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1. Welcome 
2. Worship w/Prayer Board 
3. Annc 

 

Thank you, Pr. Robin (head covering – understanding cultural influence in hermeneutics) 
 
This we know: 

There was a letter sent previous to 1 Corinthians reply (Could it be 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1?). 

At the end of 2nd Corinthians, Paul mentions wanting to pay the Corinthians a THIRD visit…when did the 2nd visit happen?  (1st = Acts 18). 
Another very stern letter that Paul wishes he never sent (could it be 2 Corinthians 10-13?). 

If it is, we can operate by this time frame: 

 

i. The ‘Previous Letter’, which may be contained in 2 Corinthians 6:14 – 7::1 (N.B. 6:13 runs very smoothly into 7:2). 
ii. ‘Chloe’s people’ (1 Cor. 1:11_ bring Paul at Ephesus news of divisions at Corinth. 
iii. 1 Corinthians chapters 1-4 were written in reply and Timothy is about to take it to Corinth (1 Cor. 4:17). 
iv. Three men (Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus:  1 Cor. 16:17) arrive with more news and a letter from Corinth:  Paul immediately 

writes chapters 5 and 6 and pens chapters 7-16 in reply to this letter.  Timothy then takes the whole of 1 Corinthians to Corinth. 
v. The situation gets worse and Paul makes a disastrous visit to Corinth after which things get even more painful for Paul (cf. 2 Cor. 2:1). 
vi. He then sends the ‘Severe Letter’ (2 Cor. 10-13) by the hands of Titus (2 Cor. 2:13; 7:13). 
vii. Paul is so worried that he cannot wait for Titus to return; he sets out to meet him in Macedonia (2 Cor. 7:5-13), and then writes 2 

Corinthians 1-9, the ‘Letter of Reconciliation’. 
(“Message of 1 Corinthians”, David Prior, pg. 18. The Bible Speaks Today, IVP 1985) 

 
 

Begins to answer the letter that was written to him (Chloe): 
Chpt 7 – Marriage 

Chpt 8 – Idols (your freedom causing another to stumble) 

Chpt 9 –  Give Up your rights, run the race  

Chpt 10 – 23 You say, “I am allowed to do anything”[d]—but not everything is good for you. You say, “I am allowed to  

                  do anything”—but not everything is beneficial. 24 Don’t be concerned for your own good but for the good  

                  of others. 

__________________________________ 

Chpt 11 – Public Worship/Lord’s Supper 

Chpt 12 – Spiritual Gifts 

Chpt 13 – Love  

Chpt 14 – Tongues, Prophecy, Worship 

Chpt 15 – Resurrection of Christ, The Dead, The Body [Teach on Last Things?] 

Chpt 16 – Final Greetings  

 

 
RECAP:  Last Week  The Wearing of the Veil  

 

Small Group Question #1: 

In the frame of our current CULTURE,  

 Our distinctions: 

 What does ultra successful look like?  

 What does ordinary or normal success look like? 

 What does unsuccessful look like?  

 

Small Group Question #2: 

In the frame of our current CULTURE,  

 What might be provocative or improper in the church/worship setting?  

 For MEN 

 For WOMEN 

 

 
 
1 Corinthians 11:1-2 
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A)Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 

Head Coverings 
2 Now I commend you (B)because you remember me in everything and (C)maintain the traditions (D)even as I delivered them 

to you.  

1 Corinthians 11:17-34  The Lord's Supper 
17 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for the 

better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, (S)I hear that there are 

divisions among you. And I believe it in part,[e] 19 for (T)there must be factions among you in order (U)that those 

who are genuine among you may be recognized. 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you 

eat. 21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, (V)another gets drunk. 22 What! 

Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise (W)the church of God and (X)humiliate those who 

have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not. 
23 For (Y)I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that (Z)the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 

betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is 

for[f] you. Do this in remembrance of me.”[g] 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as 

you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death (AA)until he comes. 
27 (AB)Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord (AC)in an unworthy manner will be guilty 

concerning (AD)the body and blood of the Lord.28 (AE)Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread 

and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment 

on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some (AF)have died.[h] 31 (AG)But if we 

judged[i] ourselves truly, we would not be judged.32 But when we are judged by the Lord, (AH)we are 

disciplined[j] so that we may not be (AI)condemned along with the world. 
33 So then, my brothers,[k] when you come together to eat, wait for[l] one another—34 (AJ)if anyone is 

hungry, (AK)let him eat at home—so that when you come together it will not be for judgment. About the other 

things (AL)I will give directions (AM)when I come.  ESV 
Footnotes: 

a. 1 Corinthians 11:3 Greek gunē. This term may refer to a woman or a wife, depending on the context 

b. 1 Corinthians 11:3 Greek anēr. This term may refer to a man or a husband, depending on the context 

c. 1 Corinthians 11:5 In verses 5–13, the Greek word gunē is translated wife in verses that deal with wearing a veil, a sign of being married in first-century culture 

d. 1 Corinthians 11:10 Or messengers, that is, people sent to observe and report 

e. 1 Corinthians 11:18 Or I believe a certain report 
f. 1 Corinthians 11:24 Some manuscripts broken for 

g. 1 Corinthians 11:24 Or as my memorial; also verse 25 

h. 1 Corinthians 11:30 Greek have fallen asleep (as in 15:6, 20) 

i. 1 Corinthians 11:31 Or discerned 

j. 1 Corinthians 11:32 Or when we are judged we are being disciplined by the Lord 

k. 1 Corinthians 11:33 Or brothers and sisters 

l. 1 Corinthians 11:33 Or share with 
Cross references: 

