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Thank you for joining us here LIVE in the WAJC radio station. 
You can listen to WAJC at 88.1 or 91.7 or at Realiferadio.fm or search WAJC in the TuneIn App on your phone 

 

Intro  

We welcome you to this special live stream experience of Chew On This.   

 

You are about to enter a discussion on how to actually live out faith in Christ. 

Living it out loud within our messy lives.  The content of this discussion comes from The 

Pastoral Preaching notes and this live, small group discussion these notes will prompt here 

tonight.  Something we call:  A Community Based Learning Experience.  Come, Chew On This 

with us. 

 

Opening Question(s):  [Pertains to Subject being discussed. Pulls listener in.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction:  This is Pr. Orleen Haseltine with and  ******  Sam Beamond along with 

Bruce Nelson (and our very own Otto Steve Lunde & Pr. Robin Bjornson joining us remotely). 
 

Date/Topic: 
We thank you for joining us for this week’s discussion on Chew On This.  This week’s topic -

Considering 2nd Corinthians:  A lifestyle of Serving & Giving 

 

Access/Website: All sermon/discussion, raw notes, and handouts are available at: 

realchurch.org/wednesdaynight 
 

Discussion  
 

Closing Statement [ Gives application of the topic.  How do I apply to my life what was just 

talked about?]  

 

 

 

 

Outro (Steve) 

Thank you for joining us for this week’s discussion on CONSIDERING 2ND CORINTHIANS:   

The Ramifications of the Inerrancy of Scripture  
a.k.a. What does a life look like that believes what the Bible says is actually God’s spoken Word? 

 

To enjoy this process live, come join us and the Wednesday Night Crew every Wednesday night 

@ Maranatha’s Forest Lake Campus @ 6:30PM.  This is Steve Lunde, ALWAYS BE KIND.   
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“It is significant that Paul’s expression of these teachings in this letter was inspired by the personal crisis he 

underwent during his rebuttal suffered on his second visit to Corinth (2:1-4, 9), his desperate escape from Ephesus 

(1:8-11) and his deep anxiety for the Corinthians experienced at Troas and Macedonia (2:13; 7:5-6) it is no 

exaggeration to say the coming of these ‘other Jesus’, accompanied as it was by a massive assault on the integrity of 

Paul, could easily have spelt the end of Pauline Christianity there.  That is survived and continued is probably 

due, in no small part, to this powerful letter.” (Pg 17 IVP 2 Cor. BST) 

 

Topics Covered: 
Living in Spiritual Warfare – Offensive and Defensive 
We already do this, do we notice? 
[If we do one topic per week, that brings us through May 6th] 

 

1.) God has proved faithful in keeping His ancient promises by His recently inaugurated new covenant of 
Christ and the Spirit (1:18-20; 3:3-6, 14-18).  Moreover, God faithfully delivers and holds on to those who 
belong to Christ (1:3-11, 22; 4:7-9; 7:6). 

Faithfulness:  Faithful fulfilling of His promises.  They did not expect Jesus to be that.  When promises are kept in 

unusual ways.  When faithfulness does not look like faithfulness.  When God delivers to the back door. 

2.) The new covenant, based as it is on the graciousness of God (6:1), has now surpassed and replaced the 
old covenant (3:7-11).  It powerfully meets man’s needs at His points of greatest weakness – in His aging 
and death (4:16-5:10) and in His alienation from God due to sin (5:14-21).   

The New Covenant fulfills the Old Covenant 

3.) Christ is the pre-existent Son of God (1:19; 8:90, the image of God (4:4), the Lord (4:5), the Judge of all 
(5:10), the sinless one who died as substitute and representative for all people, God reconciling the world 
to Himself through Him (5:14-21).  2 Corinthians contains Paul’s most comprehensive statement about the 
death of Christ (5:14-21). 

Christ – 100% God/100% Man. 

4.) Genuineness of New Testament ministry is not established by ‘letters of recommendation’ or by a would-
be minister’s mystical or miraculous powers, but by his faithfulness in persuading and his effectiveness in 
converting people to the Christian faith (5:11-12; 3:2-3; 10-7).  The very existence of the Corinthian 
congregation was Christ’s living letter of recommendation of Paul’s ministry (3:2-3).  The pattern and 
measure of the minister’s lifestyle is the sacrifice of Christ (4:10-15; 6:1-10; 11:21-33).  Establishing true 
criteria for genuine Christian ministry is one of the major contributions of this letter.   

What is genuine Christian Ministry?  (Prosperity Gospel? NAR? ) 

5.) The ‘word of God’, the gospel, has a definable, limited content which neither Ministers nor anybody else 
may add to or subtract from (4:2; 11:4).  This gospel is exceedingly powerful in bringing rebellious humans 
under the rule of God (4:6; 10:4-5). 

How does one ADD or SUBTRACT from Scripture?  (Seeker sensitive?  Was it subtracting from scripture?) 

6.) Paul was, both in person and through his writings, the apostle of Christ to the Gentiles.  The risen Lord 
gave Paul this ‘authority’ in His historic commissioning of him on the road to Damascus (10:8; 13:10), and 
it is still exercised to subsequent generations through his letters, which now form part of the canon of 
Scripture.  This letter is very important because it is Paul’s major defense of his apostleship to his 
detractors – both ancient and modern.  In it, Paul answers the perennial question why he should be 
regarded as having authority over churches and Christians.   

How do we Question Authority appropriately?  (Unity & disunity look like what?) 

“When you cannot discredit the ministry, discredit the person.  

 When you cannot discredit the person, discredit the ministry.” 

Pastor Orleen 

7.) Christian giving and serving arise out of and are in response to the graciousness of God displayed towards 
and in us.  Cheerful and generous giving, in all its forms, brings a harvest of great enrichment to the givers 
(chapters 8-9). 
(The Message of 2 Corinthians, Bible Speaks today.  Barnett, Paul.  IVP 1988. IL, Downers Grove.) 

When Giving and Serving are a response to the Love of Christ, not a duty to earn it.   
TIMELINE 
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Paul plants the church in Corinth 
Stays 18mths 
Goes to Ephesus to do the same there 
While in Ephesus (2-3yrs) he sends 1 Corinthians via 
Timothy 
Uproar over 1 Corinthians – Not well received 
Paul makes a 2nd visit to Corinth from Ephesus (2 
Cor2:1) 
The visit failed!  Opponents insulted him, rebuked 
him, questioning his Apostolic Authority, Prominent 
member led. 

Paul went back to Ephesus disheartened and 
distressed. 
He wrote the Corinthians the ‘Severe Letter’ which is 
now lost.  Sent with Titus (2Cor 2:3-13). 
This letter had the success Paul wanted from his 2nd 
visit (2Cor 7). 
Paul left Ephesus and went to Macedonia.  Met Titus 
there and heard the amazing results of repentance. 
In response to what Titus reported, Paul wrote 2nd 
Corinthians.   

 
Get your bibles 
 

Christian giving and serving arise out of and are in response to the graciousness of God displayed 

towards and in us.  Cheerful and generous giving, in all its forms, brings a harvest of great enrichment 

to the givers (chapters 8-9). 
(The Message of 2 Corinthians, Bible Speaks today.  Barnett, Paul.  IVP 1988. IL, Downers Grove.) 

