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Welcome 

Worship w/Prayer Board 

 

Annc 

 

Thank you, Pr. Robin! 

 

Homework: Chapter 4 & 5 & 6 Cross References 

 

Timeline: 
We do not have access to the full story nor the full correspondence, so we study looking for clues and 

connections to fill in what is not said nor provided. 

 

  FIRST VISIT IS IN ACTS 18 

 

Power Point:  Slide #1 

 

i. The ‘Previous Letter’, which may be contained in 2 Corinthians 6:14 – 7::1 (N.B. 6:13 
runs very smoothly into 7:2). 

ii. ‘Chloe’s people’ (1 Cor. 1:11_ bring Paul at Ephesus news of divisions at Corinth. 
iii. 1 Corinthians chapters 1-4 were written in reply and Timothy is about to take it to 

Corinth (1 Cor. 4:17). 
iv. Three men (Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus:  1 Cor. 16:17) arrive with more 

news and a letter from Corinth:  Paul immediately writes chapters 5 and 6 and pens 
chapters 7-16 in reply to this letter.  Timothy then takes the whole of 1 Corinthians 
to Corinth. 

v. The situation gets worse and Paul makes a disastrous visit to Corinth after which 
things get even more painful for Paul (cf. 2 Cor. 2:1). 

vi. He then sends the ‘Severe Letter’ (2 Cor. 10-13) by the hands of Titus (2 Cor. 2:13; 
7:13). 

vii. Paul is so worried that he cannot wait for Titus to return; he sets out to meet him in 
Macedonia (2 Cor. 7:5-13), and then writes 2 Corinthians 1-9, the ‘Letter of 
Reconciliation’. 

(“Message of 1 Corinthians”, David Prior, pg. 18. The Bible Speaks Today, IVP 1985) 
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[???NEXT WEEK ON CHPT 6 DELVE INTO THE PORNOGRAPHY PROBLEM…WHAT IS 

PORNOGRAPHY.  USE FIGHT THE NEW DRUG TRACTS???] 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 5 
Paul Condemns Spiritual Pride 

5 I can hardly believe the report about the sexual immorality going on among you—something that even 

pagans don’t do. I am told that a man in your church is living in sin with his stepmother.[a] 2 You are so 

proud of yourselves, but you should be mourning in sorrow and shame. And you should remove this man 

from your fellowship. 

3 Even though I am not with you in person, I am with you in the Spirit.b] 
 And as though I were there, I have already passed judgment on this man 4 in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

You must call a meeting of the church.[c] I will be present with you in spirit, and so will the power of our 

Lord Jesus. 5 Then you must throw this man out and hand him over to Satan so that his sinful nature will 

be destroyed[d] and he himself[e] will be saved on the day the Lord[f] returns. 

6 Your boasting about this is terrible. Don’t you realize that this sin is like a little yeast that spreads 

through the whole batch of dough? 7 Get rid of the old “yeast” by removing this wicked person from 

among you. Then you will be like a fresh batch of dough made without yeast, which is what you really 

are. Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for us.[g] 8 So let us celebrate the festival, not with the 

old bread[h] of wickedness and evil, but with the new bread[i] of sincerity and truth. 

9 When I wrote to you before, I told you not to associate with people who indulge in sexual sin. 10 But I 

wasn’t talking about unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or are greedy, or cheat people, or worship 

idols. You would have to leave this world to avoid people like that. 11 I meant that you are not to 

associate with anyone who claims to be a believer[j] yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships 

idols, or is abusive, or is a drunkard, or cheats people. Don’t even eat with such people. 

12 It isn’t my responsibility to judge outsiders, but it certainly is your responsibility to judge those inside 

the church who are sinning. 13 God will judge those on the outside; but as the Scriptures say, “You must 

remove the evil person from among you.”[k] 
Footnotes: 

a. 5:1 Greek his father’s wife. 
b. 5:3 Or in spirit. 
c. 5:4 Or In the name of the Lord Jesus, you must call a meeting of the church. 
d. 5:5a Or so that his body will be destroyed; Greek reads for the destruction of the flesh. 
e. 5:5b Greek and the spirit. 
f. 5:5c Other manuscripts read the Lord Jesus; still others read our Lord Jesus Christ. 
g. 5:7 Greek has been sacrificed. 
h. 5:8a Greek not with old leaven. 
i. 5:8b Greek but with unleavened [bread]. 
j. 5:11 Greek a brother. 
k. 5:13 Deut 17:7. 

Sexual Immorality Defiles the Church 

5 It is actually reported that there is (A)sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even 

among pagans, (B)for a man has his father's wife. 2 And (C)you are arrogant! Ought you (D)not rather to mourn? 

Let him who has done this be removed from among you. 

3 For though (E)absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on 

the one who did such a thing. 4 When you are assembled (F)in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is 
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present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 you are (G)to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the 

flesh, so (H)that his spirit may be saved (I)in the day of the Lord.[a] 

6 (J)Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that (K)a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the 

old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 

sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, (L)not with the old leaven, (M)the leaven of malice and evil, but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

9 I wrote to you in my letter (N)not to associate with sexually immoral people—10 (O)not at all meaning (P)the 

sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, (Q)since then you would need to go out 

of the world. 11 But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone (R)who bears the name of brother if he 

is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with 

such a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging (S)outsiders? (T)Is it not those inside the church[b] whom you are 

to judge? 13 God judges[c] those outside. (U)“Purge the evil person from among you.” 
Footnotes: 

a. 1 Corinthians 5:5 Some manuscripts add Jesus 
b. 1 Corinthians 5:12 Greek those inside 

c. 1 Corinthians 5:13 Or will judge 
Cross references: 

A. 1 Corinthians 5:1 : 2 Cor. 12:21 

B. 1 Corinthians 5:1 : Lev. 18:8; Deut. 22:30; 27:20 

C. 1 Corinthians 5:2 : See ch. 4:6 

D. 1 Corinthians 5:2 : [2 Cor. 7:7-10] 

E. 1 Corinthians 5:3 : Col. 2:5; [1 Thess. 2:17] 

F. 1 Corinthians 5:4 : 2 Thess. 3:6; [Matt. 16:19; 18:18; John 20:23; 2 Cor. 13:3, 10; 1 Tim. 5:20] 

G. 1 Corinthians 5:5 : 1 Tim. 1:20; [Job 2:6; Acts 26:18] 

H. 1 Corinthians 5:5 : [Prov. 23:14] 

I. 1 Corinthians 5:5 : See ch. 1:8 

J. 1 Corinthians 5:6 : James 4:16; [ver. 2] 

K. 1 Corinthians 5:6 : Gal. 5:9; [ch. 15:33] 

L. 1 Corinthians 5:8 : Ex. 12:15; Deut. 16:3 

M. 1 Corinthians 5:8 : [Matt. 16:6, 12; Mark 8:15; Luke 12:1] 

N. 1 Corinthians 5:9 : [2 Cor. 6:14; Eph. 5:11; 2 Thess. 3:6, 14] 

O. 1 Corinthians 5:10 : [ch. 10:27] 

P. 1 Corinthians 5:10 : Eph. 5:5; Col. 3:5; [ch. 6:9] 

Q. 1 Corinthians 5:10 : [John 17:15] 

R. 1 Corinthians 5:11 : 2 Thess. 3:6 

S. 1 Corinthians 5:12 : See Mark 4:11 

T. 1 Corinthians 5:12 : [ch. 6:1-4] 

U. 1 Corinthians 5:13 : [Deut. 13:5; 17:7, 12; 21:21; 22:21, 22, 24; Judg. 20:13] 

 
Slide #1: 

Who was this person?  Obviously well liked.  Upstanding in the Corinth community?  Wealthy? 