A. 1 Corinthians 11:1 : See ch. 4:16 

B. 1 Corinthians 11:2 : [ch. 4:17; 1 Thess. 3:6] 

C. 1 Corinthians 11:2 : 2 Thess. 2:15; 3:6 

D. 1 Corinthians 11:2 : [1 Thess. 4:1, 2] 

E. 1 Corinthians 11:3 : Eph. 1:22; 4:15; 5:23; Col. 1:18 

F. 1 Corinthians 11:3 : See Gen. 3:16 

G. 1 Corinthians 11:3 : [ch. 3:23] 

H. 1 Corinthians 11:5 : Luke 2:36; Acts 21:9; [ch. 14:34] 

I. 1 Corinthians 11:5 : [Num. 5:18] 

J. 1 Corinthians 11:5 : Deut. 21:12 

K. 1 Corinthians 11:7 : See Gen. 1:26 

L. 1 Corinthians 11:7 : [Prov. 12:4] 

M. 1 Corinthians 11:8 : Gen. 2:21-23; [1 Tim. 2:13] 

N. 1 Corinthians 11:9 : Gen. 2:18 

O. 1 Corinthians 11:11 : Gal. 3:28 

P. 1 Corinthians 11:12 : See Rom. 11:36 

Q. 1 Corinthians 11:16 : 1 Tim. 6:3, 4 

R. 1 Corinthians 11:16 : 2 Thess. 1:4; [1 Thess. 2:14]; See ch. 7:17; 10:32 

S. 1 Corinthians 11:18 : ch. 1:10-12; [ch. 3:3] 

T. 1 Corinthians 11:19 : [Matt. 18:7; Luke 17:1; Acts 20:30; 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 

Pet. 2:1] 

U. 1 Corinthians 11:19 : 1 John 2:19; [Deut. 13:3] 

V. 1 Corinthians 11:21 : [2 Pet. 2:13; Jude 12] 

W. 1 Corinthians 11:22 : See Acts 20:28 

X. 1 Corinthians 11:22 : [Prov. 17:5; James 2:6] 

Y. 1 Corinthians 11:23 : ch. 15:3; Gal. 1:12 

Z. 1 Corinthians 11:23 : For ver. 23-25, see Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; 

Luke 22:19, 20 

AA. 1 Corinthians 11:26 : See John 21:22 

BB. 1 Corinthians 11:27 : [Num. 9:10, 13] 

CC. 1 Corinthians 11:27 : [John 13:27] 

DD. 1 Corinthians 11:27 : John 6:51, 53-56 

EE. 1 Corinthians 11:28 : [2 Cor. 13:5; Gal. 6:4] 

FF. 1 Corinthians 11:30 : See Matt. 27:52 

GG. 1 Corinthians 11:31 : See 1 John 1:9 

HH. 1 Corinthians 11:32 : See Prov. 3:11 

II. 1 Corinthians 11:32 : Rom. 5:16 

JJ. 1 Corinthians 11:34 : ver. 21 

KK. 1 Corinthians 11:34 : ver. 22 

LL. 1 Corinthians 11:34 : ch. 7:17; Titus 1:5 

MM. 1 Corinthians 11:34 : See ch. 4:19 
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SLIDE 2 

Two Ordinances That Jesus Left Us to Do in Obedience: 
 
#1.   Baptism  

Matthew 28:18-20 (Mark 16:15-16, John 3:5) 
“The Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”NIV 
Numbers 19:1-9; Ezekiel 36:25-27; Acts 2:38; Ephesians 5:26; Titus 3:5; Hebrews 10:22 

 
#2.  Communion 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 25 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you 

drink it, in remembrance of me." 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until 

he comes.NIV 
Matthew 26:26-28;  Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:14-23  

 
The Synoptic Gospels all address communion:  

Matthew 26:26-28  

Institution of the Lord's Supper 
26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and 

said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the[a] covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins.ESV 

Mark 14:22-24  

Institution of the Lord's Supper 
22 And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and said, “Take; this 

is my body.” 23 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of 

it. 24 And he said to them, “This is my blood of the[a] covenant, which is poured out for many.ESV 

 Luke 22:19-20  
19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, 

saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.ESV  
 

SLIDE #3 

Theological Beliefs about Communion: 

• Transubstantiation:  This view holds the bread and wine become the actual body and blood of Christ 
when the words of institution are spoken by the priest.  

 

• Consubstantiation:  Christ’s body is “in, with, and under” the bread and wine.  

 

• Dynamic:  (or Spiritual presence) The Bread and Wine are symbols.  Christ is not physically present in 
the elements, because His risen, glorified body is in heaven (Hebrews 10:12-13).  Still, He is 
dynamically and spiritually present in the Lord’s Supper through the Holy Spirit, giving spiritual 
nourishment.   
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• Symbolic:  The Bread and Wine are only symbols of the sacrificed body and blood of Christ.  It 
is primarily a memorial ceremony of Christ’s finished work.  But the body of Christ is to pledge their 
loyalty to one another and their loyalty to Christ as they take Communion. 

                                                                                                                       (Hayford’s Bible Handbook) 

 

SLIDE #4 

What are we celebrating: 

Hebrews 10: 11-13 
11 Under the old covenant, the priest stands and ministers before the altar day after day, offering the same 

sacrifices again and again, which can never take away sins. 12 But our High Priest offered Himself to God as a 

single sacrifice for sins, good for all time. Then He sat down in the place of honor at God’s right hand.13 There 

He waits until His enemies are humbled and made a footstool under His feet.  NLT 
 

SLIDE #5 

So, what is Paul talking about in 1 Corinthians  11:17-34?  

 
Order at the Lord’s Supper 
 
SKIT:  Table set up in front.  With chairs all around.    
Have wealthy cards on each chair telling them what they were to say do. 
Fill up all the chairs and do not give any to the working class.  Stay at your end of the table. 
Eat your food in excess in front of the working class who only have apples to eat. 
Do not share your food with them.  Notice them but do not offer them a chair or room to stand between you wealthy people.  
The working class can stand at the end of the table you are not at.   

 
 Group 1:  Wealthy.  They come in and take chairs and Open their lunch bags with nummies. 
Sit down and eat and drink.  Be loud.  Make a big deal over your snacks/water.   
 
Group 2:  Working class.  Come in dressed from work.  No chairs left for them. 
Carrying their lunches.  (Just an apple/carrots?). Try to visit with those at the table.  Stand around. 
 
Props:  Wealthy lunches (cookies?chips?waterbottle).  Working lunches(apples).  Working class 
‘outfit’.   
 
After skit, read: 
SLIDE #6 

17 But in the following instructions, I cannot praise you. For it sounds as 

if more harm than good is done when you meet together. 18 First, I hear that 

there are divisions among you when you meet as a church, and to some extent 

I believe it.19 But, of course, there must be divisions among you so that you 

who have God’s approval will be recognized! 

 
20 When you meet together, you are not really interested in the Lord’s 

Supper. 
21 For some of you hurry to eat your own meal without sharing with others. As 

a result, some go hungry while others get drunk.  
22 What? Don’t you have your own homes for eating and drinking? Or do you 

really want to disgrace God’s church and shame the poor? What am I supposed 

to say? Do you want me to praise you? Well, I certainly will not praise you 

for this! 

