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Week 5 10.08.2019 

 

Welcome 

Worship w/Prayer Board 

 

Annc 

 

Homework: Chapter 3 Cross References 

 

Timeline: 
We do not have access to the full story nor the full correspondence, so we study looking for clues and 

connections to fill in what is not said nor provided. 

 

  FIRST VISIT IS IN ACTS 18 

 

Power Point:  Slide #1 

 

i. The ‘Previous Letter’, which may be contained in 2 Corinthians 6:14 – 7::1 (N.B. 6:13 
runs very smoothly into 7:2). 

ii. ‘Chloe’s people’ (1 Cor. 1:11_ bring Paul at Ephesus news of divisions at Corinth. 
iii. 1 Corinthians chapters 1-4 were written in reply and Timothy is about to take it to 

Corinth (1 Cor. 4:17). 
iv. Three men (Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus:  1 Cor. 16:17) arrive with more 

news and a letter from Corinth:  Paul immediately writes chapters 5 and 6 and pens 
chapters 7-16 in reply to this letter.  Timothy then takes the whole of 1 Corinthians 
to Corinth. 

v. The situation gets worse and Paul makes a disastrous visit to Corinth after which 
things get even more painful for Paul (cf. 2 Cor. 2:1). 

vi. He then sends the ‘Severe Letter’ (2 Cor. 10-13) by the hands of Titus (2 Cor. 2:13; 
7:13). 

vii. Paul is so worried that he cannot wait for Titus to return; he sets out to meet him in 
Macedonia (2 Cor. 7:5-13), and then writes 2 Corinthians 1-9, the ‘Letter of 
Reconciliation’. 

(“Message of 1 Corinthians”, David Prior, pg. 18. The Bible Speaks Today, IVP 1985) 
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1 Corinthians 3 ESV 
Divisions in the Church   (The Problem with Immaturity)  
3 But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in 

Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it.  
Hebrews 5:13 

Now everyone who lives on milk is inexperienced with the message about righteousness,  because he  is an infant  

1 Peter 2:2 

Like newborn infants,  desire the pure spiritual milk,  so that  you may grow by it  for your salvation,  

 

And even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife 

among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way?  
James 3:16 For where envy and selfish ambition exist,  there is disorder and every kind of evil.  
 

4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 

(The Role of God’s Servants) 
5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to 

each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who 

waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are one, and 

each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9 For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's 

field, God's building. 
 

Concept #1:  Judgment Seat of Christ 
10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, 

and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay 

a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the 

foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one's work will become manifest, 

for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each 

one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If 

anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 
 

Concept #2:  You are a Temple of the Holy Spirit 
16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys 

God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

 
(The Folly of Human Wisdom) 
18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool 

that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He catches 

the wise in their craftiness,”20 and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are 

futile.” 21 So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or 

the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours,23 and you are Christ's, and Christ is 

God's. 
Job 5:13 He catches the wise in their  own craftiness,  and the schemes of the wily are brought to a quick end.  
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Paul and Apollos, Servants of Christ  NLT 

3 Dear brothers and sisters,[a] when I was with you I couldn’t talk to you as I would to spiritual people.[b] I had to talk as 

though you belonged to this world or as though you were infants in Christ. 2 I had to feed you with milk, not with solid 

food, because you weren’t ready for anything stronger. And you still aren’t ready, 3 for you are still controlled by your sinful 

nature. You are jealous of one another and quarrel with each other. Doesn’t that prove you are controlled by your sinful 

nature? Aren’t you living like people of the world? 4 When one of you says, “I am a follower of Paul,” and another says, “I 

follow Apollos,” aren’t you acting just like people of the world? 
5 After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? We are only God’s servants through whom you believed the Good News. Each of us 

did the work the Lord gave us. 6 I planted the seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God who made it 

grow. 7 It’s not important who does the planting, or who does the watering. What’s important is that God makes the seed 

grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters work together with the same purpose. And both will be rewarded for 

their own hard work. 9 For we are both God’s workers. And you are God’s field. You are God’s building. 
10 Because of God’s grace to me, I have laid the foundation like an expert builder. Now others are building on it. But 

whoever is building on this foundation must be very careful. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we 

already have—Jesus Christ. 
12 Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. 13 But on 

the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any 

value. 14 If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward. 15 But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great 

loss. The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping through a wall of flames. 
16 Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in[c] you? 17 God will 

destroy anyone who destroys this temple. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 
18 Stop deceiving yourselves. If you think you are wise by this world’s standards, you need to become a fool to be truly 

wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness to God. As the Scriptures say, 

“He traps the wise in the snare of their own cleverness.”[d] 
20 And again,  “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise;  he knows they are worthless.”[e] 
21 So don’t boast about following a particular human leader. For everything belongs to you— 22 whether Paul or Apollos or 

Peter,[f] or the world, or life and death, or the present and the future. Everything belongs to you, 23 and you belong to Christ, 

and Christ belongs to God. 

 

 

S/G  BREAK INTO SMALL GROUPS AND ANSWER:  WHAT IS THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST?  After they work 

on their group definitions, do Power Point of what it is. 

 

 

 

Concept #1:  The Judgment Seat of Christ.    [HAND OUT WITH THIS CONCEPT] 

 
Vs. 10-15 
Judgment Seat of Christ 
2 Corinthians 5:10  
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for 

what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 
10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building on 

it. But each one should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already 

laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, 

hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be 

revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person's work. 14 If what has been built 
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survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be 

saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames. 

Romans 14:10-12 
10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all 

stand before the judgment seat of God; 11 for it is written, 

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

    and every tongue shall confess to God.” 
12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

 

 
 

 
 

The Judgment  Seat

The Bēma Seat

The altar part or sanctuary in ancient and Orthodox churches.

The podium or platform in a synagogue 

from which the Torah and Prophets are read.

The platform from which orators spoke in ancient Athens

Historical Origins

The Roman Empire operated with a communal 
judgment seat.

Lexham Bible Dictionary states:

“The judgment seat was the location from which municipal 
authorities welcomed visitors into cities, extended favor to 
righteous citizens making pleas for justice, and assessed 
punishments on social deviants.”
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Biblical Relevance

New Testament occurrences of this concept:

Acts 12:21; 18:12, 16–17: The judgment seat of Roman judges.

Acts 25:6, 10, 17: Historical tribunals

Matt 27:11&John 18:28–33:  The seat of Pilate during Jesus’ trial. 

Romans 14:10:                          End times judgment governed by God.

2 Corinthians 5:10:                   End times judgment governed by Christ. 

Lexham Bible Dictionary 

The Two Verses that  state this concept  are:

2 Corinthians 5:10 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each 
one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether 
good or evil.

Romans 14:10-12

Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 
God; 11 for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to 
me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” 12 So then each of us will 
give an account of himself to God.

What does the scriptural text  tell us?

Referring to believers, not unbelievers.

At salvation, all our sins are forgiven so this cannot be an accounting of
our sinfulness.  

1 John 2:2 ”He is the propitiation (sacrifice that atones) for our sins, 
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.”

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

Romans 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus.”
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What does the scriptural text  tell us?

Ephesians 6:8 

Because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever 
good he does, whether he is slave or free.

Colossians 3:24

Since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a 
reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

[See “Reward” handout for further study.]

So what is being Judged?
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What Might  Be Judged

Great Commission:  Matthew 28:18–20

Controlling our Tongues:  James 3:1–9

How well we love one another:  John 13:34; 15:9, 12

What would you add?

What Will Be Judged

Although He was a son, He learned obedience through what He 
suffered. Hebrews 5:8

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient 
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which 
leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?  
Romans 6:16  

Being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is 
complete.  2 Corinthians 10:6 

The Concept  of Crowns
For faithfully serving Jesus Christ

2 Timothy 2:1-7 

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus, and what you have heard from me in the presence of many 
witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others 
also. Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets 
entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted 
him. An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. It 
is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the 
crops. Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in 
everything.