Kind?  Good hang?  WHY THE ACCEPTANCE OF?  WHY THE DELAY OF 

CONFRONTATION?  WHO WAS LEADING THE ACCEPTING?  WHY WAS THE VOICE 

OF CONFRONTATION QUIET? 
 

Sexual disobedience = Immaturity of belief  
Keep in mind the history of this culture.  What was their ‘norm’? 
 
“In such a context it would have been very tempting to compromise the Christian position, either by 

judgmental expressions of horrors at sexual deviation or by easy going tolerance.”   

David Prior “Message of Corinthians” IVP Press.   
 
 “A man has his father’s wife.”  Indicating he has his stepmother as a wife or concubine while his father 
is still living.  Prohibited in the Torah. (Lev. 18:8; Duet. 22:30; 27:20) 
 

(Vs 1) – Immorality = porneia “resorting to prostitutes”  
(Note:  Chapter six list more of the sins lifestyle problems.)  
 

Slide #2: 
Paul is appalled at the attitude of the church:  Arrogance (Vs. 2).  

 1 Corinthians 13:4 Love is not Arrogant.  Therefore, love is not in operation here:  
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• In the way this man is acting. 

• In the way the Church is acting. 

They all decide to choose for themselves and end up living in heresy. 

Heresy:  To choose for oneself. 

 
Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud (NLT) 

Love is patient and (B)kind; love (C)does not envy or boast; it (D)is not arrogant(ESV) 
 

Other areas of Pride Paul ‘spanks’ (corrects) them on: 

• Personal Rivalry (4:6) 

• Dismissive attitudes toward Paul himself (4:18-19) 

• Accumulation of special knowledge (8:1) 

• Accommodating/Accepting sin (5:1-13) 
 

Slide #3: 

And, as Paul reminds them, he can discipline them as he is an Apostle.  

The Authority of what he is telling them resides in: 

• Backed up by Paul’s presence in the Spirit(Vs3) 

• The total authority of Jesus Christ (Vs4,6) 

• The sovereign control of the Lord over whatever Satan is permitted to do, even to a rebellious 
Christian. (Vs5) (Book of Job)  

• The Corporate presence of the whole Christian community(Vs12)   
[Membership – Bylaws] 

 

Slide #4: 

Note:  The total authority of Jesus Christ which He bequeaths to us – 
John 20:23  
23 (A)If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 

Matthew 16:19  
19 I will give you (A)the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and (B)whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed[a]in heaven.” 

 
Slide #5: 

Three Characteristics of needed growth Paul highlights: 
1. Discipline (5:2b-13) 
2. Clear Convictions (6:9-11) 
3. Purity (6:12-20) 

All three are centered on JC. 
 

Slide #6: 

What is the discipline? 

1 Corinthians 5:2b 

   “And you should remove this man from your fellowship.” 

Let him who has done this be removed from among you. 

 

• What about the woman?  (unbeliever?  Slave? Concubine? Trafficked?) 
• Removed:  ek mesou = “taken out of” the midst of the believing and worshiping community.   
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EXCOMMUNICATION 
 

ASK:  If this was to be done today, how would a person respond? 
Just leave and go to another church  
Start their own  
Not go to church and just ‘be spiritual’. 
 

Back then:  They already have left their family of origin safety (which is literally your safety) and bound 
themselves to Christ and His church.  (unless their family is now all believers). 
 

“It is hard to appreciate the extreme spiritual vulnerability created in a person, hitherto protected by and 

privileged within the community of God’s people, once he has been excommunicated from such security. 

It is equivalent to being dropped, defenseless and disowned, in enemy-occupied territory.”  
IVP David Prior  
 

DISFELLOWSHIP. Ex. 12:19; Num. 19:20; Matt. 18:17; John 4:9; 9:22; 12:42; 16:2; Acts 10:28; 1 Cor. 5:9, 11; 2 Thess. 3:141 
 
Slide #7: 

What is Paul asking the Church to do? 
2 Thessalonians 3:14-15   
“And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company     
with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a  
brother.” 
New Living:  Take note of those who refuse to obey what we say in this letter. Stay away from them so they  
will be ashamed. Don’t think of them as enemies, but warn them as you would a brother or  
sister. 

 

7918 excommunication 
The last but reversible step in church discipline, resulting in exclusion from the fellowship of believers. The grounds that Scripture 
suggests for excommunication include public sin and immorality. 
Jesus Christ authorises the church to excommunicate a sinning brother 
Mt 18:15-18 The binding of sinners is thought to refer to their exclusion from God’s people, and loosing, to their restoration after 
repentance (compare Mt 16:19). 
Paul exhorts the Corinthian church to excommunicate an immoral brother 
1Co 5:1-6 By “hand this man over to Satan” (see also 1Ti 1:20) Paul means to expel him, by putting him out into the devil’s territory, 
in the hope that being officially ostracised, he might repent and forsake his wicked way. Such discipline was necessary not only for 
the reclaiming of the sinner but also for the safety and purity of the church (verse 6). See also 1Co 5:11-13 
Excommunicated offenders who repent are to be lovingly restored to fellowship 
2Co 2:5-11 This passage probably refers to the offender mentioned in 1Corinthians chapter 5.2 

 
The practice of discipline must be done with great care. We should remember that the apostle Paul had much to say about the 

sins at Corinth, yet He only singled out one sin among the community for discipline in 1 Corinthians 5. The categories for discipline 

in the New Testament are many (Matt 18:15–17; Rom 16:17–18; 2 Thess 3:14–15; 1 Tim 1:20). Often public rebuke is called for 

at these times (Matt 18:17; Rom 16:17; 1 Cor 5:4–5; 1 Tim 1:20). 

 
1 Swanson, J., & Nave, O. (1994). New Nave’s Topical Bible. Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems. 
2 Manser, M. H. (2009). Dictionary of Bible Themes: The Accessible and Comprehensive Tool for Topical Studies. London: Martin Manser. 
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The forms of discipline include warning and admonition (1 Thess 5:12–14), withholding of fellowship (2 Thess 3:6, 17), 

abstaining from association (1 Cor 5:11–15), and excommunication (1 Tim 1:20). The act of discipline is to be performed in love 

and humility. The purpose of all discipline must be to win back the erring (2 Cor 2:4; Gal 6:1). The ultimate goal is restoration to 

fellowship, but the immediate goal must be shame (2 Thess 3:14) and sorrow (2 Cor 2:7). Yet there is warning against excessive 

punishment that produces excessive sorrow (2 Cor 2:7), though there is need for godly sorrow that brings about repentance (2 Cor 

7:10). Discipline protects the church from further decay (1 Cor 5:6). Finally, it serves as a reminder of the propensity toward sin 

on behalf of all (2 Cor 7:11). 

 
 
L/G 
Slide #8: 
Is this a Matthew 18:15-18 model?  15 (A)“If your brother sins against you, (B)go and tell him his fault, between 

you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have (C)gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two 

others along with you, that every charge may be established (D)by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he 

refuses to listen to them, (E)tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, (F)let him be to you 

as (G)a Gentile and (H)a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, (I)whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed[a] in heaven. 

 
(Matt. 18:15-18). The errant believer should first be confronted about his behavior. If he refuses to heed the warnings, a 

representative of the church should return with witnesses. If that, too, is ineffective, the person should be brought before the 

church, which is to excommunicate him: “Let him be to you like a heathen or a tax collector” (Matt. 18:17). The apostle Paul also 

used the phrase “deliver to Satan” (1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Tim. 1:20), which seems to imply excommunication. 