 

Apparently, the Corinthians attached an additional party to communion.  A Love Feast. 
Pagan replacement?   
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SLIDE #7 

THE Church:  Ekklēsia 

The Greek word for “church” is ekklēsia, which means “assembly.” [can be nonreligious] 
The first two occurrences of this word in the New Testament are spoken by Jesus 

1. Matthew 16:18: Jesus says “I will build my church.”  
Connected to Exodus 19-20 where God will continue to meet w/His people as they assembled around the 
tabernacle/temple.  GOD IS PRESENT WHEN THEY ARE ASSEMBLED.  Jesus is now stating He will be 
building a new assembly where He will be present.  Ekklesai.   
 

2. Matthew 18:19-20 
Jesus’ second usage of Ekklesai reaffirms what He stated in In Matthew 16:18. 

15 “If another believer[a] sins against you,[b] go privately and point out the offense. If the other person listens and confesses it, you have 

won that person back. 16 But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others with you and go back again, so that everything you say may 

be confirmed by two or three witnesses. 17 If the person still refuses to listen, take your case to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept 

the church’s decision, treat that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector. 
18 “I tell you the truth, whatever you forbid[c] on earth will be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit[d] on earth will be permitted 

in heaven. 
19 “I also tell you this: If two of you agree here on earth concerning anything you ask, my Father in heaven will 

do it for you. 20 For where two or three gather together as my followers,[e] I am there among them.” 

 

 SLIDE #8 

L/G   WHAT WAS PAUL’S CORRECTION ABOUT?  What was ‘wrong’ with their additional feast? 
          (List on white board) 
 
SLIDE #9 

Then, Paul reminds them what Jesus was telling us (not asking us) to do: 
 

23 For I pass on to you what I received from the Lord himself. On the night 

when he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took some bread 24 and gave thanks to 

God for it.  

Then he broke it in pieces and said, “This is my body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
25 In the same way, he took the cup of wine after supper, saying, “This cup 

is the new covenant between God and his people—an agreement confirmed with 

my blood. Do this in remembrance of me as often as you drink it.” 26 For 

every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the 

Lord’s death until He comes again. 

 
SLIDE #10 

?S/G  In your small group: 
 How do I ‘announce the Lord’s death’? 
   ‘Until He comes again’ means I do what? 

 
How can I incorporate this into my next Communion? 
 
11:23 Faith At the Lord’s Table, FAITH’S CONFESSION. Just as the act of water baptism outwardly declares or 

confesses an inward experience of salvation through the blood of the Lord Jesus, each observance of the Lord’s Table is a 

powerful occasion for faith’s confession.  In the ordinance, the Christian confesses before all heaven that he not only has 

believed, but that he has not forgotten.  “In remembrance” involves more than just memory; the word suggests an “active 

calling to mind” (Wycliffe).  
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 The word “for” introduces the reason the Supper is continually repeated.  It is an acted sermon, for it 

“proclaims” the Lord’s death.  The outward act of faith, as the bread and cup taken, is explicitly said to be an ongoing, 

active confession—literally “you are proclaiming” (v. 26).  Each occasion of partaking is an opportunity to say, proclaim, 

or confess again:  “I herewith lay hold of all the benefits of Jesus Christ’s full redemption for my life—forgiveness, 

wholeness, strength, health, sufficiency.”  The Lord’s Supper is not to be simply a ritual remembrance, but an active 

confession, by which you actively will to call to memory and appropriate today all that Jesus has provided and promised 

through His Cross. 

 
Paul is not done.  He outlines the supernatural side of communion:  
SLIDE #11 
27 So anyone who eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord unworthily is 

guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.  
28 That is why you should examine yourself before eating the bread and drinking the 

cup.  
 

S/G   What does:   Eating the bread, drinking the cup unworthily mean? 
 (Behavior that shows I do not value another) 
 

What does:   Examine myself mean? 
 ( 
                 

 
SLIDE #12 
29 For if you eat the bread or drink the cup without honoring the body of Christ, 

you are eating and drinking God’s judgment upon yourself. 30 That is why many of 

you are weak and sick and some have even died. 

 

S/G   What does Paul mean with these words:  Weak.  Sick.  Dead.  
  
31 But if we would examine ourselves, we would not be judged by God in this 

way.32 Yet when we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will 

not be condemned along with the world. 
 

33 So, my dear brothers and sisters, when you gather for the Lord’s Supper, wait 

for each other. 34 If you are really hungry, eat at home so you won’t bring 

judgment upon yourselves when you meet together. I’ll give you instructions about 

the other matters after I arrive. 

 

 

    
 

 

Closing slide? 
The observance of the Lord’s Supper begins with  

1) giving “thanks” (Gk. eucharisteo, lit. “give thanks,” transliterated “eucharist,” (v. 24).  
2) This experience is also a memorial of Christ’s atonement on the Cross (vv. 24, 25),  
3) an experience of fellowship among believers (v. 18);  
4) a testimony of Christ’s death in their behalf (v. 26),  
5) and a means by which believers are challenged to examine their spiritual lives (v. 28).  
6) The sharing of a common loaf indicated the unity of the body of Christ.  
7) Eating the bread and drinking the cup are also a reminder of our Lord’s sacrificial death on the Cross. 

Thomas Nelson, I. (1995). The Woman’s Study Bible (1 Co 11:23–29). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Both Ordinances focus on the death, burial, resurrection of Jesus Christ  
and what it has permanently done to alter the spiritual state of the human race. 