(See also 1 Corinthians 9:4–27)
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2 Tim 2:15  

. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved [approved after being tested],[c] a 

worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 
 

Concept #2:  You are a Temple of the Holy Spirit 

 

S/G Vs. 16 & 17 
16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys 

God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple. 
 Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in[c] you? 17 God will destroy 

anyone who destroys this temple. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

 

What does this mean?  What are the everyday implications of that meaning? 

The Concept  of Crowns
For faithfully serving Jesus Christ

Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me 
but also to all who have loved his appearing. 2 Timothy 4:8

And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown 
of glory. 1 Peter 5:4

Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw 
some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will 
have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. 
Revelation 2:10

[See J. McDowell Article handout for further study.]

The Concept  of Crowns
For faithfully serving Jesus Christ

Blessed is the man 

who remains steadfast under trial, 

for when he has stood the test 

he will receive the crown of life,

which God has promised to those who love him.  

James 1:12

The Judgment  Seat  of Christ

And that you, O Lord, are loving. 

Surely you will reward each person 

according to what he has done.

Psalm 62:12
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If you kill someone,  God will get you? 

You cannot be a soldier? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES: 
 

CHAPTER 2 

What Will Happen to Believers during the Judgment? 

We now turn to consider three events in which the believers will participate after Christ comes to take them 
to be with himself and while judgment is being poured out upon the earth. 

The judgment seat of Christ is one subject about which there is much confusion among believers. Most 

believers know that there is such a thing as the judgment seat of Christ and picture it as some dreadful scene at 

which all of the sins that they have successfully hidden during life will be revealed. Others view it as a time when 

unconfessed sins done in life are paid for and punishment meted out. Two passages of Scripture are particularly 

pertinent for our study. 

For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall give praise to 

God.” So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God. (Romans 14:11–12) 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that every one may be recompensed for his deeds in 

the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. (2 Corinthians 5:10) 

http://www.realchurch.org/wednesdaynight/


Living Scripture  

 Week 5 – 1 Corinthians 3  
 http://www.realchurch.org/wednesdaynight/ 
 

10 

 

THE TIME OF THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST 

It is apparent that the judgment seat of Christ must take place after the time that believers are taken to be 

with Christ because reward follows resurrection. This principle is made clear in Luke 14:14 when Jesus in conflict 

with the Pharisees encouraged his host to invite the poor, maimed, lame, and blind to his feast. These poor people 

could not in any way remunerate the host for his expense. Jesus said, “You will be repaid at the resurrection of the 

righteous.” In other words, there is coming a time when all righteous deeds must be recompensed. This time of 

reward would take place when the just (righteous) are resurrected. That time of reward is the judgment seat of 

Christ. 

When we use the word judgment it is generally in a punitive context in which someone who has done something 

wrong is called to account for his wrong deeds. However, such is not the case at the judgment seat of Christ. Its 

purpose is not punitive, that is, to punish believers for any sins that they have not previously taken care of. In the 

Romans 5 and 2 Corinthians 5 passages when Paul uses the terms we, us, every one, etc., he is referring to believers. 

At the judgment seat of Christ there will be only believers present. Unbelievers will appear at the great white throne 

judgment, which will occur one thousand years later. The subjects of the judgment seat of Christ, then, are only 

those who have believed in Jesus Christ as their own personal Savior. This is a time when they will appear before 

their Savior “that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether 

good or bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10). But more of this later. 

THE JUDGE OF THE JUDGMENT—JESUS CHRIST 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ....For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of 

God. (2 Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:10) 

From these portions of these two verses it is obvious that this judgment will take place before Jesus, the Son of 

God, into whose hands God the Father has committed this judgment. His presiding at this judgment is a part of his 

exaltation and to him has been committed the right to manifest divine authority in judgment. The fact that the judge 

is none other than Jesus Christ assures that the judgment will be objective, thorough, and completely righteous. It is 

Jesus Christ who will render judgment upon those for whom he has died and belong to him. 

There are four bases—two negative and two positive—upon which judgment will be rendered at the judgment 

seat of Christ. The negative bases of the judgment are: (1) It is not to determine salvation because only believers 

will be there. Since only believers are there, the basis of this judgment cannot be to determine the salvation of the 

subjects. That was already determined while the subjects were still living upon earth and received Jesus Christ as 

their Savior from sin. (2) It is not a judgment or punishment of sin or sins because believers’ sins have already 

been judged. The most common misconception concerning the judgment seat of Christ is that it will be a judgment 

at which believers will be called into account for sins committed after they were saved, especially for any sins that 

they failed to confess, whether willfully or out of ignorance. This cannot be the case because Christ’s payment for 

sins was once for all and complete. It must be remembered that every believer’s sin was future with reference to the 

time when Christ died. The penalty for every believer’s sin past, present, and future was completely paid for by the 

once-for-all sacrifice of Christ. That means that there is no sin for which the believer must pay anything. Jesus paid 

it ALL! The judgment seat of Christ will not be an investigation at which believers’ “dirty linen” is discovered and 

laid out to open view. 

The positive bases for the judgment seat of Christ are: (1) It is to reveal the essential righteous character 

of the believers. Rather than to display the secret sins of believers, the judgment seat of Christ will display 

their righteousness and demonstrate that they rightly belong in heaven to be with Jesus forever. 

(2) It is for the purpose of receiving rewards for Christian stewardship. This is Paul’s emphasis as he said: 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in 

the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. (2 Corinthians 5:10) 

The emphasis that is usually drawn from this verse is that the believer will stand before the judgment seat of 

Christ in great fear as all of his shortcomings and failures in life are rehearsed before everyone in heaven. Then there 

will be tears of regret as the believer weeps for his failure to share the gospel or do some good work. The judgment 

seat of Christ, however, is not punitive. Some will receive more rewards than others but there will be no jealousy or 

envy or regrets over rewards not received. Just to be in heaven forever with Jesus will in itself be reward enough! 

THE PURPOSES OF THE JUDGMENT 

There are two purposes for the judgment seat of Christ—one for the present and one for the future. Paul 

reveals to us the purpose of the judgment seat of Christ for the present: 

Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men. (2 Corinthians 5:11) 
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The “fear of the Lord” is not something that is fearful or dreadful. It is the “awe” or “awesomeness” of the 

Lord. It is a reference to his majesty and omnipotence. Since Jesus Christ is the Judge at the judgment of believers, 

the only sensible thing for them to do in the present is to seek to persuade all mankind to receive him as their 

personal Savior. The purpose of the judgment seat of Christ for the present, then, is to motivate us to be faithful in 

our witness for him. 

The purposes of the judgment seat of Christ are twofold. The first purpose is to examine the character and 

motivations of believers’ works. Paul states: 

Each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the 

fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. If any man’s work which he has built upon it remains, he 

shall receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved; yet so 

as through fire. (1 Corinthians 3:13–15) 

In the immediately preceding verses, Paul points out that there are two categories of material that the 

believer can use to build upon the foundation “which is laid, which is Jesus Christ:” (cf. 1 Corinthians 3:11). 

They are perishable materials—“wood, hay, straw”—and imperishable materials—“gold, silver, precious 

stones.” The judgment seat of Christ will determine “of what sort” the believer’s works were. It is possible for 

one to give himself to “hay works,” which may seem impressive to some people in this life, but at the judgment seat 

of Christ they will all disappear. Another may give himself to small “gold nugget” works, which may not be at all 

impressive to man but will endure for all eternity and bring God’s eternal reward. 

The second purpose of the judgment seat of Christ is to render one of two decisions: (1) the loss of 

rewards or (2) to give rewards. Paul describes the loss of rewards as he writes: 

But I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I myself should be 

disqualified. (1 Corinthians 9:27) 

In this statement Paul is not expressing fear that he might lose his salvation. Rather, he is expressing the 

possibility of standing before the judgment seat of Christ and being “disapproved.” In the whole context of Paul’s 

statement he is talking about receiving rewards and he does not want to come before the Judge and be disapproved 

for receiving a reward. 