 
Slide #9: 

• GOAL of Discipline Vs. 5:   
5 Then you must throw this man out and hand him over to Satan so that his sinful nature will be 

destroyed[d] and he himself[e] will be saved on the day the Lord[f] returns. 
 

Repentance that leads to salvation.   
 
Slide #10: 
What got the Corinthians all messed up into accepting this behavior? 
Slide #11: 

• Relationship with person of influence. 

• Misunderstanding of Grace:   
Doesn’t Grace say to let them be and cover this issue until they learn better??? 
(They believed that because God’s grace is limitless, the freedom that every Christian enjoys is also limitless.) 
Romans 6:1-2 

What shall we say then? (A)Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can (B)we who 

died to sin still live in it? 

 
Slide #12: 
If Paul is writing this close to the annual celebration of the Passover, what would that information add to 
the discipline he describes? 
(Think the act of Communion:  Celebrating the sacrifice (death, burial, resurrection) of Jesus Christ and 
anticipating His 2nd Coming.  During the Passover, you search for and remove ALL leaven in your home as 
a representation of the removal of all sin.) 
Slide #13: 
Vs 6-8 
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. 6 (J)Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that (K)a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the 

old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 

sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, (L)not with the old leaven, (M)the leaven of malice and evil, but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

 
After all of this, keep Paul’s definition of the church in mind: 

➢ (Vs 7b ) as you really are unleavened.  Paul’s mindset about them.  What a compliment!  With this 

mindset, he can correct them with:  Be who you already are! (Salvation Equation) (P.S. This is why he 

tells them they can celebrate!) 

➢ Paul first tells the Corinthians that God has set certain boundaries to mark out His people as His own. 
Personal Application: 

• What is my role in reflecting Christ back to Christians who choose to live in/with sin? 
Paul is not asking for perfection (perfect holiness and purity) but obedience (going in the direction Christ 

went):   
Vs 8:  but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth 
Sincerity (eilikrineia) = openness and honesty.  HOW DO I LIVE THIS? 
 
S/G 

• What do these verse compel me to do with the unbelieving world around me? 

• What do these verses compel me to do with the sin embracing believers around me? 
 

“9 I wrote to you in my letter (N)not to associate with sexually immoral people—10 (O)not at all meaning (P)the sexually 
immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, (Q)since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But 
now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone (R)who bears the name of brother IF he is guilty of sexual immorality 
or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with 
judging (S)outsiders? (T)Is it not those inside the church[b] whom you are to judge? 13 God judges[c] those outside. (U)“Purge the 
evil person from among you.” 

 
Step #1:  Find other words to define these actions- 
Sexually Immoral 
Greedy (covetous) 
Idolaters 
Reviler 
Drunkard 
Swindler  
 
Step #2:  Define one action you can do for Unbelieving relationships and for Believing relationships. 
 
Slide #14: 
What do these verse compel me to do with the unbelieving world around me? 
What do these verses compel me to do with the sin embracing believers around me? 
 1 Corinthians 5:9-13 
“I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—10 not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this 
world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now I am writing to you 
not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother IF he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, 
reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those 
inside the church whom you are to judge? 13 God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.” 
  
Step #1 –  Find other words to define these actions: 
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Sexually Immoral.  Greedy.  Idolater.  Reviler.  Drunkard.  Swindler.  
  
Step #2 –  Define one action that aligns with 1 Corinthians 5 that you can do for Unbelieving relationships and  for Believing 
relationships. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTES: 
Prov 17:9 Whoever (A)covers an offense seeks love, but he who repeats a matter (B)separates close friends. 

1 thess 4:14 And we urge you, brothers, admonish (A)the idle,[a] (B)encourage the fainthearted, (C)help the weak, (D)be patient 

with them all. 

2 tim 2:10Therefore (A)I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain (B)the salvation that is in 

Christ Jesus with (C)eternal glory. 

1 Peter 4:8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since (A)love covers a multitude of sins 
Eph 4:32 
32 (A)Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, (B)forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 

Col 3:12 Put on then, as (B)God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, (C)compassionate hearts, (D)kindness, (E)humility, meekness, 

and patience, 

 
5:1–13 Paul addresses an instance of appalling sexual immorality within the church. In this passage, Paul 

aims to correct not only the behavior of the sexually immoral man, but also the church’s boastful tolerance 

of sin. 

 

5:1 sexual immorality The Greek word used here, porneia, can refer to a number of illicit sexual behaviors. Here 

it refers to a specific instance of sexual immorality that jeopardized the health of the Corinthian church. 

the wife of his father This phrase likely refers to a stepmother, not a biological mother. 

5:2 you are inflated with pride Some Corinthian believers misused their freedom in Christ to excuse sexual sin 

(v. 1). Members of Graeco-Roman and Jewish society considered this an abhorrent act, yet some within the church 

community mistakenly tolerated it because of a distorted understanding of grace (compare Rom 6:1, 15). 

5:3 present in spirit Paul either means that he is present with the Corinthians through the presence of the Holy 

Spirit or his own spirit (compare 1 Cor 5:4). 

5:4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Expresses the authoritative nature of Paul’s instruction to expel the man 

practicing sexual immorality (v. 1). Paul describes himself as the Lord’s representative on this issue. 

5:5 hand over such a person Refers to expulsion from the church community—probably including their worship 

gatherings, their meals, and the Lord’s Supper (compare 1 Tim 1:20). 

to Satan Paul is likely suggesting that those outside the community of believers belong to the realm of Satan (see 2 

Cor 4:4 and note; Eph 2:2). In that scenario, Paul would be suggesting that the sinner be handed over to the realm of 

sin ruled by the evil one (Satan). Alternatively, he could be referring to Satan’s role as accuser; if this is the case, then 

Paul is using the term in the same way as the book of Job (e.g., Job 2:6). It’s also possible that both ideas are at work. 

for the destruction of the flesh Paul is not referring to physical death for this person since the goal is repentance 

and eventual restoration. Immediate physical death accompanied divine judgment for sin (Acts 5:1–11; 1 Cor 11:30–
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32), but this is probably not the case here. Also, Paul instructs the believers not to eat with this person, which further 

implies that “destruction of the flesh” does not mean immediate death (see v. 11). The purpose of this discipline is to 

break the pattern of sin (compare Gal 5:24). 

day of the Lord See note on 1 Cor 1:8. 

5:6 a little leaven In this context, the leaven (yeast) represents the man’s sexual immorality (v. 1) as well as the 

community’s prideful tolerance of his sin. 

5:7 Clean out the old leaven Paul urges believers to stop tolerating immoral behavior. 

just as you are unleavened See note on v. 6. 

Christ our Passover Refers to Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross. Just as lambs were slaughtered during the 

Passover feast to atone for sin (see Exod 12), Christ died for the same purpose; His was the final payment for sin. 

5:8 let us celebrate the feast Periods of time dedicated to God. Paul encourages the Corinthians to live a life 

dedicated to God in celebration of His grace and forgiveness. 

5:9 in the letter Probably refers to a previous letter that Paul wrote to the Corinthians. Alternatively, this could refer 

to such passages as 1 Cor 10:1–22, depending on the compositional history of the book. 

not to associate with sexually immoral people As he explains in vv. 10–11, Paul is not referring to the sexually 

immoral people of the world (his mission field), but to those who call themselves Christians and participate in sexual 

immorality. He views such people as dangerous to the overall health of the congregation since they may entice others 

to follow them in sin. See the background for this exhortation in Deut 13:5; 19:19; 21:21; 22:21–24. 

5:10 the sexually immoral In Paul’s time, Jews regarded Gentiles as sexually immoral (1 Thess 4:5; Eph 4:17–

19). 