When Giving and Serving are a response to the Love of Christ, not a duty to earn it.   

 

A Lifestyle of Serving & Giving 

 

Doesn’t this ‘lifestyle’ mean you are supposed to be a missionary or something? 
Like something you are called to do? 
Or, if we are really honest, something we do to keep God from being mad at us? 
Kinda like earning His favor? 
 

Listener ASK:  How can we motivate one another to acts of love and good works? 

Hebrews 10:23-25 
23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his 

promise. 24 Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 25 And let us 
not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that 

the day of his return is drawing near. 

 

Team ASK? 

• How does this happen? 

Ephesians 2:19- 22                                                                                                                                                                            
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God's people and also 

members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 

chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 
And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.  

 

May I suggest:  This happens through GIVING and SERVING 
 

GIVING 

• Paul’s view of Giving 
2 Corinthians 8:2, 4b  (1-15) NLT 
A Call To Generous Giving 
Now I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his kindness has done through the churches in 

Macedonia. 2 They are being tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled with 

abundant joy, which has overflowed in rich generosity.  [Poor can still be generous] 
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3 For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. And they did it of their own free 

will. 4 They begged us again and again for the privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem. 5 They 

even did more than we had hoped, for their first action was to give themselves to the Lord and to us, just as God 

wanted them to do. 
6 So we have urged Titus, who encouraged your giving in the first place, to return to you and encourage you to finish this ministry of giving. 7 Since you excel in so many 

ways—in your faith, your gifted speakers, your knowledge, your enthusiasm, and your love from us[c]—I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving. 
8 I am not commanding you to do this. But I am testing how genuine your love is by comparing it with the eagerness of the other  churches. 
9 You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you rich. 
10 Here is my advice: It would be good for you to finish what you started a year ago. Last year you were the first who wanted to  give, and you were the first to begin doing 

it. 11 Now you should finish what you started. Let the eagerness you showed in the beginning be matched now by your giving. Give in proportion to what you have. 12 Whatever 

you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. And give according to what you have, not what you don’t have. 13 Of course, I don’t mean your giving should make life easy for 

others and hard for yourselves. I only mean that there should be some equality. 14 Right now you have plenty and can help those who are in need. Later, they will have plenty 

and can share with you when you need it. In this way, things will be equal. 15 As the Scriptures say, 

“Those who gathered a lot had nothing left over, 

    and those who gathered only a little had enough.”  

2 Corinthians 9:6-10  (1-15) NLT 
The Collection for Christians in Jerusalem    ACHAIA [ah KAY yah] 
9 I really don’t need to write to you about this ministry of giving for the believers in Jerusalem. 2 For I know how eager you are to help, and I 

have been boasting to the churches in Macedonia that you in Greece were ready to send an offering a year ago. In fact, it was your 

enthusiasm that stirred up many of the Macedonian believers to begin giving. 
3 But I am sending these brothers to be sure you really are ready, as I have been telling them, and that your money is all collected. I don’t 

want to be wrong in my boasting about you. 4 We would be embarrassed—not to mention your own embarrassment—if some Macedonian 

believers came with me and found that you weren’t ready after all I had told them! 5 So I thought I should send these brothers ahead of me to 

make sure the gift you promised is ready. But I want it to be a willing gift, not one given grudgingly. 
6 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants 
generously will get a generous crop. 7 You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t 

give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 8 And God 

will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left 

over to share with others. 9 As the Scriptures say,  
“They share freely and give generously to the poor. 

    Their good deeds will be remembered forever.”  
10 For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will 
provide and increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you. 
11 Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will 

thank God. 12 So two good things will result from this ministry of giving—the needs of the believers in Jerusalem[f] will be met, and they 

will joyfully express their thanks to God. 
13 As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your generosity to them and to all believers will prove that you are obedient to 

the Good News of Christ. 14 And they will pray for you with deep affection because of the overflowing grace God has given to you. 15 Thank 

God for this gift[g] too wonderful for words! 

 

Giving helps to keep our priorities straight. 
Giving helps to kill selfishness and develop generosity.   
Giving helps us see what God is up to. 
Giving together binds us together – we have equal priorities.  
Giving is an eternal investment. 
 

• Jesus’ View 
Luke 12:33  (NLT) 
33 “Sell your possessions and give to those in need. This will store up treasure for you in heaven! And 
the purses of heaven never get old or develop holes. Your treasure will be safe; no thief can steal it and 

no moth can destroy it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+8%3A1-15&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28900c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9%3A1-15&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28929f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9%3A1-15&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28932g
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• How does this happen? 

Ephesians 2:19- 22                                                                                                                                                                            
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God's people and also 

members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 

chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 
And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.  

 

May I suggest:  This happens through GIVING and SERVING 

 
 
SERVING 
 
Team Ask:  Define Serve in one word 
 

[Serve = To be of use] 
 

• Jesus’ definition of Serve 
Luke 22:24-27 NLT  (Matthew 20, Mark 10) 
24 Then they began to argue among themselves about who would be the greatest among them. 25 Jesus 

told them, “In this world the kings and great men lord it over their people, yet they are called ‘friends 

of the people.’ 26 But among you it will be different. Those who are the greatest among you should take 
the lowest rank, and the leader should be like a servant. 27 Who is more important, the one who sits at 

the table or the one who serves? The one who sits at the table, of course. But not here! For I am 

among you as one who serves. 

 

• How God the Father views Service 
Hebrews 6:10  (NLT) 

For God is not unjust. He will not forget how hard you have worked for him and how you have shown 

your love to him by caring for other believers, as you still do. 

• How we should view Service (Serving Christ but we all are motivated by rewards) 
Colossians 3:23-24 (NLT) 
 23 Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for 

people. 24 Remember that the Lord will give you an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you 

are serving is Christ. 
 

• Jesus Demonstrated and act of Serving or a Lifestyle of Service? 
John 13:3-15  (NLT) 
3 Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything and that he had come from God and would return to God. 4 So he got up 

from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, 5 and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet, 

drying them with the towel he had around him. 
6 When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
7 Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I am doing, but someday you will.” 
8 “No,” Peter protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!” 

Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to me.” 
9 Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my feet!”  
10 Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all over does not need to wash, except for the feet,[a] to be entirely clean. And you disciples are 

clean, but not all of you.” 11 For Jesus knew who would betray him. That is what he meant when he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
12 After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you understand what 

I was doing? 13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I am. 14 And 

since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. 15 I have 

given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A3%E2%80%9315&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26606a
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TEAM ASK: What example was Jesus giving them? 

 
FOOT-WASHING—an expression of hospitality extended to guests in Bible times. People traveling dusty roads in Palestine 
needed to wash their feet for comfort and cleanliness, and foot-washing was generally performed by the lowliest servant in 
the household (Luke 7:44). Thus, foot-washing became a sign Jesus used to teach humility as He washed His disciples feet. 
He explained this act as an example of the spirit they must always be ready to show one another (John 13:5-17). First 
Timothy 5:10 suggests that the early church followed Christ’s example in observing the ritual of foot-washing, and some 
today—either ritually or on sporadic occasion—practice foot-washing as a ministry of humility.1 

 

TEAM ASK:  
 (Would like a lot of chatter about multiple experiences of serving Jesus.  Big and small examples.) 
 

• Can you remember a time when you served…did you do it afraid?   