There are five rewards or crowns that will be given to believers at the judgment seat of Christ. They are 

(1) an incorruptible crown (1 Corinthians 9:25), which will be given to those who mastered their fleshly 

desires, (2) a crown of rejoicing (1 Thessalonians 2:10) for those who were soul winners, (3) a crown of life 

(James 1:12) for those who endured trials, (4) a crown of righteousness (2 Timothy 4:8) for those who loved 

his appearing, and (5) a crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4) for those who were willing to feed the flock of God. These 

crowns (or, diadems, from diadema) are rewards associated with honor and dignity and are bestowed upon 

the victors who overcame the world, the flesh, and the devil. These crowns are not for the eternal glory of the 

recipient but for the glory of God who gave them. In all likelihood those who receive the crowns, like the 

twenty-four elders (Revelation 4:4), will throw their crowns at Jesus’ feet in an act of worship and adoration. 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; that He might 

sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the 

church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. 

(Ephesians 5:25–27) 

Having demonstrated the righteousness of the believers and given them rewards for faithfulness, believers (the 

church) will be presented by God the Father as a gift to the Son to be his bride for all eternity. Then the holy, 

spotless bride will be presented to the Groom who has so recently presided as her Judge. Then comes the next 

momentous event, believers will participate in the marriage of the lamb. 

And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude and as the sound of many waters and as the sound mighty 

peals of thunder, saying, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad 

and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready.” And it 

was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the 

saints. And he said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’ ” 

(Revelation 19:6–9a; see also Matthew 25:1–13; 22:1–14; Luke 12:35–41) 

It is necessary to distinguish between two events: (1) the marriage of the Lamb and (2) the marriage supper of 

the Lamb. The marriage of the Lamb is an event that takes place in heaven following the judgment seat of Christ in 

which the body of believers (the church) is eternally united to Christ. The marriage supper of the Lamb takes place 

on earth when Christ returns with his bride to set up his kingdom. The marriage supper of the Lamb is a parabolic 

symbol of the entire millennial age to which Israel will be invited during the tribulation period. Most of Israel will 
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reject the invitation so they will be cast out. Many, however, will accept the invitation and will be received into the 

kingdom to participate in the marriage supper of the Lamb. Because of Israel’s rejection of the invitation, the 

invitation will likewise go out to the Gentiles of the tribulation period. The Gentiles who accept the invitation will 

be included in the millennial kingdom and will participate in the marriage supper of the Lamb. Let us now consider 

the marriage of the Lamb. 

THE TIME OF THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB 

From the passage quoted above (particularly Revelation 19:7) it is apparent that the marriage of the Lamb 

takes place between the time that the believers are taken to be with Jesus (the Rapture) and the time that he returns 

to the earth with his believers (the church) to set up his kingdom. It occurs in heaven during the period of judgment 

that will be poured out upon the earth. In our present study we have seen that the marriage of the Lamb is preceded 

by the judgment seat of Christ (Revelation 19:8) and the presentation of the believers to Christ as his pure and holy 

bride. It occurs before Christ returns to earth to set up his kingdom (the second advent). 

THE PLACE OF THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB 

And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white 

horses. (Revelation 19:14) 

The marriage of the Lamb must take place in heaven because it follows the judgment seat of Christ. It is from 

heaven (the air) that Christ comes with his believers (the church) when he returns to earth to set up his kingdom. No 

other place would be fit for a heavenly people (see Philippians 3:20).1 

 
JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST (βῆμα τοῦ χριστοῦ, bēma tou christou). The seat for eschatological judgment, 

building on the concept of the judgment seat of Roman judges or tribunals. A specific phrase that appears only once 

in the New Testament (2 Cor 5:10). 

Historical Origins 

Citizens and subjects of the Roman Empire would have been familiar with the concept of a “judgment seat” in the 

first century. The judgment seat was the location from which municipal authorities welcomed visitors into cities, 

extended favor to righteous citizens making pleas for justice, and assessed punishments on social deviants (Myers, 

“Honor,” 22). 

Biblical Relevance 

The New Testament writers directly reference the concept of a judgment seat nine times. In Acts, the term refers to 

the historical judgment seat of Roman judges (Acts 12:21; 18:12, 16–17) or tribunals (Acts 25:6, 10, 17). In the 

Gospels, the term describes the seat of Pilate during the trial of Jesus (Matt 27:11; John 18:28–33). Perhaps the more 

important passages for understanding the judgment seat of Christ include the two references to an eschatological 

court scene, one governed by God (Rom 14:10), the other by Christ (2 Cor 5:10). 

Interpretation 

The “judgment seat of Christ” in 2 Cor 5 is traditionally interpreted as the judgment of those righteous in Christ 

(Guille, Judgment Seat, 8–9; Myers, “Honor,” 37–38; Sale-Harrison, Judgment Seat, 4–10; Harris, “2 Corinthians,” 

349). It is neither the judgment of the nations (Matt 25:31–46) nor the great white throne (Rev 20:11–15). Rather 

than being viewed as a judicial bench, the judgment seat of Christ should be viewed as the “reward seat.” Such was 

customary in the Grecian games in Athens, in which those presiding over the games sat atop this “judgment seat”—

not in a judicial fashion, but rather to evaluate an athlete’s performance and assess a proper reward (Sale-Harrison, 

Judgment Seat, 7–9). 

The concept of a “reward seat” is not limited to the “judgment seat of Christ,” as it also applies to the “judgment 

seat of God” in Romans (Rom 14:10 ESV). In both of these contexts, Paul is addressing fellow believers and 

encouraging them regarding the honor they will receive from the messianic and/or divine judge sitting upon the 

judgment seat (Myers, “Honor,” 34). 

In both contexts, Paul also encourages believers not to judge one another, for only God or Christ is to judge. 

The reward given is implicitly reliant on one’s actions in life, whether good or bad. In Romans, Paul writes that 

believers should give a full account of their lives to God, who will in turn evaluate each believer’s life to determine 

what reward shall be given (Rom 14:12). In 2 Corinthians, each believer will be rewarded based on “deeds in the 

body” (i.e., actions taken while alive, whether good or bad). Good deeds will receive a greater reward, and bad 

deeds will lessen the reward. Yet the judgment seat remains only for believers in Christ who have already been 

 
1 McDowell, J. (1997). Josh McDowell’s handbook on apologetics (electronic ed.). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 
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justified and found worthy to stand before a judge, having their lives inspected to determine their rewards (Sale-

Harrison, Judgment Seat, 9–10). 
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What is the Judgment Seat of Christ / Bema Seat of Christ? 

Romans 14:10–12 says, “For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat … so then, each of us will give an account 

of himself to God.” Second Corinthians 5:10 tells us, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that 

each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.” In the context, it 

is clear that both scriptures are referring to Christians, not unbelievers. The judgment seat of Christ, therefore, 

involves believers giving an account of their lives to Christ. The judgment seat of Christ does not determine salvation; 

that was determined by Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf (1 John 2:2) and our faith in Him (John 3:16). All of our 

sins are forgiven, and we will never be condemned for them (Romans 8:1). We should not look at the judgment 

seat of Christ as God judging our sins, but rather as God rewarding us for our lives. Yes, as the Bible says, we will 

have to give an account of ourselves. Part of this is surely answering for the sins we committed. However, that is not 

going to be the primary focus of the judgment seat of Christ. 

At the judgment seat of Christ, believers are rewarded based on how faithfully they served Christ (1 Corinthians 9:4–

27; 2 Timothy 2:5). Some of the things we might be judged on are how well we obeyed the Great Commission 

(Matthew 28:18–20), how victorious we were over sin (Romans 6:1–4), and how well we controlled our tongues 

(James 3:1–9). The Bible speaks of believers receiving crowns for different things based on how faithfully they served 

Christ (1 Corinthians 9:4–27; 2 Timothy 2:5). The various crowns are described in 2 Timothy 2:5, 2 Timothy 4:8, 

James 1:12, 1 Peter 5:4, and Revelation 2:10. James 1:12 is a good summary of how we should think about the 

judgment seat of Christ: “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will 

receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.”3 

 

3:2, 3 The Corinthians thought of themselves as spiritual. They were preoccupied with attaining wisdom and in 

wisdom’s name had aligned themselves with their favorite leader. Their divisiveness revealed human pride at the 

root of their desire. According to Paul, true spirituality does not lead to an elitist attitude but rather to a 

deeper understanding of the profound mystery of God—Christ crucified (1 Cor. 3:2). 