5:11 not even to eat Paul may be referring either to meals in the church community or to all meals in general, even 

those between individuals. 

5:13 Remove the evil person Paul intends for the immoral believer to be expelled so that he may repent and then 

be restored back to the community (see 1 Cor 5:5 and note). He uses OT language to make this point (see note on v. 9; 

compare Deut 13:5; 19:19; 21:21).3 

 
5:1–13 Paul has just concluded a lengthy segment dealing with the divisions within the Corinthian church (1:10–

4:21). Now he moves into the problem of incest in the church and the failure of the Corinthians to deal with it. 

 

 

Danger from Within 

 

Evil can never be remedied by ignoring or hiding it. In fact, covering it up is the worst that can happen, 
for like yeast, evil does its terrible work from within (1 Cor. 5:6–8). The same is true of believers who 
live in consistent disobedience to God’s expressed will. Their behavior will badly infect the larger 
groups of which they are a part. It can even lead to a distorted perception of sin in which the group 
tolerates or even approves of disobedience among its own members yet condemns outsiders for the 
very same activity (Rom. 1:32; 1 Cor. 5:9, 10). 

Paul challenged the Corinthians to confront the subtle deterioration they had allowed within their 
congregation (5:5). However, once the perpetrator had repented, they were then to seek his 
restoration. Even though corrective activity among believers may be severe, confrontation should 
always be to promote healing rather than to expel wrongdoers (compare Matt. 18:15–22; 2 Cor. 10:8). 
There are no throwaway people in the kingdom of God. 

 

 
3 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012, 2016). Faithlife Study Bible (1 Co 5:1–

13). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
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5:1 The sexual immorality of incest was forbidden by OT law (Lev. 18:8; Deut. 22:30) and by Roman law. Paul 

used the phrase his father’s wife instead of “his mother” probably to indicate that the woman was the offender’s 

stepmother. The omission of discipline for the woman implies that she was not a believer. The church is responsible 

for disciplining only its members, not unbelievers. 

5:2 puffed up: The Corinthians had a twisted view of grace that caused them to be proud of their tolerance of 

the sexual offender. They believed that because God’s grace is limitless, the freedom that every Christian enjoys is 

also limitless. 

5:3–5 Paul displays the apostolic power he spoke of earlier (4:20, 21). He had already judged the sin and gave 

the church his authoritative command to remove the man from the congregation. When a person is living in sin, he or 

she is open game for Satan. 

5:5 Destruction of the flesh may refer to God’s turning the sexual offender over to Satan for physical affliction 

or even physical death. After being separated from the spiritual protection of the church, ideally the offender would 

recognize his sin, repent, and return to the church. All church discipline has restoration as its ultimate goal. 

5:6–8 The backdrop for this passage is the Passover (Ex. 12), when the Israelites removed yeast from their homes 

in preparation for the feast. The removal of leaven was a reminder of the Israelites’ quick departure from Egypt. They 

did not have time to wait for leavened bread to rise. The point here is that a little leaven has tremendous impact or 

influence on whatever it is in. The Corinthian church was tolerating sexual sin. This leaven of sin, though small in 

size, was dangerous, because it could spread through the church. Like cancer, sin demands drastic surgery. 

5:6 Like a tiny pinch of leaven spreading through a loaf of bread, unchallenged sin can soon contaminate the 

whole church. The sexual offender was guilty of sin, but the whole congregation was also guilty of ignoring the man’s 

disobedience and failing to hold him accountable. Left unchecked, this sin could have caused many new believers to 

commit sexual immorality. 

5:7 Jewish people were required to sweep all leaven out of their houses in preparation for the Passover (Ex. 

12:15). The leaven here symbolizes the powerful influence of sin. 

5:8 The feast is a figure of speech for Christ. As Israel was to remove all leaven from the celebration of the 

Passover, so the Corinthians were not to contaminate their relationship with Christ with any malice or wickedness. 

5:9–13 Paul here corrects a misunderstanding arising out of his previous letter (v. 9). He had commanded the 

Corinthians to withdraw themselves from sexually immoral people. In this letter, Paul explains that he was not 

speaking of the pagan culture around them. If they withdrew totally they would be unable to function in the world. 

Instead, he was talking about the immorality in their midst. They should judge the sin among themselves, while still 

reaching out to the lost in Corinth. 

5:9 My epistle refers to an earlier letter from Paul to the Corinthians that no longer survives. 

5:10 out of the world: Christians are called to influence the world, not run away from it (Matt. 5:13–16). They 

are agents of God to carry the light of Jesus Christ into a dark world (Phil. 2:14–16; 1 Pet. 2:11, 12). 

5:11 not even to eat with such a person: Eating together is a key part of fellowship and closeness with others. 

The Corinthians were not to have fellowship with those who claimed to be Christians but whose lives were dominated 

by sin. 

5:12, 13 do you not judge … God judges: The church’s responsibility is to discipline its members while trusting 

the Lord to judge the world (Matt. 13:30).4 

 

5:1–6:20 A Report of Sexual Immorality and Legal Wrangling. Paul has heard not only of disunity in the 

Corinthian church but also of a bizarre case of sexual misconduct (5:1–13), of believers taking other believers 

before pagan courts (6:1–11), and of sexual immorality with prostitutes (6:12–20). In answer to these 

problems, Paul instructs the Corinthians on the meaning of Christian holiness and the significance of the final 

day. 

5:1–13 Incest, Arrogance, and the Need for Discipline. Paul first tells the Corinthians that God has set certain 

boundaries to mark out his people as his own. The Corinthians need to maintain these boundaries by disciplining a 

man in their church involved in incest. 

5:1 has his father’s wife. Not his biological mother but his stepmother; otherwise Paul would have explicitly said so. 

Leviticus 18:8 specifically forbids sexual relations between a man and his “father’s wife.” God’s people are to be 

distinguished from surrounding nations by following God’s law rather than the customs of those nations (Lev. 18:1–

 
4 Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. (1999). Nelson’s new illustrated Bible commentary (pp. 1466–1467). Nashville: T. Nelson 

Publishers. 
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5). Ironically, the Corinthian Christians were more tolerant of flagrant sin than were the pagans among whom they 

lived. 

5:2 arrogant. See v. 6. The arrogance may arise from the Corinthians’ mistaken “knowledge” that they are somehow 

free of normal moral constraints (6:12; 8:1; 10:23). If so, they may have thought of this freedom as an implication of 

grace (Rom. 3:8; 6:1, 15; Jude 4). It is also possible that Paul simply thinks of their characteristic arrogance (1 Cor. 

3:21; 4:6, 8, 18–19) as doubly inappropriate in light of the shocking sin in their midst. 

5:3–4 my spirit is present. A difficult phrase that probably means that the disciplinary power of the Holy Spirit, 

which Paul knew to be present in his own ministry (see note on 4:19), would also be manifested in their meeting, 

because of the Corinthian church’s connection with Paul. 

5:5 Deliver this man to Satan probably refers to removing him from the church, since those outside of the church 

are in Satan’s realm (Luke 4:5–6; Eph. 2:2; 1 John 5:19). destruction of the flesh. Although it is certainly not always 

the case (cf. John 9:1–3), personal sin sometimes has grave physical consequences (Acts 5:1–11; 1 Cor. 11:29–30). 

spirit may be saved. The purpose of the discipline was not to punish the man for punishment’s sake but to effect his 

restoration to the church and eventual salvation (see 1 Tim. 1:20). 

5:6–7 leaven. Not yeast (which was uncommon in the ancient world) but fermented dough, a little of which would be 

left from the previous week to be added to a new lump of dough. By analogy, when publicly known sin in the church 

is not subjected to church discipline, it will silently spread its destructive consequences throughout the whole 

fellowship. 