 

 

 
Consequences of Judgment 

Psalm 81 
For the choir director: A psalm of Asaph, to be accompanied by a stringed instrument.[a] 
1 Sing praises to God, our strength. 
    Sing to the God of Jacob. 
2 Sing! Beat the tambourine. 
    Play the sweet lyre and the harp. 
3 Blow the ram’s horn at new moon, 
    and again at full moon to call a festival! 
4 For this is required by the decrees of Israel; 
    it is a regulation of the God of Jacob. 
5 He made it a law for Israel[b] 
    when he attacked Egypt to set us free. 
I heard an unknown voice say, 
6 “Now I will take the load from your shoulders; 
    I will free your hands from their heavy tasks. 
7 You cried to me in trouble, and I saved you; 
    I answered out of the thundercloud 
    and tested your faith when there was no water at Meribah. Interlude 
8 “Listen to me, O my people, while I give you stern warnings. 
    O Israel, if you would only listen to me! 
9 You must never have a foreign god; 
    you must not bow down before a false god. 
10 For it was I, the Lord your God, 
    who rescued you from the land of Egypt. 
    Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it with good things. 
11 “But no, my people wouldn’t listen. 
    Israel did not want me around. 
12 So I let them follow their own stubborn desires, 
    living according to their own ideas. 
13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! 
    Oh, that Israel would follow me, walking in my paths! 
14 How quickly I would then subdue their enemies! 
    How soon my hands would be upon their foes! 
15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him; 
    they would be doomed forever. 
16 But I would feed you with the finest wheat. 
    I would satisfy you with wild honey from the rock.” 
 
1 John 1:9  

9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 

James 5:13-15 
13 Are any of you suffering hardships? You should pray. Are any of you happy? You should sing praises. 14 Are any of you 
sick? You should call for the elders of the church to come and pray over you, anointing you with oil in the name of the 
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Lord.15 Such a prayer offered in faith will heal the sick, and the Lord will make you well. And if you have 
committed any sins, you will be forgiven. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES: 
 

Eight Facts of Salvation: 
1) All have sinned. 
2) Repentant of personal sins.   
3) Believes the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ provides deliverance from the consequences of 

those repented sins.   
4) Received as an individual. 
5) The deliverance offers inclusion for eternity in Heaven with Him.  
6) The deliverance offers access to our Heavenly Father. 
7) The inner witness or evidence of salvation is the direct witness of the Holy Spirit giving us the assurance 

that God has accepted us.   
8) The outward witness (visible to others) is a change life.  

                  

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name given under heaven by which we must be saved."  

Acts 4:12 
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Essential Doctrines Week #3 
The Salvation of Mankind ∙ The Ordinances 

Doctrine #6                                                                                                                                      
THE ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH                   {Student manual pages 14-16 } 
 

There are two religious “practices” Jesus Christ told His disciples to do: 
 
Are these practices: 

• Sacraments a Christian rite (as baptism or the Eucharist) that is believed to have been ordained by Christ and that is held to 

be a means of divine grace or to be a sign or symbol of a spiritual reality  
(Creates the idea/imagery that it is an act that will create spiritual growth every time you participate.  Getting more 
grace or forgiveness from God.) 

 

• Ordinances (We do out of obedience because Jesus Christ told us to, He has ordained them.) 
 
#I.   Baptism  
Matthew 28:18-20 
“The Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 
#II.  Communion 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 25 In the same way, after 

supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26 For 

whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 
Jesus chose to be baptized by John in Matthew 3:13-16 (Mk 1:9-11; Lk 3:21-22; Jn 1:29-34).  
Since JC never sinned, why did He choose to be baptized (Vs. 15)? 
{Fulfilled all righteousness…what God Required. Obedience.} 
 
Why did Jesus submit to Baptism? 

 
1.  Public proclamation of His Sonship.  (Trinity revealed.)  
 2.  Identified Himself with people He came to save.   
3.  Began His public ministry. 
 
{If we wonder about vs. 16&17 indicating believers do not have the Holy Spirit or the Father’s acceptance until 
baptism….(Eph 1:13-14 Sealed w/HS when saved):} 

Jesus Christ example of baptism is our benchmark. 
He is not making a doctrinal statement but rather proclaiming one already in existence: 

The Father’s acceptance and the Holy Spirit presence. 
His baptism was the occasion God chose to make them public. 

 
Mark 16:16 
16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 

 
Baptism focuses on the death, burial, resurrection of Jesus Christ  

and what it has permanently done to alter the spiritual state of the human race. 
 
#II.  Communion 

 

ASK:  What is Communion (aka The LORD’s Supper)? 
 
Transubstantiation:  This view holds the bread and wine become the actual body and blood of Christ when the words of institution are 
spoken by the priest.  
 
Consubstantiation:  Christ’s body is “in, with, and under” the bread and wine.  
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Dynamic:  (or Spiritual presence) The Bread and Wine are symbols.  Christ is not physically present in the elements, 
because His risen, glorified body is in heaven (Hebrews 10:12-13).  Still, He is dynamically and spiritually present in the Lord’s Supper 
through the Holy Spirit, giving spiritual nourishment.   
 
Hebrews 10: 11-13 
11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never 

take away sins.  12 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 and since 

that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool. 

 
Symbolic:  The Bread and Wine are only symbols of the sacrificed body and blood of Christ.  It is primarily a memorial ceremony of 
Christ’s finished work.  But the body of Christ is to pledge their loyalty to one another and their loyalty to Christ as they take 
Communion. 
                                                                                                                       (Hayford’s Bible Handbook) 
 

{In Corinth, the believers gathered for an ‘agape’ love feast.  A Pot Luck of today. 
After which, they partook in communion.   
Everyone was to bring food.  The rich ate like it was their feast leaving the poorer brethren w/o much food.   
This was self centered, non unified attitude was eating & drinking ‘w/o recognizing the body of the LORD’. (1 Cor. 11:29)} 

 

1 Corinthians 11:23-34 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 25 In the same way, after 

supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26 For 

whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  

    27 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and 

blood of the Lord. 28 Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For those who eat and 

drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves. 30 That is why many among you are weak and sick, 

and a number of you have fallen asleep. 31 But if we were more discerning with regard to ourselves, we would not come under such 

judgment. 32 Nevertheless, when we are judged in this way by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be finally condemned 

with the world.  

    33 So then, my brothers and sisters, when you gather to eat, you should all eat together. 34 Those who are hungry should eat something 

at home, so that when you meet together it may not result in judgment.  

       And when I come I will give further directions.  

Why is it good for us to remember this on a regular basis? 
Remember what? 
 

1. We have been made right with God 
2. We share the divine nature of eternal life through JC (2 Peter 1:4) 
3. Also focuses us forward to Jesus Christ’s  2nd coming as we proclaim Jesus’ death until He comes. 