• Was it something you were good at?  

• Have you ever helped someone into the experience of serving?  

• What are currently doing to serve the Lord? 
 

Serving & Giving accomplishes:   
1. Interdependent Family (pieces of a puzzle fitting together) 
2. Proclamation of Jesus and His power.  What motivates and sustains us.   
3. An invitation for others to join Family.  Service becomes a lifestyle of where we spend our 

time, our treasure, our talent.  It attracts others who are looking for truth.   
4. Beckons engagement.  Others will want to follow our example. 
5. Keeps our egos in check.  (Our inner Pharisee) 
6. X 
7. X 
8. X 
9. X 
10. X 

 

 
Closing: 

Luke 7:36-48 
Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman 
36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so Jesus went to his home and sat down to eat. 37 When a certain immoral woman 

from that city heard he was eating there, she brought a beautiful alabaster jar filled with expensive perfume. 38 Then she knelt behind him at 

his feet, weeping. Her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them off with her hair. Then she kept kissing his feet and putting perfume on them. 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know what kind of woman is 

touching him. She’s a sinner!”40 Then Jesus answered his thoughts. “Simon,” he said to the Pharisee, “I have something to say to you.” 

“Go ahead, Teacher,” Simon replied.41 Then Jesus told him this story: “A man loaned money to two people—500 pieces of silver to one and 

50 pieces to the other. 42 But neither of them could repay him, so he kindly forgave them both, canceling their debts. Who do you suppose 

loved him more after that?”43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the larger debt.” 

“That’s right,” Jesus said. 44 Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Look at this woman kneeling here. When I entered your home, 

you didn’t offer me water to wash the dust from my feet, but she has washed them with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  45 You didn’t 

greet me with a kiss, but from the time I first came in, she has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You neglected the courtesy of olive oil to anoint 

my head, but she has anointed my feet with rare perfume. 
47 “I tell you, her sins—and they are many—have been forgiven, so she has shown me much love. 

But a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.” 48 Then Jesus said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

 

Serving is not a duty we perform to earn a chunk of heaven.  Serving is not an assignment. 
Serving is a response. A response to the love Christ has shown us. 
 

 
1 Hayford, J. W., Thomas Nelson Publishers. (1995). Hayford’s Bible handbook. Nashville, TN; Atlanta, GA; London; Vancouver: Thomas 

Nelson Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/hfordhbk?art=foot-washing&off=1&ctx=%0a~++FOOT-WASHING%E2%80%94an+expression+of+hospita
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NOtes: 
“So it is with you. Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit, try to excel in those that build up the 

church.”  1 Corinthians 14:12 

 
Why Should I Want to Serve God? 
The fact that we should serve God is obvious in Scripture (see Luke 4:8). Why we should want to serve God is a more difficult 
question. Every Christian asked might have a different reason for serving God; different people are motivated by different 
things. However, the Bible does make clear that, when a person is in a real relationship with God, he will serve God. We should 
want to serve God because we know Him; an inherent part of knowing Him is a desire to serve Him. 
It’s always been God’s intention to make us like His Son, Jesus (Romans 8:29). When we look at Jesus’ life, there’s no denying 
that He was a servant. Jesus’ entire life was centered on serving God—by teaching, healing, and proclaiming the Kingdom 
(Matthew 4:23). He came not “to be served but to serve” (Matthew 20:28). Then, on the night of His arrest, Jesus washed the 
disciples’ feet, leaving them with a final teaching to serve one another: “I have set you an example that you should do as I have 
done for you” (see John 13:12–17). So, if Jesus is all about serving, and God wants to make us like Him, then it’s pretty obvious 
that we should be all about serving as well. 
Genuine service cannot be separated from love. We can go through the motions of serving God, but if our hearts are not in it 
we’re missing the point. First Corinthians 13 makes it clear that, unless our service is rooted in love, it’s meaningless. Serving 
God out of a sense of obligation or duty, apart from love for God, is not what He desires. Rather, serving God should be our 
natural, love-filled response to Him who loved us first (see 1 John 4:9–11). 
The apostle Paul is a great example of how having a relationship with God through Christ results in a life of service. Prior to his 
conversion, Paul persecuted and killed believers, thinking he was serving God. But after he encountered Jesus on the road to 
Damascus, he immediately devoted the rest of his life to truly serving God by spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ (see Acts 
9:20). Paul describes this transformation in 1 Timothy 1:12–14: “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that 
he considered me trustworthy, appointing me to his service. Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a 
violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. The grace of our Lord was poured out on me 
abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.” Once Paul became aware of the love and grace that God 
had given him, his response was to serve God. 
The Bible offers several motivations for our service. We want to serve God because “we are receiving a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken” (Hebrews 12:28), because our service supplies “the needs of the Lord’s people” (2 Corinthians 9:12), because our 
service proves our faith and causes others to praise God (2 Corinthians 9:13), and because God sees and rewards our labor of 
love (Hebrews 6:10). Each of these is a good reason to serve God. 
We can give away only what we’ve first received. The reason we can love and serve God is that He first loved and served us 
through Jesus Christ. The more we are aware of and experience God’s love in our own lives, the more prone we are to respond 
in love by serving Him. If you want to want to serve God, the key is to get to know Him! Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal more of 
God to you (John 16:13). When we truly know God, who is love (1 John 4:8), our natural response is a desire to love and serve 
Him in return.2 

 

Invitation to the Lord’s Salvation – Priorities  NLT 
55 “Is anyone thirsty? Come and drink—  even if you have no money! 

Come, take your choice of wine or milk—  it’s all free! 
2 Why spend your money on food that does not give you strength? 

    Why pay for food that does you no good? 

Listen to me, and you will eat what is good. You will enjoy the finest food. 
3 “Come to me with your ears wide open.  Listen, and you will find life. 

I will make an everlasting covenant with you. 

    I will give you all the unfailing love I promised to David. 
4 See how I used him to display my power among the peoples. 
    I made him a leader among the nations. 
5 You also will command nations you do not know, 

    and peoples unknown to you will come running to obey, 

because I, the Lord your God, 

    the Holy One of Israel, have made you glorious.” 

Matthew 28: 16-20    The Great Commission 
 16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw 

him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore #1. go and make disciples of all nations, #2. baptizing them in [a] the 

 
2 Got Questions Ministries. (2002–2013). Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2028&version=TNIV;HCSB;NLT;NKJV#fen-TNIV-24218a
https://ref.ly/logosres/gotqdatabase?art=topic2014.12.33&off=2100
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name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and #3. teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  

Footnotes: a. Matthew 28:19  Or into; see Acts 8:16; 19:5; Romans 6:3; 1 Cor. 1:13; 10:2; Gal. 3:27. 