 

COMPETITION: WHEN SISTERS FIGHT 

Competition in the sense of a common struggle for the same objective can be a healthy thing. It can inspire 

us to study harder and run faster. To be challenged and pushed to reach a goal is not wrong in itself. 

However, when sin starts to edge its way into the competition, the goal of personal achievement is distorted 

into an obsession to “show up” someone else. Such competition can move our eyes from focus on the 

intended goal and instead make us dwell upon comparing ourselves to another. This makes competition 

wrong (2 Cor. 10:12). 

Competition has become so commonplace in our culture that we assume it is acceptable to God in any 

form. Scripture does not support that position. The ideal advocated in the Bible is cooperation, agreement, 

and unity among believers. Several metaphors are used to describe such cooperation among believers: we 

are a “building” with parts jointly fitted together, a “body of Christ,” a “chosen generation,” and a “royal 

priesthood” (1 Cor. 12:27; Eph. 2:20–22; 1 Pet. 2:9). The bestowal of the Holy Spirit upon the early church 

came as those gathered reached “one accord in one place” (Acts 2:1). The apostle Paul spoke on numerous 

occasions of the need for unity of spirit (Eph. 4:3). 

When Jesus came to visit, Mary and Martha started using their gifts of service. Mary sat at Jesus’ feet, 

loving and being loved by Him. Martha, a practical “doer,” started preparing food and a place to rest. 

However, Martha looked away from her goal of serving Christ and began to evaluate Mary’s performance. 

Both women were serving in meaningful ways. The problem came when Martha overlooked the fact that 

they were both on the same team and began to sit in judgment of her sister (Luke 10:41, 42). 

 
2 Garrett, J. K. (2016). Judgment Seat of Christ. In J. D. Barry, D. Bomar, D. R. Brown, R. Klippenstein, D. Mangum, C. Sinclair Wolcott, … W. 
Widder (Eds.), The Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
3 Got Questions Ministries. (2002–2013). Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 
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The gifts of the Spirit are to work in harmony with one another as the Holy Spirit directs, so that the 

entire body of believers is built up (1 Cor. 12:7, 11, 12). We are responsible for one another’s welfare; we 

are to pray for one another; we are called to be one-minded and to live in peace (2 Cor. 13:11). Indeed, 

when arguments arise, we are to give “preference” to one another—or to defer for the sake of achieving 

harmony (Rom. 12:10). 

See also notes on Conflict (Song 5; Matt. 18); Forgiveness (Ps. 51; Luke 17); Friendship (Luke 1); 

Fruit of the Spirit (Col. 3); portraits of Euodia and Syntyche (Phil. 4); Martha (John 11); Mary of Bethany 

(John 11) 

 

3:10–15 The judgment seat of Christ (Gk. bema) is not the place for assigning eternal destiny but rather for 

determining rewards for believers (see Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10; chart, Judgments in the New Testament). This 

judgment is marked by these characteristics: 

  Only those whose foundation is laid in Jesus Christ will appear (1 Cor. 3:11); 

  Every believer has a choice to build with the valuable andlasting or with the worthless and fleeting (vv. 12, 13); 

  These works will be judged by the discerning gaze of Christ Himself (v. 13; see Rev. 1:14; 2:18); 

  Rewards will be given for those works of permanent value (1 Cor. 3:14); 

  Worthless and insincere works will be destroyed, but the believer will be saved, even without reward (v. 15). 

3:16, 17 Paul described the Corinthians as God’s temple (Gk. naos), referring to the innermost dwelling place 

of God, the Most Holy Place, in contrast to the entire temple complex (Gk. hiera). Because of the indwelling Holy 

Spirit, the Corinthians were God’s Most Holy Place. The words “defile” and “destroy” are the same in the Greek 

text, meaning “spoil” or “ruin” instead of “annihilate.” The idea then is that when an individual spoils God’s temple, 

God will then spoil him. Paul pointed out that God had only one temple in Corinth, and the Corinthians were that 

temple.4 

 

3:1–4:21 God’s Wisdom Applied to Apollos, Paul, and the Corinthians. Paul now shows the Corinthians how God’s 

choice to work through weakness for his own glory applies to their divided church. Just as Paul and Apollos work 

together for the advancement of the gospel, so the Corinthians should stop boasting about their favorite Christian 

leader and build a united church. 

3:1–3 of the flesh. The first instance of this phrase (v. 1) represents a Greek word (sarkinos) that means “characterized 

by the flesh” (cf. Rom. 7:14). The second instance (1 Cor. 3:3) represents a slightly different word (sarkikos) that 

means “made of flesh, fleshly” (cf. 2 Cor. 1:17; 10:4). Paul uses both terms here in the same way to express his 

disappointment in the Corinthians’ behavior. “Flesh” takes different meanings in Scripture, but in Paul’s letters it often 

refers to “unredeemed human nature” with all of its desires and characteristic behavior. Although the Corinthians are 

Christians indwelt by the Spirit, their divisive behavior shows that they are acting like the unbelieving world around 

them. 

3:2 not ready. Paul thinks it is unhelpful and dangerous to give advanced teaching to Christians who were morally 

and spiritually immature and proud. 

3:8 wages according to his labor. See note on vv. 14–15. God’s blessing and reward in the lives of Christians varies 

according to their faithfulness to the tasks he entrusts to them. 

3:12 gold, silver, precious stones. Materials used in the construction of Solomon’s temple (1 Chron. 29:2), and here 

an image for what will survive the judgment, in contrast to wood, hay, and straw. Work that Christians do in Christlike 

faith and obedience (1 Cor. 3:10–11) will survive and be rewarded; work done in the power of the “flesh” (v. 1) or in 

disobedience to Scripture (4:6) will not. 

3:14–15 reward … loss … saved … as through fire. See also v. 8 and 4:4–5. Although those who have believed in 

Jesus have already been justified by faith (Rom. 5:1) and will not face condemnation on the final day (John 5:24; 

Rom. 8:1, 33), God will still judge their works (Rom. 14:10–12; 2 Cor. 5:10) and reward them accordingly (Matt. 6:1–

 
4 Thomas Nelson, I. (1995). The Woman’s Study Bible (1 Co 3:2–16). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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6, 16, 18; 10:41–42). Paul’s point applies not just to church leaders but to anyone who contributes in any way to 

building up the church (1 Cor. 12:7, 12–31; 14:12). 

3:16 On the temple and God’s dwelling, see note on Ex. 25:8. 

3:17 God will destroy him. The one who destroys God’s temple (in this context, the church) is not part of God’s 

people and so faces eternal destruction on the final day, just as God eventually destroyed the Babylonians who had 

destroyed Solomon’s temple. 

3:21–23 let no one boast in men. Arrogance is at the root of the divisiveness in Corinth (4:6, 18). The Corinthians 

need to learn that they ultimately belong to God, not to the leader who baptized them (1:13–17), who was himself only 

fulfilling God’s purposes (3:7, 11; 4:1). They should, therefore, boast only in God (1:29, 31). 

3:21 All things are yours means that they are given by God for the benefit of his people.5 

 

3:1–23 Paul warns the Corinthians against judging their leaders according to human wisdom instead of 

God’s wisdom. He also reminds them that it is God who feeds and grows the church, not human leaders (vv. 

4–9). Paul reminds the church that there is no room for rivalries. All leaders build on a single foundation—

Jesus Christ—to help build up God’s temple—His people (vv. 16–17). 