 
What does the bread represent?  {JC physical body, which was sacrificed at the Crucifixion.  Serves as a reminder of His physical 

resurrection.} 

 

What does the cup represent?  {JC blood, which He CHOSE to shed to purchase our salvation, and the new covenant He has 

established with us.  It also reminds us of Jesus’ spiritual suffering and victory in taking our sins on himself.}   

 

What command does JC make (vs24&25)?  {Do this in remembrance of Him.} 

 

What is the primary purpose of Communion (vs.26)?  {We ‘proclaim’ or commemorate Christ’s death until He comes again.  This 

proclamation is both to fellow believers and to unbelievers.} 

 

What does this mean doctrinally?  
{It is not a grace-imparting sacrament but a solemn memorial. 

Nothing miraculous happens when we partake of the elements. 

It is our constant reminder of what Christ has done for us.} 

 

What is required of those who participate in Communion? 
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1.) Paul is speaking to Christians, so Salvation. 
2.) Self-examination of our Relationship with God & our unity with our fellow Christians. 

{This was self centered, non unified attitude was eating & drinking ‘w/o recognizing the body of the LORD’. (1 Cor. 11:29)} 
 

Both Ordinances focus on the death, burial, resurrection of Jesus Christ  
and what it has permanently done to alter the spiritual state of the human race. 

 
Paul’s Summary: 
Paul’s description clarifies the practice of Christian baptism, immersion, as a symbol that we have been “united with JC like 
this in His death and …united with Him in His resurrection”. 
 
Romans 6:1-5 
1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how 

can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We 

were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 

Father, we too may live a new life.     5 If we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a 

resurrection like his.  

11:23–34 The observance of the Lord’s Supper begins with giving “thanks” (Gk. eucharisteo, lit. “give thanks,” 

transliterated “eucharist,” (v. 24). This experience is also a memorial of Christ’s atonement on the Cross (vv. 24, 25), an 

experience of fellowship among believers (v. 18); a testimony of Christ’s death in their behalf (v. 26), and a means by 

which believers are challenged to examine their spiritual lives (v. 28). The sharing of a common loaf indicated the unity of 

the body of Christ. Eating the bread and drinking the cup are also a reminder of our Lord’s sacrificial death on the Cross.  

11:29 As an alternative to the cultic feasts of the pagans, the Corinthians had begun to sponsor their own “love 

feasts,” celebrated in conjunction with the Lord’s Supper. Apparently, the rich Christians were feasting and drinking in 

isolated cliques, while the poor remained hungry. Emphasizing social divisions among themselves was an offense against 

the body of Christ, for it contradicted both the purpose of Christ’s self-sacrifice and the spirit in which it was made. The 

reality of the Corinthians’ common standing in the Lord was not to be compromised by prejudice and divisive, judgmental 

spirits (v. 30).1 

 

11:17–34 Paul gives instructions about the proper observance of the Lord’s Supper. Apparently, the church 

was divided on socioeconomic grounds, with the wealthier members abusing their position and status by 

inhibiting fellowship with the poorer members of the church. Paul hinted at the solution to this division 

earlier by emphasizing the unity of the body of Christ (10:17). The abuse of the Lord’s Supper within the 

Corinthian church was causing them to lose sight of its purpose: fellowship between believers and 

identification with Christ and His sacrifice. 

 

 The Lord’s Supper in First Corinthians 

In Paul’s day, great value was placed on corporate (group) experience. While many of his words can be read as applying to individuals, 

they were often meant for the Church as a whole. One such passage is 1 Corinthians 11:27, where Paul warns against the Corinthians taking 

the Lord’s Supper in an “unworthy manner.” This verse is often interpreted as encouraging believers to examine any unconfessed sins 

before approaching the Lord’s Table, such as an unresolved conflict with a fellow believer. However, Paul likely addresses a corporate 

issue in the Corinthian church in 1 Corinthians 11; there is a problem with how the Church as a whole celebrates the Lord’s Supper. 

In 1 Corinthians 11:18, Paul says that the Church is not united; there are “divisions” among them. He also says that when believers 

participate in the Lord’s Supper, “each one of you goes ahead and takes his own supper, and one is hungry and another is drunk” (1 Cor 

11:21). It seems that the Lord’s Supper was a full meal that was held in someone’s home, where first-century churches normally met. The 

owner of the house acted as host of the meal and could seat everyone where he or she desired. 

In antiquity, it was common to seat people according to their social status. The host would seat the favored guests—those of the highest 

social standing—in the triclinium, or dining room. He or she would also serve these guests more and better food and drink. Guests of 

lower social status were served in the atrium, or courtyard, and received smaller amounts of lower quality food and drink. Household 

slaves then served the guests. Sometimes the dinner would be an eranos, or “basket dinner,” where everyone brought their own food. In 

these cases, the rich would enjoy a sumptuous feast while the poor ate meagerly. 

While this type of discrimination was accepted practice in the first century, Paul is astonished that the Church would divide believers 

according to status. Though the world may act this way, he argues that Church should be held to a higher standard. 

 
1 Thomas Nelson, I. (1995). The Woman’s Study Bible (1 Co 11:23–29). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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The Lord’s Supper is meant to be celebrated in remembrance of Jesus (1 Cor 11:23), who gave His life for all people. Christ 

did not favor the rich and powerful but sacrificed Himself for the helpless and ungodly (Rom 5:6). The Corinthians cannot celebrate the 

Lord’s Supper by discriminating against the poor and humiliating them in public. Paul admonishes the Corinthians to be like Christ—

willing to lay down their lives for the poor and weak among them and truly making communion the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor 11:20). 

Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 11:27 do not command that believers examine themselves for personal sin; rather, they admonish 

the whole Church to ensure they represent a welcoming community—especially to the outcasts of society. The Church must not 

resemble the world by giving preference to the accomplished or wealthy. Rather, the Church must remember that all people receive 

salvation through God’s grace. Communion represents an opportunity to “proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” (1 Cor 11:26), 

which can only be done when the Church follows Christ’s example of humility. 

MICHELLE LEE-BARNEWALL2 

 
11:17 instruction Refers to the instruction concerning the Lord’s Supper (vv. 17–34). 

I do not praise you Paul uses this statement to assign blame to the Corinthians. Compare v. 2. 

you come together Refers to worship gatherings. 

11:18 there are divisions among you Refers to divisions between social classes. Paul may have heard about these 

divisions from Chloe’s household (1:11). 

11:19 factions Refers to division (see v. 18). 

11:20 the Lord’s supper Refers to the meal that Jesus instituted, symbolizing His death (Luke 22:14–23). The Corinthians, 

however, did not eat the Lord’s Supper together; the division between the rich and poor altered their practice. The Corinthian 

believers probably had a large meal, known as a love feast, that included the Lord’s Supper. 

