between Him and us. 
Be reconciled to God…. 
God has removed the enmity (John 19:30  ‘It is finished’) WE CAN RESPOND:  ACCEPT OR IGNORE 
 

5.) Redemption 
Set free from slavery. 
Slavery to what?    The curse of the law.  The bondage of the law. 
Keeping the law as a condition of acceptance with God.   Sin. 
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Romans 8:20-22 
20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, 
in hope 21 that[a] the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and 
glory of the children of God.   22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth 
right up to the present time. 
Romans 6:6-8 
6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with,[a] that 
we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.   8 Now if we died 
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 
Romans 6:17-19 
17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the 
pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become 
slaves to righteousness. 19 I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as 
you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as 
slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. 
Romans 6:21-22 
21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in 
death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap 
leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208:20-22&version=TNIV#fen-TNIV-28123a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%206:6-8&version=TNIV#fen-TNIV-28060a
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 NoTEs: 
“I am the door.  If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.”  John 10:9 
“And this is the promise that He Himself made to us: eternal life.” 1 John 2:25 
“For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.”   
1 Peter 1:23 
 
Colossians 1:13 
Holman Christian Standard Bible 
13 He has rescued(A) us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom(B) of the Son(C) He 
loves.(D) 
Read full chapter 
Cross references 

A. 1:13 : Mt 27:43 
B. 1:13 : Mt 3:2; Mk 1:15; Ac 20:25 
C. 1:13 : Jn 5:19; Heb 1:2 
D. 1:13 : Mt 3:17; Jn 3:16; 15:10; 17:26; 1Jn 4:16 

2 Thessalonians 2:13 
Holman Christian Standard Bible 
Stand Firm 
13 But we must always thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning[a] God 
has chosen(A) you for salvation through sanctification(B) by the Spirit and through belief in the truth.  
Read full chapter 
Footnotes 

a. 2 Thessalonians 2:13 Other mss read because as a firstfruit 
Cross references 

A. 2:13 : Rm 9:11; 11:5; Eph 1:4; 1Th 1:4 
B. 2:13 : Rm 6:19; 1Co 1:30; 1Th 4:3; 1Tm 2:15; Heb 12:14; 1Pt 1:2 

1 John 4:7-12 
Holman Christian Standard Bible 
Knowing God through Love 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of 
God(A) and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 God’s love 
was revealed among us in this way:[a] God sent(B)His One and Only Son(C) into the world so that we might 
live(D)through Him. 10 Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us(E) and sent His Son 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A43%2C1+Corinthians+13%3A1%2CGalatians+2%3A20%2CColossians+1%3A13%2CColossians+3%3A12%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A13%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C1+John+4%3A7-1+John+4%3A12%2CJude+1&version=HCSB#cen-HCSB-29477A
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A43%2C1+Corinthians+13%3A1%2CGalatians+2%3A20%2CColossians+1%3A13%2CColossians+3%3A12%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A13%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C1+John+4%3A7-1+John+4%3A12%2CJude+1&version=HCSB#cen-HCSB-29477B
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A43%2C1+Corinthians+13%3A1%2CGalatians+2%3A20%2CColossians+1%3A13%2CColossians+3%3A12%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A13%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C1+John+4%3A7-1+John+4%3A12%2CJude+1&version=HCSB#cen-HCSB-29477C
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A43%2C1+Corinthians+13%3A1%2CGalatians+2%3A20%2CColossians+1%3A13%2CColossians+3%3A12%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A13%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C1+John+4%3A7-1+John+4%3A12%2CJude+1&version=HCSB#cen-HCSB-29477D
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A43%2C1+Corinthians+13%3A1%2CGalatians+2%3A20%2CColossians+1%3A13%2CColossians+3%3A12%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A13%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C1+John+4%3A7-1+John+4%3A12%2CJude+1&version=HCSB#en-HCSB-29477
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A43&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A43%2C1+Corinthians+13%3A1%2CGalatians+2%3A20%2CColossians+1%3A13%2CColossians+3%3A12%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A13%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C1+John+4%3A7-1+John+4%3A12%2CJude+1&version=HCSB#en-HCSB-29477
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A2%2CMark+1%3A15%2CActs+20%3A25&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A43%2C1+Corinthians+13%3A1%2CGalatians+2%3A20%2CColossians+1%3A13%2CColossians+3%3A12%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A13%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C1+John+4%3A7-1+John+4%3A12%2CJude+1&version=HCSB#en-HCSB-29477
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+5%3A19%2CHebrews+1%3A2&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A43%2C1+Corinthians+13%3A1%2CGalatians+2%3A20%2CColossians+1%3A13%2CColossians+3%3A12%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A13%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C1+John+4%3A7-1+John+4%3A12%2CJude+1&version=HCSB#en-HCSB-29477
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A17%2CJohn+3%3A16%2CJohn+15%3A10%2CJohn+17%3A26%2C1+John+4%3A16&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A43%2C1+Corinthians+13%3A1%2CGalatians+2%3A20%2CColossians+1%3A13%2CColossians+3%3A12%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A13%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C1+John+4%3A7-1+John+4%3A12%2CJude+1&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-29673a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A43%2C1+Corinthians+13%3A1%2CGalatians+2%3A20%2CColossians+1%3A13%2CColossians+3%3A12%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A13%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C1+John+4%3A7-1+John+4%3A12%2CJude+1&version=HCSB#cen-HCSB-29673A
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A43%2C1+Corinthians+13%3A1%2CGalatians+2%3A20%2CColossians+1%3A13%2CColossians+3%3A12%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A13%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C1+John+4%3A7-1+John+4%3A12%2CJude+1&version=HCSB#cen-HCSB-29673B
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians+2&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A43%2C1+Corinthians+13%3A1%2CGalatians+2%3A20%2CColossians+1%3A13%2CColossians+3%3A12%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A13%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C1+John+4%3A7-1+John+4%3A12%2CJude+1&version=HCSB#en-HCSB-29673
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A43%2C1+Corinthians+13%3A1%2CGalatians+2%3A20%2CColossians+1%3A13%2CColossians+3%3A12%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A13%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C1+John+4%3A7-1+John+4%3A12%2CJude+1&version=HCSB#en-HCSB-29673
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+9%3A11%2CRomans+11%3A5%2CEphesians+1%3A4%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A43%2C1+Corinthians+13%3A1%2CGalatians+2%3A20%2CColossians+1%3A13%2CColossians+3%3A12%2C1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A13%2C2+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C1+John+4%3A7-1+John+4%3A12%2CJude+1&version=HCSB#en-HCSB-29673
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6%3A19%2C1+Corinthians+1%3A30%2C1+Thessalonians+4%3A3%2C1+Timothy+2%3A15%2CHebrews+12%3A14%2C1+Peter+1%3A2&version=HCSB
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to be the[b] propitiation(F) for our sins. 11 Dear friends, if God loved us in this way, we also must love one 
another.(G) 12 No one has ever seen God.[c](H) If we love one another, God remains in[d] us and His love is 
perfected in us. 
Read full chapter 
Footnotes 

a. 1 John 4:9 Or revealed in us 
b. 1 John 4:10 Or a 
c. 1 John 4:12 Since God is an infinite being, no one can see Him in His absolute essential nature; Ex 

33:18-23. 
d. 1 John 4:12 Or remains among 
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