5:9 my letter. An otherwise unknown letter to the Corinthians, written prior to 1 Corinthians. 

5:11 not to associate. See 2 Thess. 3:6, 14. One purpose here, as in 2 Thessalonians, is redemptive with respect to the 

person committing the sin (1 Cor. 5:5; 2 Thess. 3:14–15). But another purpose is to avoid giving the appearance of 

approving sinful conduct, lest reproach be brought on the church and the gospel. 

5:13 “Purge … from among you.” As the newly constituted people of God (10:32), the Corinthians are to follow 

God’s instructions to Israel for preserving its holiness when flagrant, unrepented-of sin is in its midst (Deut. 13:5; 

17:7, 12; 19:19; 21:21; 22:21–22, 24; 24:7). In this case, they are to do so by excommunicating the man committing 

incest. 

Church Leaders Should Likewise Lead Lives That Are Examples to Imitate 

Phil. 3:17 

 

Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on 

those who walk according to the example you have in 

us. 

 

1 Tim. 4:12 

 

Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the 

believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in 

faith, in purity. 

 

Titus 2:7–8 

 

Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good 

works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity, 

and sound speech. 

 

Heb. 13:7 

 

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the 

word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of 

life, and imitate their faith. 

 

1 Pet. 5:2–3 

 

Shepherd the flock of God … not domineering over 

those in your charge, but being examples to the flock.5 

 

COVER-UPS DECEIVE EVERYBODY 

 5:1–13  Evil can never be remedied by ignoring or hiding it. In fact, covering it up is the worst that can 
happen, for like yeast, evil does its terrible work from within (1 Cor. 5:6–8). 

 
5 Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (pp. 2196–2197). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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The same is true of believers who live in consistent disobedience to God’s expressed will. Their behavior 
will badly infect the larger groups of which they are a part. It can even lead to a distorted perception of sin in 
which the group tolerates or even approves of disobedience among its own members yet condemns outsiders 
for the very same activity (Rom. 1:32; 1 Cor. 5:9–10). 

Paul challenged the Corinthians to confront the subtle deterioration they had allowed within their 
congregation (5:5). However, once the perpetrator had repented, they were then to seek his restoration. Even 
though corrective activity among believers may be severe, confrontation should always be to promote healing 
rather than to expel wrongdoers (compare Matt. 18:15–22; 2 Cor. 10:8). There are no throwaway people in 
the kingdom of God.6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 5:1 
1It is actually reported that 

there is sexual immorality 

among you, and such 

sexual immorality as is not 

even named among the 

Gentiles—that a man has 

his father’s wife!  

 

Leviticus 18:7–8 
7The nakedness of your 

father or the nakedness of 

your mother you shall not 

uncover. She is your 

mother; you shall not 

uncover her nakedness. 
8The nakedness of your 

father’s wife you shall not 

uncover; it is your father’s 

nakedness.  

 

Deuteronomy 22:30 
30“A man shall not take 

his father’s wife, nor 

uncover his father’s bed. 

 

Deuteronomy 27:20 
20‘Cursed is the one who 

lies with his father’s wife, 

because he has uncovered 

his father’s bed.’“And all 

the people shall say, 

‘Amen!’ 

 

1 Corinthians 5:7 
7Therefore purge out the 

old leaven, that you may 

be a new lump, since you 

truly are unleavened. For 

indeed Christ, our  

Passover, was sacrificed 

for us.  

 

Exodus 12:21 
21Then Moses called for 

all the elders of Israel and 

said to them, “Pick out 

and take lambs for 

yourselves according to 

your families, and kill the 

Passover lamb.  

 

Exodus 13:7 
7Unleavened bread shall 

be eaten seven days. And 

no leavened bread shall be 

seen among you, nor shall 

leaven be seen among you 

in all your quarters.  

 

Isaiah 53:6–7 
6All we like sheep have 

gone astray;We have 

turned, every one, to his 

own way;And the LORD 

has laid on Him the 

iniquity of us all.7He was 

oppressed and He was 

afflicted,Yet He opened 

not His mouth;He was led 

as a lamb to the 

slaughter,And as a sheep 

before its shearers is 

silent,So He opened not 

His mouth. 

 

 
6 Word in life study Bible. (1996). (electronic ed., 1 Co 5:1). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 
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1 Corinthians 5:8 
8Therefore let us keep the 

feast, not with old leaven, 

nor with the leaven of 

malice and wickedness, 

but with the unleavened 

bread of sincerity and 

truth. 

 

Exodus 12:3–20 
3Speak to all the 

congregation of Israel, 

saying: ‘On the tenth of 

this month every man 

shall take for himself a 

lamb, according to the 

house of his father, a lamb 

for a household..  

Exodus 13:7 
7Unleavened bread shall 

be eaten seven days. And 

no leavened bread shall be 

seen among you, nor shall 

leaven be seen among you 

in all your quarters.  

 

Deuteronomy 16:3 
3You shall eat no leavened 

bread with it; seven days 

you shall eat unleavened 

bread with it, that is, the 

bread of affliction (for you 

came out of the land of 

Egypt in haste), that you 

may remember the day in 

which you came out of the 

land of Egypt all the days 

of your life.  

 

1 Corinthians 

5:13 
13But those who 

are outside God 

judges. Therefore 

“put away from 

yourselves the 

evil person.” 

 

Deuteronomy 

17:7 
7The hands of the 

witnesses shall be 

the first against 

him to put him to 

death, and 

afterward the 

hands of all the 

people. So you 

shall put away 

the evil from 

among you. 

 

Deuteronomy 

19:19 
19then you shall 

do to him as he 

thought to have 

done to his 

brother; so you 

shall put away 

the evil from 

among you.  

 

Deuteronomy 

22:21 
21then they shall 

bring out the 

young woman to 

the door of her 

father’s house, 

and the men of 

her city shall 

stone her to death 

with stones, 

because she has 

done a 

disgraceful thing 

in Israel, to play 

the harlot in her 

father’s house. So 

you shall put 

away the evil 

from among you. 

 

Deuteronomy 

22:24 
24then you shall 

bring them both 

out to the gate of 

that city, and you 

shall stone them 

to death with 

stones, the young 

woman because 

she did not cry 

out in the city, 

and the man 

because he 

humbled his 

neighbor’s wife; 

so you shall put 

away the evil 

from among you. 

 

Deuteronomy 

24:7 
7“If a man is 

found kidnapping 

any of his 

brethren of the 

children of Israel, 

and mistreats him 

or sells him, then 

that kidnapper 

shall die; and you 

shall put away 

the evil from 

among you.7 

 

The Indicative and the Imperative 

Romans 12:1–2 introduces us to one of the most profound and difficult areas of Paul’s thought: the tension between 

the indicative and the imperative. The indicative refers to what God has done for believers in Christ, while the 

imperative calls on believers to live in a way that honors God. We have already investigated in some detail the 

indicative in Pauline thought. For example, believers are righteous, forgiven, redeemed, saved and reconciled, and 

they have triumphed over evil powers. And yet, even here, the “not yet” emerges, for there is a future dimension to 

our righteousness, redemption and salvation and to God’s other gifts. If eschatological tension did not characterize 

Christian existence, no imperative would be needed. At the day of redemption, when our bodies are transformed (Phil 

3:21), ethical exhortation will be superfluous. 