11:21 each one of you Refers to the wealthy believers in Corinth. 

his own supper Some of the wealthy believers may have had their own meals and did not share with (or invite) poor 

believers. See note on 1 Cor 11:18. 

 
11:22 do you despise the church of God The actions of wealthy believers showed that they did not value poor believers 

in their church community (ekklēsia in Greek). Thus, they damaged the unity and fellowship of the church. 

 
 The Church 

The Greek word for “church” is ekklēsia, which means “assembly.” The first two occurrences of this word in the New Testament are spoken by Jesus in 

Matthew’s Gospel. In the first instance (Matt 16:18), Jesus says “I will build my church.” This reference can be theologically connected to the Old Testament 
notion of the “assembly of Israel” used in reference to the Mount Sinai event where God visits His people (Exod 19–20). From that day on, God continued 

to meet with His people as they assembled around the tabernacle and later the temple—linking Israel’s experience of God’s presence with their being in 

assembly. 

In Matthew 16:18, Jesus proclaims that He will create a similar assembly—what we know of as the church. This is why Jesus’ next reference to the church 

(Matt 18:15–20) is followed by the promise “where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there in the midst of them” (Matt 18:20). The fundamental 

idea of church is that it is the assembly of people gathered in Jesus’ name—and Jesus is present among them. Similarly, Paul speaks of Jesus being present 
when the church assembles for church discipline (1 Cor 5:4), communion (1 Cor 11:27–32), and worship (1 Cor 14:23–25). God’s unique presence in and 

through the church, being the group of believers, makes the church a way that people can experience God’s power and glory (Eph 3:21; compare Heb 10:19–

25; 12:22–24). 

The church is also identified as the body of Christ (e.g., 1 Cor 12; Col 1:24; Eph 1:22–23), the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 3:16–17; 2 Cor 6:16; Eph 

2:20–21), the bride of Christ (Eph 5:22–33), and the people of God (e.g., 1 Pet 2:9–10). Believers also experience fellowship with one another in the church 

(Acts 2:42–47; Eph 2:10–14; 1 John 1:7) and thus have the opportunity to grow and mature in the faith (Eph 4:7–16). This makes the church the means 

through which God accomplishes great things in this world (Eph 3:20–21)—how God makes visible the invisible presence of Christ (Eph 1:22–23). 

There are two uses of the word “church”: the universal Church—comprising all believers everywhere—and specific local churches like the church in Corinth, 

which assembled regularly in a specific location. These two groups are connected to one another—so that Paul, in the same passage, can speak about both 
the local and universal church (e.g., 1 Cor 12:13, 27; Eph 2:20–21). The best way to understand the relationship between the universal Church and the local 

church is to think of each local church as a full manifestation of the universal Church. In this regard, the identities of the two mold into one. 

In addition, because the Church is God’s work, it often comes under attack by the spiritual forces of darkness. Although Jesus proclaimed that the Church 
would ultimately be victorious (Matt 16:18), there are inevitable setbacks along the way. As a result, God’s presence in the Church is often veiled, and the 

Church’s true beauty is obscured by the sinfulness of people. 

 
2 Michelle Lee-Barnewall. (2012, 2016). The Lord’s Supper in First Corinthians. In Faithlife Study Bible. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
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Yet despite its flaws, the Church was designed by God to allow us to continue to experience His presence in a very real and powerful way. 

Thus, as we are reminded in Heb 10:22–25, “let us approach with a true heart in the full assurance of faith … not abandoning our meeting 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging each other, and by so much more as you see the day drawing near.” 

JIM SAMRA
3 

 Ekklēsia 

Definition 

 

Any public assembly or gathering of people in a 
political, religious, or informal sense. 
 

English Translation 

 

Versions 

 

church 

 

LEB; NASB; NIV; NLT; ESV; KJV; NRSV 

 

assembly 

 

LEB; NASB; NIV; NLT; ESV; KJV 

 

congregation 

 

LEB; ESV; NASB; NRSV 

 

New Testament Occurrences 

 

 

 

Gospels 

 

3 

 

Acts 

 

23 

 

Paul’s Letters 

 

62 

 

General Letters 

 

6 

 

Revelation 

 

20 

 

Total nt Uses 

 

114 

 

Ekklēsia (“assembly”) was the term applied to many types of public gatherings in the ancient Roman world, whether civil or 

religious. In Scripture, ekklēsia can refer both to assemblies of people in a nonreligious setting and to organized gatherings 

of the followers of Christ. For example, ekklēsia was used to designate a confused mob opposed to Paul’s message in Ephesus 

(Acts 19:32, 41). The same term was used to describe a regularly constituted legal assembly of the city (Acts 19:39). 

Elsewhere in Acts the word is used in the sense of “the people of God” or “the church,” both universally (e.g., Acts 8:3; 9:31) 

and locally (e.g., Acts 5:11; 8:1). Ekklēsia is also used to refer to the covenant people of God in the Old Testament, the 

assembly in the desert at the giving of the law (Acts 7:38). 

Elsewhere in the New Testament, ekklēsia refers to either a local church or the universal church. For example, Matthew 18:17 

states that the third step of church discipline is to tell the matter “to the ekklēsia.” This likely refers to a local assembly of 

believers. The universal sense is most fully developed in the letter to the Ephesians (e.g., Eph 1:22; 5:23). 

In Matthew, Jesus announced that His mission was to build His ekklēsia (Matt 16:18). Here the term has the sense of a new 

community of followers, a new people of God that are united based on Jesus’ teaching and work. The same passage, regarding 

the ekklēsia, recounts that Jesus told Peter He will give him the keys of the kingdom of God, suggesting a significant 

connection between the kingdom of God and the Church. Therefore, in various ways, but not all, ekklēsia is an expression of 

the kingdom (e.g., 1 Cor 1:2). 

For Paul, ekklēsia did not always comprise the people gathered together in one locale. This is apparent when he states, “So if 

the whole ekklēsia comes together …” (1 Cor 14:23), confirming the church was not bound to a specific physical space. 