 

3:1 brothers The Greek word used here, adelphoi, collectively refers to both male and female believers. 

as to spiritual people Paul’s inability to address the Corinthian believers as spiritual people does not mean they do 

not have the Spirit; rather, they are conducting themselves like people who do not have the Spirit. Paul must address 

them accordingly so that they will understand and repent. 

to fleshly people The Corinthian believers are immature in their faith; Paul must address them as though they are 

still led by their own nature (choices) rather than the Spirit. Compare 2:14 and note. 

to infants Implies immaturity. The Corinthian believers demonstrated their immaturity through divisiveness and 

failure to grasp the significance of Jesus’ death on the cross. Paul asserts that such behavior is inappropriate for those 

in Christ (see note on 2:6). 

3:2 milk Probably refers to the original gospel message that the Corinthian believers accepted (2:6–16)—God’s 

salvation revealed through the crucified messiah, Jesus. 

solid food Involves the same basic content as “milk” (i.e., the gospel message), but with a more full and descriptive 

treatment (1 Cor 2:6–13). 

3:3 fleshly Emphasizes the Corinthian believers’ immoral behavior, first mentioned in 1:11. The Greek word used 

here, sarkikos, refers to what is physical or earthly in contrast to what is spiritual; here, it refers specifically to the 

Corinthians’ behavior. Paul does not fault them for being human, but he does fault them for their unethical conduct. 

As people who assume they are wise, they should have known to behave better. 

 
Spirit and Flesh in Paul’s Letters 
In Romans 6, Paul asks a rhetorical question about continuing to sin in order that grace might be multiplied. He answers this 
question with another: “How can we who died to sin still live in it?” (Rom 6:2). This raises the question of why believers still 
struggle with sin. Are some believers somehow defective? 
Jesus’ death and resurrection not only conquered death once and for all, it enabled believers to have new life as well (Rom 6:4; 
Col 3:1–3). Paul describes a twofold division between the flesh and the spirit. The flesh refers to God’s originally perfect creation, 
which is now mortal and in decay as result of sin entering the world through Adam (Rom 5:12). The spirit is the essence of who 
we are, the part of us that lives on after our physical bodies die. In 2 Corinthians 4:16, Paul contrasts the two, stating that our 

 
5 Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (pp. 2194–2195). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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outer person is being destroyed as our inner one is being renewed. Our physical bodies will continue to decay until God gives us 
a new, spiritual body (Rom 8:23; 1 Cor 15:39–42). 
When Paul talks about being raised from the dead once we have believed in Jesus (Rom 6:4), he is talking about the spirit rather 
than the flesh. Second Corinthians 5:17 states, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old things have passed 
away; behold, new things have come.” Here, the old and new refers to our spirits. 
This is where the ongoing problem of sin arises. Although someday our physical body will indeed be raised and transformed (1 
Cor 15:50–52), our new spirits must dwell in our fallen bodies (Rom 8:12–14). Previously, our spirits were in bondage to sin, but 
now our spirits have been set free from this bondage (Rom 6:17–18). Paul is not saying that the body is bad—God created it, so 
he is not opposed to it—but instead is using “flesh” as a metaphor where sin resides as we await our sinless, resurrected bodies.. 
Inner Spirit and Outer Flesh 
The problem of sin for believers stems from the struggle between the new inner spirit and our old sinful flesh (our old sinful self). 
Since our spirits are no longer slaves of sin, we must no longer obey the lusts and desires of our flesh (Rom 6:12; 8:12). Although 
sinful desires reside in the flesh, we must consider ourselves dead to sin (Rom 6:11; Col 3:5). 
The only way we can overcome sin in this way is by walking in the Spirit. Paul says that if we live by the Spirit, we will “put to 
death the deeds of the body” (Rom 8:13). Where we choose to set our mind makes the difference between life and death (Rom 
8:6). Living by the Spirit is the only way our new self can overcome the desires of the flesh (Gal 5:16). Paul contrasts the natural 
consequences of each option: the fruit of the Spirit versus the deeds of the flesh (Gal 5:19–23). 
When Paul addresses this theme in his letters, he highlights the now and “not yet” tension of the Christian life. The rebirth of our 
inner spiritual beings enables us to live for God as He intended. But since we continue to live in our earthly bodies, we continue 
to engage in the battle between flesh and spirit. The key to victory is walking in the Spirit, no longer obeying the desires of the 
flesh. If we allow our inner spirits to obey “the flesh,” we choose to allow sin to reign over us again (Rom 6:12–13). Paul offers us 
hope as we wait for the “not yet.” All of creation waits with us for the same restoration and fulfillment of God’s original intention 
(Rom 8:18–19). 

STEVEN E. RUNGE6 

 

there is jealousy and strife Two actions that harm the unity of the Church (compare 2 Cor 12:20; Gal 5:20); both 

are characteristic of sophists. 

3:4 I am with Paul See note on 1 Cor 1:12. 

3:5 Apollos See note on 1:12. 

Servants See note on Rom 1:1; compare note on 1 Tim 4:6. 

through whom you believed The Corinthian believers heard and received the gospel message from both Paul and 

Apollos (see Acts 18:11, 27–28). 

3:6 I planted Paul uses an agricultural metaphor to explain that different leaders have different roles in the growth 

of the church. Paul was responsible for founding the Corinthian church (2 Cor 10:14). Since these ministries are 

interdependent, each one is important. 

watered Refers to the instruction of the church community (Acts 18:27–28). 

God was causing it to grow Identifies God as the source of maturity in the faith. Paul directs the Corinthian believers 

to God, the source of life and unity. In doing so, he casts himself and Apollos as servants of God. 

3:8 are one Paul and Apollos share a unity of purpose in their work among the Corinthians (1 Cor 1:10). 

reward God will reward Paul and Apollos for strengthening the faith of the church community. Their reward may 

include sharing in the joy of their master or receiving praise from God (Matt 25:21; 1 Cor 4:5). 

 
6 Runge, S. E. (2012, 2016). Spirit and Flesh in Paul’s Letters. In Faithlife Study Bible. 

Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
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3:9 field Represents the people of God, among whom His servants labor (compare 2 Cor 10:13–16). The church 

community also displays the Holy Spirit’s power to give life and bring growth (1 Cor 3:16). 

God’s building Presents a unified picture of the church community. In vv. 16–17, Paul describes the Corinthian 

believers as the temple of God. 

3:10 the grace of God given to me Refers to God enabling the Apostle Paul to plant new churches, especially the 

one in Corinth. 

master builder Refers to the person who directs a construction project. 

a foundation Figuratively refers to Jesus Christ (2:2; 3:11), who is essential to the stability of the church community. 

how he is building upon it Refers to instruction for the believers’ growth in being Christlike (see Acts 18:27–28). 

3:12 gold, silver, precious stones, wood, grass, straw The six items listed here collectively represent building 

materials that are compatible with the foundation of the building—Jesus Christ. The OT lists gold, silver, and precious 

stones as building materials of the temple, which Paul mentions in 1 Cor 3:16–17 (e.g., 1 Chr 22:14–16; 29:2; 2 Chr 

3:6). 

3:13 day See note on 1 Cor 1:8; note on 1 Thess 5:2. 

with fire Symbolizes testing and judgment. This judgment does not refer to a person’s salvation, but to the quality of 

work done by those who labor on the foundation of Jesus Christ. 

the fire itself will test Fire consumes combustible and worthless materials such as wood, grass, and straw (1 Cor 

3:12). Though “fire” may purify or refine the quality of something, in this context it tests and exposes the quality of 

the builder’s materials. 

3:14 receive a reward A builder only received payment upon the completion of a project. Although Paul does not 

specify the reward here, it may include greater responsibility (Matt 25:21), praise from God (1 Cor 4:5), and the 

satisfaction of having one’s work endure testing by fire. 

3:15 he will suffer loss Implies that the builders (leaders or teachers) will not receive payment because their work 

was consumed. These builders didn’t use sound instruction. Instead, they used their own wisdom, which resulted in 

the weakening of believers rather than their strengthening and growth (compare v. 12 and note). 

but so as through fire As in v. 13, the nature of this fire is evaluative, not punitive. 