Parenesis (i.e., ethical exhortation) is necessary only in the interval between the “already” and the “not yet.” The 

presence of the imperative signals that our salvation is not yet completed. Those who dispense with exhortations and 

commands are guilty of overrealized eschatology. We steer between Scylla and Charybdis, for one could also 

understand the imperative in such a way that the indicative is canceled. The indicative could be wrongly stripped away 

so that the emphasis rests on the “not yet,” which would be grasped through obeying Pauline commands. The 

 
7 Jones, D. A. (2009). Old Testament Quotations and Allusions in the New Testament (Ex 12:3–1 Co 5:13). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible 

Software. 
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eschatological tension between the indicative and the imperative must be maintained. The work of the cross is 

complete; believers are forgiven, transformed, ransomed and saved. The imperative always flows from and depends 

on the indicative. Placing the imperative as foundational is a perversion of the Pauline gospel and effectively cancels 

out the indicative. The indicative of what God has done in Christ ensures that the imperative will become a reality. 

And yet the indicative does not cancel out the need for the imperative. The imperative is rightly estimated when rooted 

in the indicative. 

All attempts to formulate the relationship between the indicative and the imperative seem to reflect partial truths. 

If we say, “Be what you already are,” we acknowledge what has already been accomplished in our lives by the grace 

of Christ, but the future dimension of our salvation—the “not yet”—is slighted. Indeed, such a formulation makes one 

wonder about the need for any imperative, for if all is already accomplished, then what need for the imperative exists? 

If we say, “Be what you are becoming,” we acknowledge that there is a sense in which salvation is incomplete. We 

still await the redemption of our bodies and the complete extinguishing of sin. This statement is also helpful in that 

the Christian life is discerned as progressive. We are in the process of being conformed to the likeness of Christ, and 

the transformation of our minds does not occur instantaneously. But the formulation does not adequately express the 

sense in which we have already been transformed and changed. The emphasis lies on what we are in the process of 

becoming, and it does not acknowledge that the decisive turn has already been accomplished. The omission is a serious 

one since Paul often says that we have become a new creation by virtue of the work of Christ. We could also say, “Be 

what you will be.” This formulation rightly discerns that the work of redemption will not be completed until the day 

of the Lord, but it has no room for the salvation that is already accomplished. 

Such brief statements cannot express the complexity of Paul’s understanding. Each one leaves out essential 

dimensions of his thought, though they all contain some aspects of the truth. The indicative is the basis for the 

imperative, and the imperative would never become a reality without the indicative. Indeed, the indicative guarantees 

the actualizing of the imperative. Nevertheless, the imperative must be obeyed in order to obtain the salvation promised 

and granted in the indicative. The indicative cannot preempt the imperative so that the imperative is jettisoned, but the 

gospel would be distorted if the imperative, instead of the indicative, is placed in the foreground. 

1 Corinthians 5. The indicative-imperative tension surfaces in 1 Corinthians 5. Paul is outraged that a person 

committing incest is allowed to remain in the church. This person’s presence is infectious in that “a little leaven 

leavens the whole lump” (1 Cor 5:6). So Paul summons the church to expel him, to “clean out the old leaven” (1 Cor 

5:7). The imperative is featured since the church at Corinth can hardly function as God’s holy people if they allow 

unrepentant sin to exist in its midst. The purpose for the imperative is equally striking. The old leaven (the person 

committing incest) must be driven out “so that you will be a new lump” (1 Cor 5:7). This man must be excommunicated 

so that the Corinthians will be pure and holy. The Corinthians’ holiness and purity depends on their obedience to the 

Pauline admonition. To put it a nother way, their holiness is conditioned on their obedience. If they fail to expel the 

man in question, then the lump is contaminated and ruined. Nonetheless, this is not the whole story. Paul goes on to 

give the rationale for the command: “just as you are unleavened; for even Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed” 

(1 Cor 5:7). The imagery from the Exodus is obvious since no leavened bread is eaten on Passover (Ex 12:14–20). 

On the one hand, the Corinthians are to clean out the old leaven in order to be an unleavened lump. On the other 

hand, they already are unleavened. Why clean out any leaven if the church already is unleavened? The tension in 

Pauline thought must be preserved here. The Corinthians’ unleavened and pure state depends on their obeying Paul’s 

admonition. They must excommunicate the sinner in order to be pure. And yet, the Corinthians are already pure and 

unleavened because of the Passover sacrifice of Christ. His death has removed the leaven from their lives. The 

indicative means that the Corinthians are a pure and new lump because of his death. The indicative of his death has 

produced an unleavened and pure lump. Precisely because they are unleavened in Christ (hōste in 1 Cor 5:8!), they 

are to celebrate the Passover by removing the old leaven from their lives. The indicative is the basis for the imperative. 

What they are in Christ is the basis and foundation for heeding Pauline admonitions. The tension between the “already” 

and “not yet”—the indicative and the imperative—remains. Even though the Corinthians are unleavened in Christ, 

they must cast out the old leaven to be a new lump of unleavened dough. The indicative is the foundation of the 

imperative, but if the imperative is not heeded, then the newness of the lump is destroyed. The indicative of God’s 

work in Christ cannot be used to jettison the imperative of cleaning out the old leaven, but the imperative can only be 

realized because of the indicative. 

Philippians 2:12–13. Philippians 2:12–13 is another classic expression of the tension between the indicative and 

the imperative. Philippians 2:12 says, “Accomplish your own salvation with fear and trembling.” Sometimes the verb 

katergazesthe is rendered as “work out.” A look at the Pauline usage, and the evidence in BAGD itself reveals that 

the verb simply means “work, accomplish” or “do” (Rom 1:27; 2:9; 4:15; 5:3; 7:8, 13, 15, 17–18, 20; 15:18; 1 Cor 
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5:3; 2 Cor 4:17; 5:5; 7:10–11; 9:11; 12:12; Eph 6:13). The addition of the word out softens the verse unduly. The 

verse is better translated to say, “Work your salvation with fear and trembling.” The imperative here is truly 

astonishing, especially in a letter of Paul. He often emphasizes that salvation is not based on “works of law” (Rom 

3:20, 28; Gal 2:16; 3:2, 5, 10), or “works” (Rom 9:11–12; Eph 2:8–9; Tit 3:5), but here believers are urged to 

“accomplish” their own salvation. The word salvation designates future salvation as is usual in Paul. Believers are 

summoned to accomplish their own eschatological deliverance! 

The seriousness of the imperative could scarcely be more weighty. And yet we must not divorce this imperative 

from the indicative that immediately follows: “For the one working in you both to will and to work on behalf of his 

good pleasure is God” (Phil 2:13). Believers are to accomplish their salvation, and yet ultimately it is God who does 

the work. He gives the strength to do the work. If this were not acknowledged, what Paul says here would seem to 

teach that believers can merit their own salvation. Further, we must recall that the admonition is given to believers 

who are already forgiven of their sins. God’s foundational work of setting believers in the right before him underlies 

this exhortation as well. 

Recognizing that God is the one who supplies the strength to work does not detract from the force of the 

imperative. Indeed, it supplies the basis on which it can be carried out. God’s work does not cancel our work but 

establishes and secures it. The extent to which all our working is ultimately due to God is clarified even further in 

Philippians 2:13. Not only does God provide the strength to work, he also grants believers the desire to do what is 

right. Actions or works are the consequences of decisions. Human beings ultimately decide on one course of action 

rather than another because that is what they wish to do. Even a person committing suicide prefers death over life 

since life is so miserable. Our choices are always in line with our preferences.7 The key to a changed life, therefore, 

lies in the transformation of the will since we choose what we prefer. Paul astonishes us here by teaching that God 

works in believers so that they desire to please him. God does not only work externally in believers, trying to persuade 

them by circumstances to follow him. He grants the very desire to obey him by transforming the heart. So believers 

are to accomplish their own salvation. But ultimately the credit goes to God for such a change because he grants the 

desire and the strength to obey the command in Philippians 2:12. The seriousness of the command is by no means 

lessened by the above explanation. One must work to be saved! And yet this work is absolutely dependent on God’s 

transforming work, and the latter is the only basis on which the former can be accomplished. In fact, the indicative 

guarantees the imperative will become a reality. 