 
3 Samra, J. (2012, 2016). The Church. In Faithlife Study Bible. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
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The sense of ekklēsia as a unified family of people bound by their relationship to Christ is suggested when Paul 

admonishes the un-brotherly love exhibited by the rich towards the poor when the Corinthians gathered for the Lord’s Supper 

(1 Cor 11:22). The lack of compassion was antithetical to the idea that ekklēsia represented a coherent family of God. Ekklēsia 

has a familial connotation elsewhere when Paul draws a parallel between a man’s lack of ability to manage his personal home 

as a disqualification to serve as an elder managing the ekklēsia of God (1 Tim 3:5). 

While ekklēsia in its basic sense refers simply to any public assembly, the NT usage emphasizes the ekklēsia of believers as a 

community united by their common faith in Christ.  DAVID SEAL4 

humiliate those who do not have Paul addresses the wealthy Corinthian believers who ruined the sanctity of the Lord’s 

Supper for poor believers. See note on v. 18. 

11:23 I received from the Lord May imply that Paul received this instruction by direct revelation, but most likely 

recognizes Jesus as the source of the instruction (compare 15:3). This instruction may have already become a well-established 

tradition among the Church in the first century by the time this letter was written. 

11:24 This section refers to the events of Luke 22:19–20. 

Do this in remembrance of me Jesus, His sacrifice, and its implications are the objects of remembrance for believers. 

11:25 cup Refers to the cup of blessing used in the Passover meal, which symbolized the blood of the covenant (Exod 24:8; 

Luke 22:20). 

new covenant Refers to the covenant that fulfilled and replaced the Mosaic covenant (see Jer 31:31–34; 32:40; compare 

Exod 24; 2 Cor 3:7–18). Through this covenant of Christ’s death, God offers forgiveness, eternal life, and the Holy Spirit that 

empowers believers to live God’s commandments. Compare Luke 22:20. 

in my blood Refers to Christ’s violent and sacrificial death. Blood functioned to seal a covenant (see Exod 24:8; compare 

Zech 9:11; Heb 9:18–20; 13:20). 

11:26 until he comes Refers to the second coming of Christ. 

11:27 in an unworthy manner Paul is referring to the Corinthian believers’ misuse of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor 11:18)—

they were missing the point of the meal, hindering their relationships with other believers and thus hindering the spread of 

the gospel (especially among the poor). They had even been driving fellow believers away from gatherings that were meant 

to celebrate Jesus—who offered His life for all without qualification of wealth or status. See note on 1:27–28. 

will be guilty of the body People who sin in this way are like those who originally crucified the Lord Jesus. They are not 

honoring Christ’s death but are instead making a mockery of it. 

11:28 examine Refers to testing or proving to be genuine. See v. 19; and note on v. 21. 

11:29 he does not recognize All believers, despite their economic status, are a part of the Christian community and 

Christ’s work in the world. 

11:30 Because of this, many are weak Represents God’s judgment for their failure to recognize all believers as the body 

of Christ. Disobedience in the ancient world was often linked to disease and death (see Acts 5:1–11). [Ananias&Sephira] 

11:32 we will not be condemned Refers to the final judgment at His second coming (see 1 Cor 11:26; Rom 2:5 and note). 

11:33 wait for one another See note on 1 Cor 11:18. 

11:34 If anyone is hungry In the first century, food shortages were common disasters. The crisis that Paul mentions in 

7:26 may have been a food shortage.5 

 

 

 
4 Seal, D. (2012, 2016). Ekklēsia. In Faithlife Study Bible. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
5 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012, 2016). Faithlife Study Bible (1 Co 11:17–34). 

Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
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1 Corinthians 11:19 
19For there must also be factions among you, that those who are approved 
may be recognized among you.  

 

Deuteronomy 13:3 
3you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of 
dreams, for the LORD your God is testing you to know whether you love 

the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.  

 

1 Corinthians 11:25 
25In the same manner 
He also took the cup 

after supper, saying, 

“This cup is the new 

covenant in My blood. 
This do, as often as you 

drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Exodus 24:6–8 
6And Moses took half 
the blood and put it in 

basins, and half the 

blood he sprinkled on 

the altar. 7Then he took 
the Book of the 

Covenant and read in 
the hearing of the 

people. And they said, 

“All that the LORD has 

said we will do, and be 

obedient.” 8And Moses 
took the blood, 

sprinkled it on the 

people, and said, “This 

is the blood of the 

covenant which the 
LORD has made with 

you according to all 

these words.” 

 

Exodus 24:8 
8And Moses took the 
blood, sprinkled it on 

the people, and said, 

“This is the blood of the 

covenant which the 
LORD has made with 

you according to all 

these words.” 

 

Jeremiah 31:31 
31“Behold, the days are 
coming, says the LORD, 

when I will make a new 

covenant with the house 

of Israel and with the 
house of Judah— 

 

Jeremiah 32:40 
40And I will make an 
everlasting covenant 

with them, that I will 

not turn away from 

doing them good; but I 
will put My fear in their 

hearts so that they will 

not depart from Me.  

 

Zechariah 9:11 
11“As for you 
also,Because of the 

blood of your 

covenant,I will set your 

prisoners free from the 
waterless pit.6 

 

11:17 The desecration of the Lord’s Supper brought censure from Paul. Its neglect or abuse became a self-induced 

judgment in the form of physical sickness and even death (v. 30). God’s own chastening is also a prospect when such 

carelessness prevails. This serious problem was caused by their failure to understand the meaning of the Lord’s Supper and 

to observe it in an undivisive, unselfish way. The church was made up largely of the poorer class, including slaves (1:26-

28; 7:21); and apparently, the wealthier members, unwilling to share their food, took the supper ahead of others and 

shamed those who had nothing (vv. 21, 22). After clarifying the problem (vv. 17-22), Paul corrects it (vv. 23-34). He 

reminds them of the solemn meaning behind the Supper (vv. 23-26); he responds to the divine displeasure among them for 

their guilty manners (vv. 27-32); and he recommends a proper course of action (vv. 33, 34). 

11:18 Paul finds it hard to believe that such grievous divisions could exist, but he sees a divine purpose at work in them, 

revealing who is schismatic and who is true in spirit. See Deut. 13:3; 1 John 2:19. 

 

WORD WEALTH 

11:19 recognized, phaneros (fan-er-oss); Strong’s #5318: Compare “phantom,” “phenomenon,” 

“phantasm,” “fantasy.” Conspicuous, apparent, manifest, visible, evident, plain, clear, open to sight. The 

very nature of the word suggests a visibility that gives the observer an ability to define immediately what is 

seen. Here Paul stated that the only good that can come out of false brethren is the evident goodness of the 

true brethren. In Matt. 6:4, 6, and 18, Jesus assures us that the Father observing us in secret, rewards us 

openly (phaneros). 