 
GIVING. Enjoined, Deut. 15:7–11; Matt. 5:42; 19:21; Luke 12:33; 2 Cor. 9:5–7; Gal. 2:10; 1 Tim. 6:18; Heb. 13:16. To be given 
without ostentation, Matt. 6:1–4; Rom. 12:8; freely, 2 Cor. 9:6, 7. Withholding, not of love, 1 John 3:17. Solicited by the 
unfortunate, John 9:8; Acts 3:2.  
Instances of Giving: Zacchaeus, Luke 19:8. Dorcas, Acts 9:36. Cornelius, Acts 10:2. The early Christians, Acts 2:44, 45; 4:34–
37; 6:1–3; 11:29, 30; 24:17; Rom. 15:25–28; 1 Cor. 16:1–4; 2 Cor. 8:1–4, 11, 12, 14; 9:1, 6, 7; Heb. 6:10.3 

9:6 Paul associated the act of giving with the principle of sowing and reaping. Farmers can keep and eat all of their grain, 
or they can “lose” it by throwing it out over the ground. Naturally, the more generous the sowing, the more bountiful the 
rewards. This principle holds true in the spiritual sphere as well. The liberal giver need not fear destitution, for this giver 
would receive in return gifts out of all proportion to what had been given (Prov. 11:24, 25; 19:17; Luke 6:38). Christ loves 
givers who are sincere (not reluctant), spontaneous (not under compulsion), and joyful (not begrudging). He does not look at 
the amount but at the heart (Mark 12:41–44). 

 

 

GIVING: A GENEROUS HEART 

A generous heart is one marked by evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work in your life. God’s love is 

demonstrated in the giving of His Son (John 3:16). Giving your time, energies, and financial resources is 

the expression of a grateful heart, the natural response of a woman who realizes she has been lavished 

with God’s grace (Eph. 1:7, 8). 
In the Old Testament, the Jewish tithe (the first one tenth) was a prescribed percentage of a person’s 

income. It belonged to the Lord and was used to provide for the priests, the temple, and the needy. 

Offerings were made on special occasions (see Ex. 35:21–36:7) and as an obligatory part of public 

sacrifices of thanksgiving, blessing, or sorrow. 

In the New Testament, emphasis is placed upon the believer’s heart and attitude. Paul declared that a 

Christian’s giving should be the overflow of a worshipful heart and a matter of conviction before God (2 

Cor. 9:7). Giving to others in a spirit of forgiveness—without judgment or condemnation—brings joyful, 

abundant rewards (Luke 6:37, 38). 

See also Gal. 6:6–10; Phil. 4:10–20; 1 Tim. 6:3–10; chart on The Offerings of the Lord; notes on 

Debt (Ps. 37); Financial Planning (Luke 19); Gratitude (Ps. 95); Stewardship (Luke 16); portrait of the 

Widow with Two Mites (Mark 12) 

9:10 Generous giving seems hazardous to those who have little; however, the risk dims in light of the greatness of God’s 
power. All resources ultimately come from God, and Paul insisted that God is able to increase these resources for the purpose 
of giving. God supplies the seed and also multiplies the harvest. The Macedonians had given out of extreme poverty. But such 
seed as God had supplied, they had sown in liberality. The results of their generosity would be—for both themselves and the 
recipients of their gift—of a magnitude out of all proportion to the original quantity given. 

9:14, 15 This section concludes in the same way it began—by focusing on the grace of God (2 Cor. 8:1). “Thanks” (Gk. 
charis) is the same word translated “grace” or “favor” (2 Cor. 9:15). The indescribable gift is God’s grace or favor, which 
rests upon those who believe (v. 15). Gratitude for God’s gift brings to an end all debate on the question of giving. It is only 
proper that those who have benefited from such a vast, incomparable spiritual gift should generously and freely give material 
gifts to relieve the needs of others.4 
 

8:1 The churches of Macedonia were congregations in Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea (Ac 16–17). 
8:2–3 These churches had been born in affliction (Ac 16–17). Moreover, they were limited in financial resources; yet these 
factors had not impeded their giving. 
8:4 The same word (ministry) previously used to describe Christian service (4:1; 5:18; 6:3) is now used to describe Christian 
giving. Financial stewardship is ministry. 
8:5 Here is the key to understanding giving as a ministry. When believers offer themselves wholly to the Lord, they have no 
difficulty in offering their wallets to him. 
8:6 Paul’s collection for the Jerusalem Christians had been a long-term project. He had evidently put Titus in charge of at least 

part of it. The Corinthians had “been ready since last year” (9:2) to give, but had not completed the task. The recent trouble in 
Corinth, causing Paul’s sorrowful visit and the severe letter, had surely been the major factor. Now that the Corinthians were 
restored, it was time to finish the task, but it would only be done the right way if it was prompted by God’s grace (v. 1). 

 
3 Swanson, J., & Nave, O. (1994). New Nave’s Topical Bible. Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems. 
4 Thomas Nelson, I. (1995). The Woman’s Study Bible (2 Co 9:6–14). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2028&version=TNIV;HCSB;NLT;NKJV#en-TNIV-24218
https://ref.ly/logosres/newnaves?hw=Giving
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8:7 The Corinthians were more affluent than the Macedonians; therefore they could give more generously, and this is what Paul 
expected to happen (excel also in this act of grace). 
8:8 The generosity of the Macedonians set a challenging standard for giving. Only love for God by his grace would enable the 
Corinthians to pass this test. 
8:9 Jesus’s self-sacrifice is an even higher standard of giving. He willingly exchanged all the wealth of his deity for the poverty 
of the incarnation. 
8:10–11 On finish the task, see note at v. 6. 
8:12 God is more concerned with the quality of giving than with the quantity, as with the widow who gave two coins (Lk 21:1–

4). 
8:13–14 A congregation that has been generous may later find itself in need of help from others. 
8:15 The quotation from Ex 16:18 comes from the Israelites’ first experience with gathering daily manna. God saw to it that 
those who gathered little had enough and those who gathered much did not have a surplus. In the wilderness God enforced this 
principle of equality (Ex 16:20). Paul calls on the Corinthians to be equitable voluntarily, trusting God that they would have 
enough.5 

 
8:1–15 Paul introduces the topic of the collection for the church in Jerusalem (8:1–9:15). He uses the example of the 
Macedonian churches’ generosity to encourage the Corinthians to also give generously (vv. 1–6). Paul emphasizes that 
he is not commanding the Corinthians to give; rather, he is giving them an opportunity to follow Jesus’ example by 
showing grace to the poorer believers in Jerusalem (vv. 7–15). 

8:1 the grace of God that has been given Refers to God’s kindness and grace as expressed in the generosity of the 
Macedonian churches. Paul also references the Macedonians’ generosity in Romans (see Rom 15:26 and note). 

churches of Macedonia This includes the churches in Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea. Paul visited these churches during 
his second and third missionary journeys (Acts 16:11–17:15; 20:1–6). 

8:2 wealth of their generosity The Macedonian churches experienced adversity through hardships, yet they displayed 
generosity for the sake of others. These churches are an example of Paul’s ministry (2 Cor 4:7–12). 

 Giving 

8:3 by their own choice These churches gave willingly and sacrificially. 

8:4 saints Refers to the poor Jewish believers in the church at Jerusalem. Paul is gathering financial relief from the various 
Gentile churches for the Jewish Christians as a gesture of solidarity. 

8:5 by the will of God Paul emphasizes that the Macedonian churches gave according to God’s authority. Paul uses this same 
phrase to defend his apostolic authority as coming from God (see 2 Cor 1:1 and note). 

8:6 Titus Paul sent Titus, his missionary companion, to complete the collection of financial relief to benefit the church in 
Jerusalem (vv. 17–24; 9:3–5). 

he had previously begun See note on v. 10. 