Romans 6. Romans 6 demonstrates that the indicative is the foundation for the imperative. Those baptized into 

Christ have shared in his death and will share in his resurrection (Rom 6:3–5). When Paul speaks of being united in 

Christ’s resurrection (Rom 6:5), it is likely that the future resurrection is envisioned rather than a present resurrection 

with Christ, for the future tense should be understood to denote a future time. Those baptized into Christ, by virtue of 

sharing his death and the promise of his resurrection, have died to the power of sin (Rom 6:2). The “old person” 

(palaios anthrōpos), the person we are in Adam, “has been crucified together” with Christ (Rom 6:6; cf. Gal 2:20). 

Thus, the body dominated by sin has been stripped of its power (katargeō in Rom 6:6), and believers are now freed 

from the dominion that sin exercised over them when they were in Adam. 

The image of dying to sin suggests at first glance that it is impossible to sin. A corpse does not commit sins! Once 

again, however, the “already but not yet” is crucial for discerning Paul’s theology. Even though believers have now 

died with Christ, the resurrection that believers will share with Christ is future (Rom 6:5, 8), signifying that the full 

inheritance still awaits believers. This is not to say that the power of the resurrection has not invaded the present evil 

age. Even though the resurrection of believers is future (Rom 8:10–11), Christ has already been raised from the dead 

(1 Cor 15:12–28), and his resurrection is the guarantee of believers’ future resurrection. Moreover, the power of his 

resurrection has penetrated this age so that believers are now empowered to “walk in newness of life” (Rom 6:4). The 

future age has invaded the present age, but the future age has not been consummated. So believers have died to the 

power of sin in the sense that they are no longer under its lordship or dominion (Rom 6:6, 9, 12, 14). A new age of 

salvation history has dawned so that believers are no longer under the law but under grace (Rom 6:14), and being 

under grace means that the tyranny of sin has been broken. By the power of God’s grace believers have been handed 

over to a new master so that they now obey him from the heart (Rom 6:17). This obedience from the heart is a 

fulfillment of the new covenant (Jer 31:31–34; Ezek 11:19–20; 36:26–27), which promises the internalization of the 

law in the heart. The lordship of sin has been defeated because those who are experiencing the new-covenant work of 

God now desire to obey him, for what is truly desired in the heart manifests itself in behavior (Rom 6:18, 22). 

Believers are set free from the tyranny, lordship and dominion of sin, but that does not mean it is impossible for 

believers to sin. Conflict with sin continues even though the lordship of sin has been shattered. The indicative 

proclaims a genuine freedom from the power of sin, and yet the imperative urgently summons believers: “Do not let 
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sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its desires” (Rom 6:12; cf. Rom 6:13). Since believers have been freed 

from sin’s dominion, they must not let sin exercise its rule in their lives. The truth of the indicative is a vague and 

meaningless abstraction unless sin’s lordship is also dethroned in the everyday lives of believers. The indicative does 

not eliminate the need for the imperative, for believers must consciously resist desires for sin that arise within them. 

They must consciously choose “to present” themselves to God (Rom 6:13, 16). 

Other texts. Colossians reflects the same tension, although in this letter Paul emphasizes the “already” and 

downplays the “not yet.” The emphasis on realized eschatology does not contradict the earlier Pauline letters, for here 

the contingency of the letters comes to the forefront. The “philosophy” of the opponents (Col 2:8) trumpeted a path to 

divine fullness that detracted from the supremacy of Christ, and thus Paul responds by emphasizing the sense in which 

believers are already complete in Christ (Col 2:9–10). Thus the dominion of “the body of the flesh” has ended with 

the circumcision (i.e., the death) of Christ (Col 2:11). In baptism believers have died together with Christ (Col 2:11). 

Unlike in Romans, however, Paul also emphasizes that believers have now been raised with Christ (Col 2:12; 3:1; cf. 

Eph 2:6). Evil powers have been stripped of their authority through the cross-work of Christ (Col 2:15). 

Despite Paul’s emphasis on realized eschatology, the tension between the indicative and the imperative remains. 

Since believers have died with Christ, they should resist the imposition of an ascetic regimen (Col 2:20–23). Indeed, 

believers who have died with Christ must “put to death” (nekrōsate) earthly desires (Col 3:5). The image of putting 

to death indicates that conquering evil desires is painful, requiring intensity and forcefulness. Evil desires do not 

shrivel up and depart after conversion. Those who submit to the flesh will die, whereas those who “put to death the 

practices of the body by the Spirit will live” (Rom 8:13). The metaphor of putting something to death surfaces again 

here. Obtaining eternal life is conditioned on striking down and destroying evil desires and practices. Such victory 

over sin, however, is based on the indicative (Rom 8:1–4, 12), and it is accomplished “by the Spirit” (Rom 8:13). Paul 

is not suggesting that believers can conquer sin in their own strength. Believers have been raised together with Christ 

(Col 3:1), but this does not mean that they are transported out of this earthly realm. They must renounce the things of 

the earth and seek the things above (Col 3:1–2). The fullness of glory will be theirs only when Christ appears in glory 

(Col 3:4). 

We have already seen that “the old person” (ho palaios anthrōpos) whom we are in Adam has been crucified with 

the second Adam, Jesus Christ (Rom 6:6). Hence, Paul urges believers to live on the basis of the indicative. Similarly, 

in Colossians 3:8–9 believers are exhorted to put off (apothesthe) evil attitudes and actions, such as anger and evil 

speech. The basis for this exhortation is that they “have put off the old person with its practices and have put on the 

new person who is being renewed to knowledge according to the image of the one who created him” (Col 3:9–10). 

Here the imperative does not take precedence over the indicative but vice versa. Believers are to remove evil from 

their lives precisely because they have already shed themselves of the old Adam and have clothed themselves with 

the new Adam. This new clothing becomes theirs at baptism: “For as many as have been baptized into Christ have 

been clothed with Christ” (Gal 3:27). At conversion believers have stripped off the old Adam and put on the new. And 

since they are in the new Adam, they should live as members of the new humanity. The indicative is the basis and 

foundation for the imperative, and yet carrying out the imperative is not automatic. Believers face the danger of living 

under the dominion of the old Adam, so they must aggressively resist evil and passionately pursue righteousness. 

We have seen in both Colossians 3 and Galatians 3 that believers are already clothed with Christ. Yet in Romans 

13:14 Paul says, “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ and do not make provision for the flesh with reference to its desires.” 

Believers have already clothed themselves with Christ, and yet Paul summons them to put Christ on! The indicative 

should not swallow up the call to put on Christ so that the imperative is minimized or explained away. Nor should the 

imperative be given the place of prominence so that the indicative loses its foundational character. Romans 13:11–14 

demonstrates that the Pauline imperatives can be summarized as putting on the Lord Jesus Christ. Believers have put 

on Christ, and yet they must choose to put him on. Putting on Christ involves removing “the works of darkness” and 

clothing oneself with “weapons of light” (Rom 13:12). Those who have been grasped by the indicative must also grasp 

the imperative. The last sentence is a restatement of Philippians 3:12. Paul ardently pursues the eschatological prize 

(Phil 3:13–14) so that he will grasp (katalambanō) it, for he has already been grasped (katelēmphthēn) by Christ Jesus. 

