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Love Is the Greatest 
1Corinthians 13: 1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only 
be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret 
plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, 
I would be nothing.  3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about 
it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing. 4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or 
boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being 
wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, 
never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. 8 Prophecy and speaking in   
unknown languages and special knowledge will become useless. But love will last forever! 9 Now our 
knowledge is partial and incomplete, and even the gift of prophecy reveals only part of the whole picture! 10 
But when the time of perfection comes, these partial things will become useless. 11 When I was a child, I 
spoke and thought and reasoned as a child. But when I grew up, I put away childish things. 12 Now we see 
things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect clarity. All 
that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just as God now knows 
me completely.  13 Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love. 
 
Love in the Old Testament: 
You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself:  I am the LORD.   Leviticus 19:18   
 
You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.    
Deuteronomy 6:5 
 
Love in the New Testament:  
And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.” 1 Peter 4:8 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.  John 3:16 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another. John 13:34 
He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me.  And he who loves Me will be loved by 
My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.  John 14:21 
 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  
He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.  In this the love of God was manifested toward us, 
that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.  In this is love, not 
that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also out to love one another. No  one has seen God at any time.   
If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.  By this we know that we 
abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.  And we have seen and testify that the Father 
has sent the Son as Savior of the world.  Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him,  
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and he in God.  And we have known and believed the love that God has for us.  God is love, and he who abides 
in love abides in God, and God in him.  1 John 4:7-16 
 
22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!  Galatians 5:22-23 
 
5 And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given 
us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. 6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right 
time and died for us sinners. 7 Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though 
someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. 8 But God showed his great love 
for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.  Romans 5:5-8 
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