8:7 everything Refers to the spiritual gifts of the Corinthian believers (see 1 Cor 1:4 and note; 1:5 and note). 

in speaking See note on 1 Cor 1:5. 

in knowledge See note on 1 Cor 1:5. 

this grace The Greek word used here, charis, refers to an expression of generosity, and specifically in this instance to the 
collection for the church in Jerusalem. See note on 2 Cor 8:4. 

8:8 not saying this as a command If Paul were to command the Corinthian believers to give, he would take away the 
opportunity for them to express generosity; he would also give some of them further reason to call his apostleship into question. 
He wants them to be free of any compulsion (see 9:7 and note). 

diligence of others The generosity of the Macedonian churches sets an example for the Corinthian believers (compare note 
on v. 2). Paul also used those churches as a standard to test the sincerity of the Corinthians’ love for other believers. 

8:9 grace of our Lord Jesus Christ Refers to Jesus’ generosity expressed in His incarnation and death. Christ offered Himself 
willingly and sacrificially—an example for all believers (John 10:18; 1 John 3:16). 

although he was rich Refers to Jesus’ preexistence as the Son of God. He enjoyed the presence of the Father and shared in 
His glory (John 17:5). 

he became poor Refers to the incarnation of Jesus and His social standing while on earth (Luke 9:58). Paul probably has in 
mind Jesus’ earthly poverty, as well as His suffering and death (e.g., Phil 2:6–8). Paul uses Jesus’ choice to become poor as the 
basis of his appeal for the Jerusalem collection. 

may become rich Refers to the gift of salvation and its blessings—namely, the inheritance of God’s kingdom, the 
righteousness of God, and glorification (1 Cor 15:50; 2 Cor 5:21). The Corinthian believers ought to appreciate and imitate 

Jesus’ self-sacrifice on behalf of others. 

8:10 began previously, a year ago Paul had originally laid the groundwork for this collection in 1 Corinthians (1 Cor 16:1–
4). 

8:11 you have the eagerness The Corinthian believers have expressed their desire to contribute (1 Cor 16:1–3); Paul 
encourages them to follow through and turn their desire into action. 

8:12 according to what one has Echoes Jesus’ teaching on giving and generosity (see Mark 12:41–44). Paul encourages the 
Corinthians to give according to their desire and means. 

 
5 Easley, K. H. (2017). 2 Corinthians. In E. A. Blum & T. Wax (Eds.), CSB Study Bible: Notes (pp. 1847–1848). Nashville, TN: Holman Bible 

Publishers. 
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8:13 there may be relief Paul does not intend that the church in Corinth and the church in Jerusalem trade financial situations; 
he wants the abundance in Corinth to benefit Jerusalem. 

8:14 their abundance Paul envisions a time when the Corinthian church may need financial assistance. In such a 
circumstance, the abundance of other churches will supply their need. With this, Paul suggests a system in which churches aid 
one another in difficult times, such as during a famine or hardship involving large amounts of poor people needing assistance. 

8:15 As it is written Paul quotes Exod 16:18, a verse showing how God sufficiently supplied the needs of the Israelites in the 
wilderness by providing manna (bread) and quail (Exod 16:1–36). Just as God provided equally for His people then, the 
Corinthians should look to provide equality among believers now.6 

 
 8:8–9  CHRIST BECAME POOR 

Almost anyone can “love” people in the abstract. But when it comes time to express that love—by lending 
a helping hand or writing a check—one can quickly determine the sincerity of a person’s love for others. 
That was Paul’s point in 2 Cor. 8:8–9. To illustrate it, he used the ultimate model of tangible love—Jesus 
Christ. 

Christ became poor in order to make us rich. Consider what He gave up when He left heaven and took on a 
human body: 

• He left His Father, whose immediate presence He would not enjoy again for more than 30 years. How 
long would you be willing to be away from your closest companion and friend in order to help a group 
of people—especially if you knew that most of them would reject and despise you, and might even kill 
you? 

• We can imagine that He left a joyful crowd that included Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, the angelic hosts, and 
all the redeemed saints who were worshiping Him, glorifying Him, and having fellowship with Him 
prior to His incarnation. He left those who loved Him to come and be misunderstood, rejected, scorned, 
hated, and scourged by most of those He came to help. Would you leave a position of honor and 
adoration to go help people who would by and large reject you? 

• He left a heavenly home that far exceeded in splendor, majesty, and comfort the physical environment 
of His earthly life. Would you give up the best accommodations this earth has to offer in order to help 
needy people in a bad neighborhood? 

• He left His pre-incarnate existence in the form of God, without limitations, to take on a physical body 
subject to fatigue, aches, and pains. Would you accept hunger, thirst, fatigue, pain, and limited physical 
abilities to help people who didn’t even care whether you came or not? 

The statement that Christ became poor puts into perspective Jesus’ command to the rich young ruler to sell 
what he had and give the proceeds to the poor (Mark 10:21), and His instruction to the disciples to sell what 
they had and give alms, providing themselves treasure in heaven (Luke 12:33). What Jesus asked them to do, He 
had already done—to such a degree, in fact, that their obedience could never equal His selflessness. ♦ 
 

Jesus worked as a carpenter and lived responsibly. But the fact remains, He 

was born poor and lived poor. In fact, He was homeless. See Matt. 8:20. 
Christ may have been poor, but many of His followers today are not. How 
should wealthy believers handle their money? See “Christians and Money” at 
1 Tim. 6:6–19. 
To gain further insight into Christ’s work of rescuing us from sin, see 
“Salvation—Past, Present, and Future” at Rom. 5:6–11, and “A Month-Long 
Journey with Jesus” in the front matter. 

 

 

 

8:13–15   
Paul challenged the Corinthian Christians to participate in a fund-raising project to benefit believers at 
Jerusalem. But he seemed to be concerned with more than money. He wanted Gentile churches like Corinth to 
start practicing solidarity with their Jewish brothers and sisters (2 Cor. 8:13–15, 24). It’s almost as if the new 

churches owed something, in a sense, to the original church in Jerusalem. 7 
 

Ps 2:11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling 

Ps 100:2 Serve the Lord with gladness; come before His presence with singing 

Ps 102:22 When the peoples are gathered together, and the kingdoms, to serve the Lord 

 
6 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012, 2016). Faithlife Study Bible (2 Co 8:1–

15). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
7 Word in life study Bible. (1996). (electronic ed., 2 Co 8:8–13). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb?ref=Bible.2Co8.1-15&off=4316
https://ref.ly/logosres/wilstbib?ref=Bible.2Co8.8&off=-11&ctx=%0a~%0a++8:8%E2%80%939++Christ+Became+Poor%0aAlmost+any
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1Cor 7:35 And this I say for your own profit, not that I may put a leash on you, but for what is proper, and that 

you may serve the Lord without distraction 

Col 3:24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord 

Christ8 

9:3 Prove empty (Gk. kenoō) belongs to the same stem as the adverb used in 6:1, which there refers to the danger 

of apparently receiving God’s grace in a less than genuine way. Here the danger is that the Corinthians may fail to 

give generously as Paul had boasted they would (9:2). The implication may be that their failure to give generously 

would be evidence that their faith was less than genuine, but they would also be missing out on the blessing that is 

in store for everyone who “sows bountifully” (v. 6). 