Paul’s stretching for the goal and his ardent pursuit of it are rooted in his being grasped by Christ Jesus. 

The infinitives in Ephesians 4:22–24 should be understood as the object of the verb were taught, and thus they 

should be construed as imperatives. Even though the “old person” has been crucified with Christ (Rom 6:6) and 

stripped off at conversion (Col 3:9), the believers in Ephesus must “put away” (apothesthai) the “old person” (Eph 

4:22) and continue to be renewed in their thinking (Eph 4:23). Believers must “be clothed” (endysasthai) with the 

“new person” (Eph 4:24). Paul articulates in some detail in subsequent verses what is involved in putting off the old 

and putting on the new (Eph 4:25–5:21). Concrete and specific attitudes and actions are forbidden (e.g., lying, stealing, 

http://www.realchurch.org/wednesdaynight/


Living Scripture  

 Week 7 – 1 Corinthians 5  
 http://www.realchurch.org/wednesdaynight/ 
 

17 

bitterness) or mandated (e.g., imitating God, exposing deeds of darkness). The imperatives are not ultimately sundered 

from the indicative. Being clothed with the new person is rooted in the work of God since the new person “has been 

created by God in righteousness and holiness of the truth” (Eph 4:24). Nonetheless, believers must put off the old 

person and clothe themselves with the new. This is not to say that the indicative and the imperative are in cooperation. 

It is better to say that they are in correlation with one another.8 

The Discipline of the Church 

Perhaps the most neglected practice in the contemporary Christian community is the discipline of the church. 

Discipline rests upon the fact that God Himself disciplines His children (Heb 12:6). God disciplines His own, but He 

has ordained mediate discipline by the church concerning those affairs that concern the life and walk of the local body. 

Discipline is based on the holiness of God (Heb 12:11), the command of Christ (Matt 18:18), and the practice of the 

apostles (1 Cor 5). 

The practice of discipline must be done with great care. We should remember that the apostle Paul had much to 

say about the sins at Corinth, yet He only singled out one sin among the community for discipline in 1 Corinthians 5. 

The categories for discipline in the New Testament are many (Matt 18:15–17; Rom 16:17–18; 2 Thess 3:14–15; 1 

Tim 1:20). Often public rebuke is called for at these times (Matt 18:17; Rom 16:17; 1 Cor 5:4–5; 1 Tim 1:20). 

The forms of discipline include warning and admonition (1 Thess 5:12–14), withholding of fellowship (2 Thess 

3:6, 17), abstaining from association (1 Cor 5:11–15), and excommunication (1 Tim 1:20). The act of discipline is to 

be performed in love and humility. The purpose of all discipline must be to win back the erring (2 Cor 2:4; Gal 6:1). 

The ultimate goal is restoration to fellowship, but the immediate goal must be shame (2 Thess 3:14) and sorrow (2 

Cor 2:7). Yet there is warning against excessive punishment that produces excessive sorrow (2 Cor 2:7), though there 

is need for godly sorrow that brings about repentance (2 Cor 7:10). Discipline protects the church from further decay 

(1 Cor 5:6). Finally, it serves as a reminder of the propensity toward sin on behalf of all (2 Cor 7:11). 

Conclusion 

God called the church into being for fellowship with Himself and with other believers. The church has a dual purpose 

in the world; it is to be a holy priesthood (1 Pet 2:5) and to declare the wonderful deeds of God, who called the 

believing community out of darkness into His marvelous light (1 Pet 2:9). We confess the church as one, holy, 

universal, and apostolic and believe that God intends for all believers to be involved in local churches, worshiping, 

ministering, serving, fellowshiping, and celebrating together. In addition to these functions, the church has a 

missionary task that is not optional and is for the world, not merely for itself. 

Questions for Reflection 

1. How does the New Testament use the term church? 

 

2. When was the church brought into being? 

 

3. What is the significance of the metaphors used for the church in the New Testament? 

 

4. What are the offices of the church? What are the responsibilities of each office? 

 

5. What is the purpose of church discipline? 

 

6. What is signified when the church participates in the Lord’s Supper? 

 

7. How can the New Testament emphasis upon the corporate and covenant people be emphasized properly in our 

individualistic culture? 

 

8. How can churches balance concerns for worship, fellowship, edification, and outreach ministry? 

 

Sources for Additional Study 

Martin, Ralph P. The Worship of God. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1985. 

 
8 Schreiner, T. R. (2006). Paul, Apostle of God’s Glory in Christ: A Pauline Theology (pp. 253–261). Westmont, IL: IVP Academic. 

http://www.realchurch.org/wednesdaynight/
https://ref.ly/logosres/paulapostschreiner?ref=Page.p+253&off=20737


Living Scripture  

 Week 7 – 1 Corinthians 5  
 http://www.realchurch.org/wednesdaynight/ 
 

18 

Saucy, Robert. The Church in God’s Program. Chicago: Moody, 1972.9 

 
EXCOMMUNICATION—the expulsion of a member from the church because of a divisiveness, doctrinal 

abberation, or moral lapse.  The process of excommunication from the church was spelled out by Jesus (Matt. 18:15-

18). The errant believer should first be confronted about his behavior. If he refuses to heed the warnings, a 

representative of the church should return with witnesses. If that, too, is ineffective, the person should be brought 

before the church, which is to excommunicate him: “Let him be to you like a heathen or a tax collector” (Matt. 

18:17). The apostle Paul also used the phrase “deliver to Satan” (1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Tim. 1:20), which seems to imply 

excommunication. 

Several purposes stood behind this extremely disciplinary tool. Primarily it was to protect the church from 

blatant evil in its midst (1 Cor. 5:6). It also had a redemptive function—to force the member to realize the 

seriousness of his offense and to return to Christ (1 Cor. 5:5).10 

 

Delivered unto Satan 

This concept is illustrated well by Paul’s view on the sanctity of the local church. Every body of believers was holy 

ground, no place for unrepentant sin. 

In chapter 8 we looked at how the camp of Israel dealt with sin to preserve the sanctity of the camp—its sacred 

space. We talked about the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16), where the sins of the nation were ritually transferred to a 

goat—the one “for Azazel” (Lev. 16:8, 10). Azazel was a demonic entity thought to inhabit the wilderness. The 

Israelites sent the goat out into the wilderness, carrying their sins away. The act symbolically sent the sins of the 

people where they belonged—into the wilderness, the place of spiritual darkness. 

Paul has the Corinthians deal with sin the same way—sending it where it belongs. In 1 Corinthians 5, Paul wrote 

to the Corinthians about a man living in sexual immorality who needed to repent. He commanded, “Hand this man 

over to Satan” (1 Cor. 5:5 GNT). The rationale was clear—sin has no place on holy ground. Believers were to remove 

unrepentant believers from the church (1 Cor. 5:9–13). To be expelled from the church was to be thrust into the realm 

of Satan, back out into the world. 

Paul hoped the result for the unrepentant man would be “the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be 

saved in the day of the Lord” (1 Cor. 5:5). (The reference here isn’t to physical death, but to the death of the fleshly 

lusts ensnaring this man [Gal. 5:24; 1 Cor. 11:32–33]).11 

 

 
9 Dockery, D. S. (Ed.). (1992). Holman Bible Handbook (p. 838). Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers. 
10 Hayford, J. W., Thomas Nelson Publishers. (1995). Hayford’s Bible handbook. Nashville, TN; Atlanta, GA; London; Vancouver: Thomas 

Nelson Publishers. 
11 Heiser, M. S. (2015). Supernatural: What the Bible Teaches about the Unseen World—And Why It Matters. (D. Lambert, Ed.) (pp. 139–140). 

Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
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