3:16 God’s temple Extending his metaphor from v. 9, Paul now calls the Corinthian congregation “God’s temple”—

the location of His presence in the Spirit in that city. 

in you Paul uses the plural form of a Greek term to emphasize that the entire Church community is God’s temple (His 

dwelling place on earth), not just select individuals. 

3:17 destroys A result of disputes and poor teaching. See note on 1 Cor 3:15. 

God’s temple See note on v. 16. 

God will destroy this one God’s wrath will come upon those who attempt to destroy His metaphorical temple—the 

Corinthian church. Specifically, Paul is likely thinking of those who caused divisions within congregation (1:11–13; 

3:4). 

3:18 a fool See note on 1:18. 

3:19 wisdom of this world See note on 1:20. 
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one who catches Paul is asserting that the “wise” are really without understanding, a point he makes similarly in 

2:8. Compare Job 5:13. 

3:20 they are futile Paul quotes Psalm 94:11 to disparage human wisdom. 

3:21 let no one boast Paul’s instruction echoes Jer 9:24 (see note on 1 Cor 1:31). The Corinthian believers must no 

longer identify themselves by the ministers they prefer, because it is causing rivalry and strife in the community. 

all things are yours Paul reminds them that the ministers actually belong to the people being taught, not the other 

way around (v. 22). Paul subverts the Corinthians’ allegiance to individual leaders (being “of” a particular leader) by 

reminding them that they are all “of Christ” (v. 23). 

3:22 Paul or Apollos or Cephas See note on 1:12.7 

 

 

KINGDOM DYNAMICS 

 

3:1 True Spiritual Growth Requires God’s Word, THE WORD OF GOD. Beginning in 1 Cor. 2:10, 

Paul elaborates our need of Holy Spirit-given wisdom and revelation, and he ties this very firmly to our 

receiving the “words . . . which the Holy Spirit teaches” (2:13).  He immediately turns from these 

observations to an outright confrontation with the carnality of the Corinthians, attributing it to the 

shallowness of their intake of God’s Word (“not able to receive (solid food),” 3:2;  see also Heb. 5:12-14).  

 The demanding truth of this passage is that no amount of supposed spiritual insight or experience reflects 

genuine spiritual growth, if it is separated from our basic growth in the knowledge of God’s Word in the 

Bible.  Without this rootedness in the word, we may be deluded about our growth. Such “rootedness” is in 

truth and love, not merely in learning knowledge or accomplished study.  In order to experience true 

spiritual growth, we must spend time in the Word and separate ourselves from the hindrances of 

lovelessness, competitiveness, and strife. 

 

 

3:1 See section 4 of Truth-In-Action at the end of 1 Cor. 

3:5 Three illustrations put the religious leaders in whom the Corinthians were glorying into proper perspective (3:5-

4:5). You are God’s field: The first example, from agriculture, shows their essential equality, but stresses that they 

have nothing to boast about since God gives the increase. They have individual rewards, but in terms of goals and 

servanthood they are one. 

3:9 You are God’s building: The second metaphor also shows the relative insignificance of religious leaders, but 

stresses their responsibility. Ministers are like building contractors with restricted permits to build only on the 

prescribed foundation (vv. 10, 11). In architecture, originality goes into the floor plan; so in the gospel, no man has 

authored original revelation, but only God in the Father’s wise plan, through the Son’s willing obedience, and by the 

Holy Spirit’s powerful working. 

3:12 To build on the foundation a building of durable material (gold, silver, precious stones) is to teach sound 

doctrine and live a life of fidelity to the truth, thus leading converts to spiritual maturity. To build with perishable 

material (wood, hay, straw) is to provide inadequate or unsound teaching or to compromise the truth by 

demonstrating a life-style that contradicts or fails to model it. 

3:13 The quality of each builder’s work will be tested on the Day of the Lord’s return. Every leader will stand 

accountable before the Lord Christ—Builder of His church (Matt. 16:18; 2 Cor. 5:10; Heb. 13:17). 

3:14 The reward is not salvation, which Scripture teaches is a free gift, but a reward for faithful service. 

 
7 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. 

(2012, 2016). Faithlife Study Bible (1 Co 3:1–22). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
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3:15 The loss is the reward this builder might have received, not his salvation. As through fire: This person will 

have a narrow escape, like someone fleeing from a burning building, who loses all his possessions and saves only 

his life. 

3:16 The building is identified as God’s temple, made holy by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. Here the 

temple of God is the local church. In 6:19 it is the individual Christian’s body, and in Eph. 2:20, 21 it is the church 

universal. 

3:17 See section 1 of Truth-In-Action at the end of 1 Cor. 

3:17 Paul does not specify how one may destroy the temple of God, that is, the church. The word means “to ruin 

through corrupting or seducing,” thus any number of unworthy, immature or crude means may apply. It may be by 

false teaching, by pride and spite, or by immorality. Paul does make it clear, however, that one defiling will himself 

be brought to ruin. 

3:18 Quotations from Job 5:13 and Ps. 94:11 shame the Corinthians for glorying in the wisdom of their religious 

leaders. 

 

WORD WEALTH 

 

3:19 craftiness, panourgia (pan-oorg-ee-ah); Strong’s #3834: Versatile cleverness, astute knavery, 

sophisticated cunning, unscrupulous conduct, evil treachery, deceptive scheming, arrogant shrewdness, and 

sly arrogance. Used only five times in the NT, it refers to Satan’s deceiving Eve (2 Cor. 11:3); the 

Pharisees’ trying to trick Jesus (Luke 20:23); the deception of false teachers (Eph. 4:14); the self-

entrapment of the worldly wise (1 Cor. 3:19); and the improper method of presenting the gospel (2 Cor. 

4:2). 

 

 

3:21 Here is a conclusive word against exclusive sectarian thinking. All are yours: the apostles have been gifted, 

not in order that the Corinthians might serve them, but in order that the apostles might serve the Corinthians. The 

appeal is for all believers to see that the leaders they have been given are from Christ (Eph. 4:7-11) and thus are not 

to be pitted against one another by those who have received them.8 

CHAPTER 3 

1. Carnal (σαρκίνοις). Made of flesh. See on Rom. 7:14, and on flesh, Rom. 7:5. 

Babes (νηπίοις). From νη not, and ἔπος a word. Strictly, non-speakers. Compare the Latin infans. Strongly 

contrasted with perfect; see on ch. 2:6. 

2. I fed (ἐπότισα). Lit., I gave you to drink. An instance of the rhetorical figure zeugma, by which one verb is 

attached to two nouns, of which it only snits the meaning of one, but suggests a verb suitable for the other. Thus “gave 

to drink” is applied to meat as well as to milk. For another illustration see hindering (A. V. and Rev., forbidding), 1 

Tim. 4:3. 

3. Carnal (σαρκικοί). Here the milder word is used (see ver. 1), having the nature of flesh. In ver. 1, Paul would 

say that he was compelled to address the Corinthians as unspiritual, made of flesh. Here he says that though they have 

received the Spirit in some measure, they are yet under the influence of the flesh. 

4. Another (ἕτερος). See on Matt. 6:24. Not merely another, numerically, but another of different affinities and 

prepossessions. 

Carnal. The best texts read ἄνθρωποι men. Are ye not mere men? 

 
8 Hayford, J. W. (Ed.). (1997). Spirit filled life study Bible (electronic ed., 1 Co 2:14–3:21). 

Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 
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But ministers. Omit but, and place the interrogations after Paul and Apollos, respectively, as Rev. For ministers 

see on Matt. 20:26; Mark 9:35. Servants, not heads of parties. 

6. Planted—watered—gave the increase (ἐφύτευσα—ἐπότισεν—ηὔξανεν). The first two verbs are in the 

aorist tense, marking definite acts; the third is in the imperfect, marking the continued gracious agency of God, and 

possibly the simultaneousness of His work with that of the two preachers. God was giving the increase while we 

planted and watered. There is a parallel in the simultaneous work of Satan with that of the preachers of the word as 

indicated by the continuous presents in Matt. 13:19. See note there. 