9:5 be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction. The word translated “[willing] gift” can also mean “blessing” 

(Gk. eulogia); the collection is to be a response to God’s grace in their lives (8:6–9), not something coerced by the 

fear of judgment. 

9:6–15 Generosity, Joy, and the Glory of God. The Corinthians’ gift will maximize their joy, help fellow believers, 

and bring honor and praise to God. 

9:6 sows bountifully. Paul expands a well-known proverb: “You reap what you sow” (e.g., Job 4:8; Ps. 126:5; 

Prov. 22:8; Jer. 12:13; Matt. 6:26; John 4:36–37; Gal. 6:7). God does not command Christians to give a certain 

amount, but he provides opportunities to give generously. Those who sow generously will also reap bountifully 

in terms of bearing fruit for God’s kingdom and in other ways as well (2 Cor. 9:11). 

9:7–8 God loves (in the sense of “approves of”) a cheerful giver, an allusion to Prov. 22:8 in the Septuagint (cf. 

Deut. 15:10; Rom. 12:8). God loves such joy-motivated giving to others because it expresses contentment in God’s 

gracious giving to the believer (see 2 Cor. 9:14) that makes every good work possible and results in thanksgiving 

and glory to God (see vv. 11–13). 

9:9 distributed freely … given to the poor. The good work of God’s people (v. 8; see 1 Cor. 15:58) corresponds 

to the description of the man in Ps. 112:9, whose righteousness is manifest in his providing for the poor. endures 

forever. Such righteousness remains beyond the day of judgment because it originates from and is sustained by the 

Lord’s righteousness, expressed in giving to his people, which also “endures forever” (Ps. 111:3). 

9:10 The promise that God will increase the harvest should not be understood in material terms but in terms of 

increasing your righteousness. Thus the quoted OT texts (Isa. 55:10; Hos. 10:12) refer specifically to the provision 

of God’s word for the redemption of his people. God’s promise is that he will use his people and their resources as 

instruments of his grace for the salvation of others. 

9:11 You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way. God will provide for the Corinthians’ needs 

so that they can continue generously meeting others’ needs and giving resources to advance the gospel. 

9:12–14 the ministry (Gk. diakonia) of this service (Gk. leitourgia). The collection is an integral part of the 

ministry of the gospel (cf. 3:7–9; 4:1; 5:18; 6:3) and an act of public worship (cf. also Luke 1:23; Rom. 15:27; Phil. 

2:17, 30; Heb. 9:21), which causes others to offer thanksgivings to God as they see the work of God’s grace in 

the lives of the Corinthians. 

9:15 The gift of the Corinthians reflects the inexpressible gift God has given to believers in Christ (cf. 8:9; Rom. 

8:32).9 

 
 
THE CHURCH AND ITS MISSION
 Interdependent Family 

 
8 Thomas Nelson Publishers. (2000). Find it Fast in the Bible (pp. 615–616). Nashville: T. Nelson Publishers. 
9 Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (pp. 2234–2235). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/findfast?ref=Page.p+615&off=4882&ctx=d+His+people+Israel%0a~Ps+2:11+Serve+the+Lo
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ASK: What is a church? 
ASK:  Who makes up the church? 
Ephesians 1:22-23         22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

Ephesians 2:19- 22                                                                                                                                                                            

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God's people and also 
members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 
And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.  
 

It is part of the salvation process:                                                                                                                   

Hebrews12:23     22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon 
thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the  Judge 
of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better 
word than the blood of Abel. 
 How does the church act as a family? 
How do we accomplish this purpose? 
How are we:  22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.  
 
According to the following scripture, what is the threefold purpose of the church: 

 
Matthew 28: 16-20    The Great Commission 
 16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but 

some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore #1. go and make 

disciples of all nations, #2. baptizing them in [a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and #3. teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  

Footnotes: a. Matthew 28:19  Or into; see Acts 8:16; 19:5; Romans 6:3; 1 Cor. 1:13; 10:2; Gal. 3:27. 

 
ASK: What is Maranatha’s Four Fold Purpose 

1.) To Worship God 
2.) To Draw People to Jesus Christ 
3.) To Teach and To Train 
4.) To Impact our Community                                                                          Stop here for MAG MM 

 
 

 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31     Unity and Diversity in the Body 
What is the nature o f the Church, the body of Christ (Vs. 12-14)? 

{Christ’s body is one, but it is made up of many parts working together.} 

 
 12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all 
baptized by [a] one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one 
Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.  

 
What did Paul say in response to those who might feel they could be believers without regular interaction with other 
believers (Vs. 15-17)? 
{We all need one another.  The Body is incomplete without all its members, nor is any one part of the Body compete in itself.} 

    15 Now if the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to 
be part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that 
reason cease to be part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole 
body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  

WHO determines what role you fill in the body of Christ (Vs. 18)?  

18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  

According to verses 19 through 26, how does God view the various parts of the Body?   
What has He done to ensure equity?     

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2028&version=TNIV;HCSB;NLT;NKJV#fen-TNIV-24218a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2028&version=TNIV;HCSB;NLT;NKJV#en-TNIV-24218
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2012:12-31&version=TNIV;HCSB;NLT;NKJV#fen-TNIV-28639a
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{God views every believer as being necessary.  He has ensured equity by giving honor to those who would not normally 
receive honor.  Every member is of equal importance to the Body.} 
 
19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.  
    21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" 22 On the 
contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable 
we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable 
parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so 
that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, 
every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.  
 
What are some of the specific roles in the body of Christ mentioned in verses 27 and 28?  Are these all the gifts given to the 
Church?    
 
(Romans 12:3-8 Motivational/Father.  Ephesians 4:11-13 Vocational/Son.  This list here is partially on the Ephesians list.  

NOTE:  Then, is a break in the list of vocations.  Means:  For The Rest )      
                                                                                                                                                                                                      

{All believers are part of Christ’s body, whether they are apostles, prophets, teachers, workers of miracles, helpers, 
administrators, or people with the gift of speaking in tongues.  There are other gifts and other roles as well.  The important 
thing is that each believer functions as he or she has been gifted to function.} 
 
    27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in the church first of all 
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds 
of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all 
speak in tongues [b]? Do all interpret? 31 Now eagerly desire [c] the greater gifts.   And yet I will show you the most excellent 
way.  
 

Church Strife: 
One of the most common problems in churches is competition or envy among believers.  This is not a new problem; it was one 
of the controversies that caused Paul to write the letter we know as 1 Corinthians.  The Bible is clear in its teaching regarding 
this issue:  God does not tolerate envy of others’ gifts or arrogance about the gifts God has given to us.  Those who destroy the 
Body through envy and pride will be destroyed by God (1 Corinthians 3:16, 17).  God gives the gift:  we are to use it for His 

glory. 

 
How are we supposed to treat one another according to the following scripture? 
{As the place where HE lives.} 

 
1 Corinthians 3:16-17: 

16 Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If anyone destroys 
(defiles) God's temple, God will destroy that person; for God's temple is sacred, and you together are that temple. 

 
What will happen to the person who destroys His temple (Vs. 17)? 
{God will destroy that person.} 
 
What does that mean? (Anti-war?) 

{Destroy = To ruin through corrupting or seducing.  False teaching, pride, spite, vindictive, immorality. 
Related to Matthew 18:6.} 
 
Matthew 18:6 
6 "If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them if a 

large millstone were hung around their neck and they were drowned in the depths of the sea. 