 

11:20 See section 3 of Truth-In-Action at the end of 1 Cor. 

 

KINGDOM DYNAMICS 
11:23 Faith At the Lord’s Table, FAITH’S CONFESSION. Just as the act of water baptism outwardly declares or 

confesses an inward experience of salvation through the blood of the Lord Jesus, each observance of the Lord’s Table 

is a powerful occasion for faith’s confession.  In the ordinance, the Christian confesses before all heaven that he not 

only has believed, but that he has not forgotten.  “In remembrance” involves more than just memory; the word suggests 

an “active calling to mind” (Wycliffe).  

 The word “for” introduces the reason the Supper is continually repeated.  It is an acted sermon, for it “proclaims” the 

Lord’s death.  The outward act of faith, as the bread and cup taken, is explicitly said to be an ongoing, active 

confession—literally “you are proclaiming” (v. 26).  Each occasion of partaking is an opportunity to say, proclaim, or 

confess again:  “I herewith lay hold of all the benefits of Jesus Christ’s full redemption for my life—forgiveness, 

wholeness, strength, health, sufficiency.”  The Lord’s Supper is not to be simply a ritual remembrance, but an active 

 
6 Jones, D. A. (2009). Old Testament Quotations and Allusions in the New Testament (Ex 24:6–1 Co 11:25). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 
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confession, by which you actively will to call to memory and appropriate today all that Jesus has provided and 

promised through His Cross. 

 

11:24 Broken for you refers to both Jesus’ substitutionary role as Savior as well as the One who bore our pain and 

sicknesses (Is. 53:4-6). In remembrance of Me is a summons to keep the purpose and victory of His Cross in focus. It is 

not a requirement to morbidly reenact Calvary but to celebrate sensitively Christ’s triumph there. 

11:25 The new covenant, sealed by the blood of Jesus, was prophesied in Jer. 31:31-34. That covenant was new in its 

nature and in its content, securing the forgiveness of sins and writing the law of God in the hearts of believers. The old 

ritualistic system is replaced by the gospel of Christ, which He established by His death (see Heb. 8:7-13). 

11:27 The context describes an unworthy manner as a divisive attitude that desecrates the meaning of the Lord’s Supper. 

It does not refer to a person’s examining his or her daily walk with Jesus so as to determine worthiness to partake of 

Communion. To partake in a “worthy” manner is to attribute the full worth of Christ’s redeeming work to this action—to 

partake with faith in His full forgiveness, full acceptance, and full power to restore, strengthen, and heal. 

11:29 The Lord’s body refers either to the physical body of Jesus (see v. 27) or to the corporate body of Christ, the church. 

11:30 Some Corinthians, in failing to partake of the power potential in judicious celebration of the Lord’s Table, or who 

had abused its meaning, were under affliction, or had suffered a premature death. 

11:31 Careful self-examination will help us to avoid God’s chastisement, and sensitive participation may prevent illness or 

premature death (see Ps. 81; 1 John 1:9). Note: This passage warns against meaningless participation in the Eucharist, but it 

does not present God as vindictively monitoring the participant. The message is, “Remember, Jesus has borne your 

judgment!” Thus, “Come with humility, confession, and worship, and be strengthened in Him.”7 

 
 11:25  THE NEW COVENANT 

Even a casual reader of the Bible soon discovers that it is divided into two major sections, the Old Testament and 
the New Testament. But how many readers realize that “testament” is just another word for “covenant”? Thus the 
New Testament describes the new covenant (1 Cor. 11:25), or agreement, that God has made with humanity, based 
on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

In the Bible, a covenant involves much more than a contract or simple agreement. A contract has an end date, but a 
covenant is a permanent arrangement. Furthermore, a contract generally involves only one aspect of a person, such as a 
skill, while a covenant covers a person’s total being. 

God entered into numerous covenants with people in the Old Testament. For example: with Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:15); 
with Noah (8:21–22; 2 Pet. 3:7, 15); with Abraham (Gen. 12:1–3); with Israel (Deut. 29:1–30:20); and with David (2 Sam. 
7:12–16; 22:51). 

The agreement with Israel was especially significant, because it established a special relationship between God and 
the Hebrews. They were made His “chosen people” through whom He would bring blessing and hope to the rest of the 
world. However, because the recipients of God’s Law could not keep it perfectly, further provision was necessary for them 
as well as for the rest of humanity. 

That’s why God promised a new covenant through the prophet Jeremiah (see “Written on Their Hearts” at Jer. 31:31–
34). Under the new covenant, God would write His Law on human hearts. This suggested a new level of obedience and a 
new knowledge of the Lord. 

The work of Jesus Christ brought the promised new covenant into being. When Jesus ate His final Passover meal with 
the Twelve, He spoke of the cup as “the new covenant in My blood” (Luke 22:20), the words that Paul quoted to the 
Corinthians to remind them of the need for purity and propriety in their worship (1 Cor. 11:25–34). 

The new covenant in Jesus’ blood rests directly on the sacrificial work of Christ on the Cross (which was prefigured by 
Israel’s system of sacrifices) and accomplishes the removal of sin and the cleansing of the conscience by faith in Him (Heb. 
10:2, 22). So every time Christians celebrate the Lord’s Supper, they remind themselves that God has fulfilled His 
promise: “I will be their God, and they shall be My people … I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins 
and their lawless deeds I will remember no more” (Heb. 8:10, 12; compare Jer. 31:33–34). ♦ 

 

One of the striking features of God’s covenant with Israel is that God is holy, all-knowing, 

and all-powerful, yet He consented to enter into a covenant with Abraham and his 

descendants—weak, sinful, and imperfect as they were. See “Israel” at Rom. 10:1. To gain 

further insight into Christ’s work of rescuing us from sin, see “Salvation—Past, Present, 

 
7 Hayford, J. W. (Ed.). (1997). Spirit filled life study Bible (electronic ed., 1 Co 11:5–31). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 
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and Future” at Rom. 5:6–11, and “A Month-Long Journey with Jesus” in the front matter. 

8 

 

 
8 Word in life study Bible. (1996). (electronic ed., 1 Co 11:25). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 
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