7. Anything. The devoted Angélique Arnauld, of Port Royal, when her sister condoled with her on the absence 

of her confessor, Singlier, replied: “I have never put a man in God’s place. He can have only what God gives him; and 

God gives him something for us only when it is His will that we should receive it through him.” 

9. God’s. In this and the two following clauses, God is emphatic. “It is of God that ye are the fellow-workers.” 

Husbandry (γεώργιον). Rev., in margin, tilled land. Only here in the New Testament. Bengel says: “Embracing 

field, garden, and vineyard.” 

Building (οἰκοδομή). Paul’s metaphors are drawn from the works and customs of men rather than from the works 

of nature. “In his epistles,” says Archdeacon Farrar, “we only breathe the air of cities and synagogues.” The abundance 

of architectural metaphors is not strange in view of the magnificent temples and public buildings which he was 

continually seeing at Antioch, Athens, Corinth, and Ephesus. His frequent use of to build and building in a moral and 

spiritual sense is noteworthy. In this sense the two words οἰκοδομέω and οἰκοδομή occur twenty-six times in the New 

Testament, and in all but two cases in Paul’s writings.* Peter uses build in a similar sense; 1 Pet. 2:5. See edify, 

edification, build, Acts 9:31; Rom. 15:20; 1 Cor. 8:1; 1 Cor. 8:10, where emboldened is literally built up, and is used 

ironically. Also Rom. 14:19; 15:2; 1 Cor. 14:3; Eph. 2:21, etc. It is worth noting that in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 

while the same metaphor occurs, different words are used. Thus in ch. 3:3, 4, built, bullied, represent κατασκευάζω to 

prepare. In ch. 11:10, τεχνίτης artificer, and δημιουργὸς, lit., a workman for the public: A. V., builder and maker. 

This fact has a bearing on the authorship of the epistle. In earlier English, edify was used for build in the literal sense. 

Thus Piers Ploughman: “I shal overturne this temple and a-down throwe it, and in thre daies after edifie it newe.” See 

on Acts 20:32. In the double metaphor of the field and the building, the former furnishes the mould of Paul’s thought 

in vv. 6–9, and the latter in vv. 10–17. Edwards remarks that the field describes the raw material on which God works, 

the house the result of the work. 

10. Grace. The special endowment for his apostolic work. Compare Rom. 1:5, grace and apostleship: Rom. 12:3, 

6; Eph. 3:7, 8. 

Wise (σοφὸς). Skilful. See on Jas. 3:13. 

Master-builder (ἀρχιτέκτων). Only here in the New Testament. “The architect does not work himself, but is the 

ruler of workmen” (Plato, “Statesman,” 259). 

Foundation. The importance which Paul attached to the foundation was figured by the care employed in laying 

the foundation of the great Ephesian temple. “To avoid the danger of earthquakes, its foundations were built at vast 

cost on artificial foundations of skin and charcoal laid over the marsh” (Farrar). 

12. If any man build, etc. It is important to have a clear conception of Paul’s figure, which must be taken in a 

large and free sense, and not pressed into detail. He speaks of the body of truth and doctrine which different teachers 

may erect on the one true foundation—Jesus Christ. This body is the building. The reference is to a single building, 

as is shown by ver. 16; not to a city with different buildings of different materials. The figure of Christ as the foundation 

of a city does not occur in the New Testament. To this structure different teachers (builders) bring contributions of 

more or less value, represented by gold, wood, hay, etc. These are not intended to represent specific forms of truth or 

of error, but none of them are to be regarded as anti-Christian, which would be inconsistent with building on the true 

foundation. It is plainly implied that teachers may build upon the true foundation with perishable or worthless 

materials. This appears in the history of the Church in the false interpretations of scripture, and the crude or fanatical 

preaching of sincere but ignorant men. The whole structure will be brought to a final and decisive test at the day of 
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judgment, when the true value of each teacher’s work shall be manifested, and that which is worthless shall be 

destroyed. The distinction is clearly made between the teacher and the matter of his teaching. The sincere but mistaken 

teacher’s work will be shown to be worthless in itself, but the teacher himself will be saved and will receive the reward 

of personal character, and not of good building. Luther alluded to this verse in his unfortunate description of the Epistle 

of James as “an epistle of straw.” 

Stubble (καλάμην). Not the same as κάλαμος a reed. See Apoc. 11:1; 21:15; and on 3 John 13. This word means 

a stalk of grain after the ears have been cut off. It was used for thatch in building. Virgil, “Aeneid,” 654, alludes to the 

temple of Jupiter Capitolinus with its roof bristling with stubble. 

15. Shall suffer loss (ζημιωθήσεται). He shall be mulcted, not punished. See on Matt. 16:26; Luke 9:25. 

He himself shall be saved. Compare Dante of Constantine: 

“The next who follows, with the laws and me, 

Under the good intent that bore bad fruit 

Became a Greek by ceding to the pastor; 

Now knoweth he how all the ill deduced 

From his good action is not harmful to him, 

Although the world thereby may be destroyed.” 

“Paradiso,” xx., 55–60. 

By fire (διὰ πυρός). Better, Rev., through fire. He will escape as through the fire that consumes his work, as one 

does through the flames which destroy his house. 

16. Temple (ναὸς). Or sanctuary. See on Matt. 4:5. Compare Eph. 2:21; 2 Cor. 6:16. 

17. Defile (φθείρει). Rev., more correctly, destroy. This is the primary and almost universal meaning in classical 

Greek. In a fragment of Euripides it occurs of dishonoring a female. Sophocles uses it of women pining away in 

barrenness, and Plutarch of mixing pure colors. The phrase seems to be used here according to the Jewish idea that the 

temple was destroyed or corrupted by the slightest defilement or damage, or by neglect on the part of its guardians. 

Ignatius says: “οἱ οἰκοφθόροι violators of the house (of God) shall not inherit the kingdom of God” (To the Ephesians, 

16). 

Which temple (οἵτινες). Temple is not in the Greek. The double relative which refers to the epithet holy; “of 

which holy character or class ye are.”* 

19. He taketh (ὁ δρασσόμενος). Cited from Job 5:13, but not following the Septuagint verbally. The verb occurs 

only here, meaning to grasp with the hand. Rev., more accurately, gives the force of the participle with the article, he 

that taketh. This is the only allusion to the book of Job in the New Testament, except Jas. 5:11. 

21. All things are yours. The categories which follow form an inventory of the possessions of the Church and 

of the individual Christian. This includes: the christian teachers with different gifts; the world, life, and things present; 

death and things to come. In Christ, death becomes a possession, as the right of way between things present and things 

to come. 

22. Things present (ἐνεστῶτα). See on Rom. 8:38. 

23. Ye are Christ’s. A summary of the title following the inventory. Compare Rom. 8:17.9 

 

 

 
9 Vincent, M. R. (1887). Word studies in the New Testament (Vol. 3, pp. 200–204). New York: 

Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
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1:18–3:4 Infants in Christ 

The Corinthian church showed a great misunderstanding of the essential truth of the gospel. The Corinthians evidenced 

a wrong concept of wisdom (1:18–2:5), a wrong concept of the gospel (2:6–13), and a wrong concept of spirituality 

(2:14–3:4). It must be remembered that God’s wisdom is something that those “without the Spirit” cannot accept 

(2:14–16). The Corinthians had an improper attitude regarding church leaders. They demonstrated they were “mere 

infants in Christ” (3:1–4). 

 

The above graffiti found in Rome (A.D. 200–250) shows a man kneeling before a crucified figure with a donkey’s 

head. This is an example of the contempt shown toward the importance placed by Christians on Christ’s crucifixion 

(see 1 Cor 1:20). 

THE CROSS OF CHRIST 

The crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth is the central event of the New Testament. The term “Cross of Christ” 

has come to stand for all that went into and flows out from that event. The cross of Christ points to the violent 

death of Jesus by means of a heinous Roman method of execution reserved for slaves and enemies of the 

state. This central event, therefore, is at the same time the “scandal” (Gal 5:11) of the Christian faith. 