 

Extra:    1 Timothy 3:1-13; 1 Timothy 5:17-21; Titus 1:6-9 
 

Essential Doctrines Week #5 
Sanctification ∙ The Church and Its Mission ∙ The Ministry 

 
 Doctrine #11        
THE MINISTRY

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2012:12-31&version=TNIV;HCSB;NLT;NKJV#fen-TNIV-28656b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2012:12-31&version=TNIV;HCSB;NLT;NKJV#fen-TNIV-28657c
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Committed to Service 

 

Hebrews 10:24-25: 
24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting 

together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching. 

 

What can motivate us to service (Vs. 24)?    {Eachother} 

According to verse 25, what can happen if we do not encourage one another?     {Give up} 

 
What is implied by “all the more as you see the Day approaching”? 
{It will become more difficult the closer we get to the end times.} 
 

“So it is with you. Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit,  

try to excel in those that build up the church.”  1 Corinthians 14:12 
 

Ephesians 4:11-16: 
11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people 

for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  

    14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind 
of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in 
love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and 
held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.  
 

• What is the purpose of vocational giftings, the leadership roles in the church (Vs. 11, 12)? 
{Church leaders are to equip the saints for the work of service to build up the body of Christ.  In other 
words, church leaders are not to do all the work, but to help everyone do all the work together.} 
 

• Who gives these gifts to the church. (Vs. 11)?     {Christ} 

 

• What is the relationship between the Pastor and other leaders in the church? 
{Boss?  Cheerleader? Parent?   First among equals.} 
 

• What is the purpose of the leadership roles in the church (Vs. 11, 12)? 
{Church leaders are to equip the saints for the work of service to build up the body of Christ.  In other 
words, church leaders are not to do all the work, but to help everyone do all the work together.} 
 

• For what three-fold purpose. (Vs. 12&13)? 
{To build the body of Christ.  Reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of Christ.  Become mature.} 
 

• How long will the Church need human leadership (Vs. 13, 14)? 
{Until all believers are perfect in spiritual maturity and wisdom, we will always need godly church leaders 
to help us in our walks with God.} 
 

• What causes the spiritual growth of the body of Christ (Vs. 15,1 6)?                                                             
{When the believers in a church work together in unity, each doing his or her part, growth in love and 
service follows.} 
 
ASK:  How does a believer discover his or her role in the local church? 
                                Stop here for MAG MM 

Mark 16:15-20: 
15 He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized 

will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who 



Living Scripture with the Corinthians.  
Week 29:  Considering 2 Corinthians – A lifestyle of Serving & Giving 

 

 

 

15 

believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes with their 

hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, 

and they will get well."  

    19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. 20 
Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by 
the signs that accompanied it.  

• What is the basic ministry of every person in the body of Christ? 
{All believers are to go into the world and preach the gospel.} 
 

• What can a believer expect when he or she ministers (Vs. 17, 18)? 
{When believers share the gospel, that gospel is accompanied by signs and wonders – healings, demonic 
defeats, and supernatural protection.} 
 

• According to verses 19 and 20, who is your associate in ministry? 
{Jesus faithfully works with us as we fulfill His command to minister to the world.} 
 

 

Signs and Wonders: 

Signs and Wonders were a normal part of church life in the first century.  God used them to prove to the Jews and 

other unbelievers that this gospel was true.  Has the occurrence of signs and wonders lessened since New Testament 

times?  Has the effect of signs and wonders lessened?  Do we seek signs and wonders? 

 

SIGNS, THE SEEKING OF 
Mark 8:11-13                                                                                                                                                                             
 11(A) The Pharisees came and began to argue with him,(B) seeking from him(C) a sign from heaven(D) to test him. 
12And(E) he sighed deeply(F) in his spirit and said, "Why does this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will 
be given to this generation." 13And(G) he left them, got into the boat again, and went to the other side. 
Cross references: 

A. Mark 8:11 : For Mark 8:11-21, Matt 16:1-12  
B. Mark 8:11 : 1 Cor 1:22; Matt 12:38  
C. Mark 8:11 : Luke 11:16; 21:11  
D. Mark 8:11 : John 8:6 
E. Mark 8:12 : Mark 7:34  
F. Mark 8:12 : John 11:33 
G. Mark 8:13 : Matt 4:13; 21:17 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Lesson 5 A Servant’s Heart 
What did you want to be when you grew up? Most likely, your ambition was not to become a slave. Even now, you’d 
probably rather have a maid than be one! But the Bible summons you to servanthood. The goal of every Christian 
ought to be the same as Jesus Christ’s—“not to be ministered unto, but to minister” (Matthew 20:28). 

It’s usually not fun to serve. Normally it’s just plain old hard work, a discipline of obedience. But serving God and 
others from the heart with godly motives brings joy and blessings unique to those who serve. Even if you didn’t grow 
up to be what you’d planned to be, it’s not too late to pursue the greatest vocation of all—a servant! 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8:11-13&version=ESV#cen-ESV-24507A
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8:11-13&version=ESV#cen-ESV-24507B
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8:11-13&version=ESV#cen-ESV-24507C
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8:11-13&version=ESV#cen-ESV-24507D
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8:11-13&version=ESV#cen-ESV-24508E
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8:11-13&version=ESV#cen-ESV-24508F
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8:11-13&version=ESV#cen-ESV-24509G
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8:11-13&version=ESV#en-ESV-24507
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ForMark8:11-21,Matt16:1-12&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8:11-13&version=ESV#en-ESV-24507
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Cor1:22;Matt12:38&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8:11-13&version=ESV#en-ESV-24507
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke11:16;21:11&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8:11-13&version=ESV#en-ESV-24507
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John8:6&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8:11-13&version=ESV#en-ESV-24508
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark7:34&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8:11-13&version=ESV#en-ESV-24508
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John11:33&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8:11-13&version=ESV#en-ESV-24509
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt4:13;21:17&version=ESV
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Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with all your heart: for consider how great things he hath done for 
you. (1 Samuel 12:24) 

WHOM DO YOU SERVE? 

 1. In the following verses, underline whom you serve. 

Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 
(Ephesians 6:6) 

Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. (Psalm 2:11) 

Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your 
fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the Lord. (Joshua 24:14) 

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to 
God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? (Hebrews 9:14) 

 2. List some ways you are presently serving the Lord. 
 

Look at your list. Do you see that serving the Lord always requires serving people? You can worship the Lord alone, 
but you cannot serve Him in solitude. 

SERVING THE LORD = SERVING PEOPLE 
 

Serving the servants of the Lord 

After the Lord gave the child Samuel to Hannah, she “lent him to the Lord” to be His lifelong servant. Samuel went 
to live at the temple with Eli, the high priest. First Samuel 2:11 says that this boy, around age twelve, “did minister 
unto [serve; wait on] the Lord before Eli the priest.” 

 3. What services did he perform for Eli (1 Samuel 3:3–6, 15)? 
 

These were simple, practical acts, but in doing them, Samuel was serving the Lord. 

 4. Read Luke 8:1–3. What were Jesus and His disciples doing? 
 

What women were traveling with them? 
 

What needs did they meet with their own resources? 
 

This was the first ladies’ missionary society! 

Serving the saints of the Lord 

The early church honored and financially supported older widows who had no other resources if they were devoted 
to serving the Lord and the church. 

 5. List the good works these women did (1 Timothy 5:10). 
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These are all unglamorous, private acts of ministry to others, but they were done as service to the Lord. 

 6. Dorcas was a servant to the church (Acts 9:36–39) who met the needs of the poor. Verse 36 says she was “full 
of  and .” 

Specifically, what had she done and for whom? 
 

What tools, then, did she use to serve the Lord? 
 

 7. Read the account of the judgment of the Gentiles in Matthew 25:34–40. What principle is being taught? 
 

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the 
household of faith. (Galatians 6:10) 

The opportunity to do good works = the obligation to do good works—to everyone, but especially to whom? Who is 
that? 

For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, 
in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. (Hebrews 6:10) 

The ministry of those who served the saints (poor, persecuted church members) is described here as a “work and 
labour [wearying, painful toil] of love,” done in the name of God. 

 8. In contrast, what does 1 John 3:17 say about a Christian who does not meet the physical needs of other 
believers? 
 

 9. Read Romans 12:13, 1 Peter 4:9, and Hebrews 13:2. What is one practical way to love and serve? 
 

When you do this, what tools are you using to serve the Lord? 
 

HOW DO YOU SERVE? 

Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with all your heart: for consider how great things he hath done for 
you. (1 Samuel 12:24) 

 10. How do you recognize service that’s done from the heart? What does service that’s not from the heart look like? 
(Remember the Bible definition of heart—your emotional, mental, and spiritual self.) 
 

 11. According to this verse, what should you keep in mind as you serve? 
 

 12. What emotions should accompany your service (Psalm 100:2; Romans 12:11)? 
 

What “great things” has God done for you? Have you been serving Him grudgingly, motivated by guilt and obligation, 
or in jubilant response to His blessings? 

Your physical body is your tool for service. Though you love and worship God spiritually, service always involves 
action. 
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 13. Every woman is allowed to choose whose servant she will be. Read Romans 6:13–23 and give the two options 
you have—and their outcomes. (Your “members” are your body parts.) 
 

 14. Your choice of whom you serve with your body stems from a spiritual decision you have made (or not made). 
What surrender does Romans 12:1 beg you to make? 
 

 15. Read 1 Corinthians 6:19–20. What amazing truth about the Holy Spirit is taught in verse 19? 
 

Therefore, you are not . 

So, what is your obligation? 
 

 16. How have you used your body to serve others this week? If you are not using your body to serve others, what 
does that say about your spirit? 
 

WHY DO YOU SERVE? 

Every Christian has received at least one spiritual gift. You (yes, you!) have something special to contribute to the 
body of Christ. 

But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. (Ephesians 4:7) 

But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that. (1 Corinthians 7:7) 

But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. (1 Corinthians 12:7) 

But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. (1 
Corinthians 12:11) 

 17. Ephesians 4:12–16 tells how the body of Christ will gain when believers exercise their spiritual gifts. List those 
benefits. 
 

 18. According to 1 Corinthians 13:1–3, what one trait is absolutely essential if any spiritual gift is to benefit others? 
 

Love is always focused on others, not on self. You don’t receive a spiritual gift so that you can be proud of it or enjoy 
it by yourself but so that you can use it to serve the church. 

 19. Romans 12:3–10 compares the body of believers to a physical body, in which all members (all parts) have been 
gifted for their office (the role they are to play). 

Where did your gift come from (verse 3)? 
 

How should that affect your attitude toward your gift? 
 

Do we all have the same gifts (verses 4, 6)? 
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What is our relationship to Christ and to each other (verse 5)? 
 

What seven spiritual gifts are named (verses 6–8)? 
 

With what kind of love are you to serve (verse 9a)? 
 

In what practical way do you show love (verse 10)? 
 

Notice how all these ways of serving are focused on people. Do you recognize any of these gifts as yours? Are you 
using them? 

My husband and I were visiting in the home of a couple who had been members of our church. Explaining why they 
had recently decided to join another, much larger church, the wife said, “Well, it’s just like shopping. If K-Mart 
doesn’t have what you want, you go to Wal-Mart instead.” 

Based on what you have just learned, what’s wrong with that sort of consumer mentality toward the local church? 
Is it biblical for a Christian to choose a church based on what it offers her? Or does she have other obligations to the 
body? 

First Corinthians 12 gives another comparison of the body of Christ with a physical body. 

 20. Why did the Lord make His children (the parts of His body) different from each other (verses 14–20)? 
 

Is any member of the body unimportant, unnecessary, insignificant, or inferior? Explain (verses 21–24). 
 

Instead of being divided, how should we respond to each other (verses 25–26)? 
 

We serve each other in the body by recognizing the value of every person’s spiritual gift and by sharing joys and 
giving emotional support in trials. Don’t fret about identifying your spiritual gift. Just tell the Lord you will serve Him 
by serving others and then watch for doors to open. Walk through them, and you’ll soon sense what you do best. 

Peter sums up our topic in 1 Peter 4:10–11. He says that you are to minister to others the gift you have received, 
because you are simply the steward, not the owner, of your gift. 

 21. If you have a speaking gift, how are you to speak? 
 

If you have a serving gift, how are you to serve? 
 

What’s your ultimate goal for using your gift? 
 

Ruth serves the Lord by playing the piano and teaching children in her church in spite of crippling arthritis and other 
painful ailments. When I asked her how she does it, she answered, “I don’t know. I just know that I’m supposed to 
serve the Lord and that when I try, He helps me. Every time I play the piano, He gets the glory, because everybody 
knows I can’t play with hands like these!” 

 22. What was Isaiah’s honest appraisal of himself (Isaiah 6:5–8)? 



Living Scripture with the Corinthians.  
Week 29:  Considering 2 Corinthians – A lifestyle of Serving & Giving 

 

 

 

20 

 

What did God do for Isaiah? 
 

What was Isaiah’s immediate response? 
 

Simon the Pharisee thought he was righteous, but he omitted some simple acts of service to Jesus (Luke 7:36–48). 

 23. What were they (verses 44–46)? 
 

Why did the sinful woman do much more (verse 47)? 
 

According to Jesus, who will love and serve the Lord most? 
 

Jesus Christ came to earth as a servant, not as a King; as a man, not in His glory as God. 

 24. Read Philippians 2:5–8. What was Jesus’ ultimate act of service? 
 

Even before His death, He set an example of servanthood. Read John 13:3–15. 

 25. What simple, humble service did He do for His disciples? 
 

Why did He do that? Was it just because their feet were dirty? 
 

What example was He setting for His disciples (and you)? 
 

In Mark 10:35–45. Jesus’ disciples were competing for dominance in His kingdom. Jesus told them, “Whosoever will 
be great among you, shall be your minister: and whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.” 

If you were asked to serve in a president’s cabinet, you’d be honored. But you have an infinitely greater privilege—
to serve the King of Kings! You serve Him by serving His people. God makes a promise to you, His servant, in Hebrews 
6:10: “God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love.” 

But I am among you as he that serveth. (Luke 22:27) 

“Once we realize that Jesus has served us even to the depths of our meagerness, our selfishness, and our sin, nothing 
we encounter from others will be able to exhaust our determination to serve others for His sake.” (Oswald 
Chambers) 
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