Torturous executions of the ancient world had found their worst form in crucifixion. Josephus called it 

“the most wretched of deaths.” Already in Jesus’ own ministry “bearing your cross” was a mark of 

discipleship (Mark 8:34; Matt 10:38; 16:24; Luke 9:23; 14:27) and seemed to mark a readiness to follow 

even unto death for Christ’s sake. 

Jesus probably was stripped of all clothing and nailed to something like rough hewn boards that would 

have elevated Him but a few feet once secured in the ground. This elevation, or lifting up, Jesus also 

anticipated, referring to it in His conversation with Nicodemus (John 3:14). 

To the Jew, hanging was a sign of cursedness (Deut 21:23) and so the usefulness of the cross in God’s 

saving plan representing a turning around of the law and all the habits that had grown up around the law. To 

the Jews the “word of the cross” (1 Cor 1:18) was a scandal and not to be believed (1 Cor 1:28). To the 

Greeks it was madness and not to be believed (1 Cor 1:21). But to Paul the cross of Christ was the power and 

wisdom of God and alone was to be preached about Christ in the world (1 Cor 2:2–5; see Gal 3:1). 

In view of the victorious resurrection of Jesus, the cross now signifies atonement (Col 1:20; 2:4); unity 

of Jew and Gentile (Eph 2:16); baptism (Rom 6:3–11); self-denial of the believer (Phil 3:8); the believer’s 

self-identification with Christ and rejection of the world (Gal 2:20). Indeed, the living out of Christian faith 

has and must always see earthly existence through the cross of Christ. 

If anything, the Christian “world view” is cruciform: Christians live in a suffering world and remind 

themselves that even the goods they may hold are perishing and often promote death (see 1 Cor 7:29–31). 

Christians at the same time are filled with joyful hope because Christ’s victory was already secure even while 

he hung upon His cross of suffering. 

 

3:5–9 Partners in God’s Work 

Paul and Apollos were not in competition with each other. They were partners in the work of God. One “planted” 

while another “watered.” Each one did his part, but God brought about the growth (3:5–9). 

3:10–23 Christ the Foundation 

The foundation of the church was not the church leaders but Jesus Christ. Each person builds on this foundation. What 

is built may be something valuable or something worthless. Final evaluation of the value of one’s work will be revealed 

at the day of judgment. Paul explained the condition for rewards (3:10–17) with appropriate warnings for leaders and 

followers (3:18–23).10 

 

 
10 Dockery, D. S. (Ed.). (1992). Holman Bible Handbook (pp. 687–688). Nashville, TN: Holman 

Bible Publishers. 
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Name 

The name Apollos (Ἀπολλῶς, Apollōs) is the abbreviated form of Apollōnios (Ἀπολλώνιος, Apollōnios). An 

alternative spelling, Apellēs (Ἀπελλῆς, Apellēs), is attested in the Western text, designated as Codex D (Metzger, 

Textual Commentary, 222–36, 412). 

Apollos in Acts 

Acts 18:24 introduces Apollos as a Jew and a native of Alexandria. Since Alexandria was the cultural and 

educational center of the Hellenistic world, Apollos would have been raised in a context of both Greek and Jewish 

scholarship. Luke goes on to describe Apollos as λόγιος (logios), which is translated as either a “learned” (cultured) 

or “eloquent” (BDAG, 598). While “learned” emphasizes the extent of his knowledge, “eloquent” emphasizes his 

skill as a rhetorician. In Litfin’s view, the translation “eloquent” agrees with Paul’s description of him in 1 

Corinthians, although the two ideas overlapped in some regards in the ancient world (Litfin, Paul’s Theology of 

Proclamation, 123). Luke also describes Apollos as “competent” or “capable” (δυνατός, dynatos; BDAG, 264). 

Ministry in Ephesus and Corinth (Acts 18:23–19:1) 

Luke records that because Apollos had been “instructed (κατηχέω, katēcheō) in the way of the Lord,” he displayed a 

“burning zeal” (literally, “fervent in spirit,” ζέων τῷ πνεύματι, zeōn tō pneumati) in his speaking and teaching 

(BDAG, 426). However, he possessed a limited knowledge of things pertaining to Jesus and was acquainted only 

with the work of John the Baptist (Acts 18:25). When Priscilla and Aquila heard Apollos speaking “boldly” 

(παρρησιάζεσθαι, parrēsiazesthai) in the synagogue in Ephesus, “they took him aside and explained the way of God 

more accurately” (Acts 18:26 ESV). 

Apollos then left Ephesus for Corinth, having received letters of recommendation from the Ephesian believers 

(Acts 18:27). Ker suggests the Ephesian believers may have encouraged Apollos to go to Corinth (Ker, “Paul and 

Apollos,” 78). Bruce suggests Apollos was a traveling merchant (Bruce, Paul, 256). According to Acts 18:28, his 

ministry in Corinth was highly effective, as he “greatly helped those who through grace had believed, for he 

powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus” (Acts 18:28 ESV). 

Apparently the negative reception Paul had received earlier (Acts 18:5–17) did not dissuade Apollos from directly 

confronting the Jews in public debate, perhaps in the very synagogue that had given Paul trouble (Acts 18:6). 

Familiarity with John the Baptist 

Acts 19:1 records that when Paul arrived in Ephesus, he encountered some disciples who, like Apollos, had only 

known the baptism of John and had not heard of the Holy Spirit. Apollos and these disciples’ familiarity with the 

teachings of John the Baptist is somewhat puzzling. Apollos’ Alexandrian upbringing makes it unlikely that he was 

an early disciple of John the Baptist. The addition that Apollos was instructed “in his own country” in the Western 

text of Acts 18:25 (Codex D) further suggests he was not a follower of John the Baptist in Palestine. According to 

Metzger, although this reading is probably not original, it likely reflects the historical situation regarding the 

expansion of Christianity to Alexandria by AD 50 (Metzger, Textual Commentary, 413). The clearest explanation is 

that while he lived in Alexandria (or, less likely, Jerusalem), Apollos learned of the earthly life and teachings of 

Jesus from the disciples of John, who continued spreading John’s teaching after his death. This means that Apollos 

(and the disciples in Acts 19:1) had not yet heard of Christian baptism and the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day 

of Pentecost. Acts 19:5 records that Paul baptized the disciples familiar with John the Baptist “in the name of Lord 

Jesus.” However, the New Testament does not record whether Apollos himself received Christian baptism. 

Paul and Apollos in 1 Corinthians 

In his reprimand of the Corinthians for their devotion to various Christian leaders, Paul mentions Apollos as one of 

the Church’s influential leaders, along with himself, Cephas, and especially Christ. Apparently Apollos’ teaching in 

Corinth had led to the formation of a group of disciples who aligned themselves under him. Apollos’ highly 

effective ministry had incited jealousy and strife among them (1 Cor 3:3). 

Cultural Context 

According to Winter, Paul’s teachings in this section reflect the cultural tendency to identify oneself with a 

particular sophist—”rhetoricians whose ability in oratory was such that they could both secure a public following 

and attract students to their schools” (Winter, Philo and Paul, 4–5). Winter argues that Sophists enjoyed immense 

popularity in Corinth and other Greek cities, as their profession allowed them to exert considerable influence in the 

assemblies and courts and before powerful rulers. They gained large groups of loyal disciples and students seeking 

to gain social advancement by associating themselves with them (Winter, After Paul Left Corinth, 33). Intense 
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competition among sophists led to abusive verbal exchanges, which filtered down to the students, who considered 

themselves superior to the disciples of other sophists (Winter, After Paul Left Corinth, 31–40). Mihaila argues that 

the citizens of a typical city would view themselves as the patrons of the sophists (Mihaila, Paul-Apollos, 83–84). 

Paul’s reprimand in 1 Cor 1:11 suggests that the Corinthians held a similar outlook toward respective Christian 

teachers and speakers. Their attachment to one leader over against another had occasioned boasting, driven by a 

worldly view of “wisdom” and spiritual elitism. 

Paul’s Response 

Paul attributes the Corinthians’ improper views of himself and Apollos to the Corinthians’ being “still of the flesh” 

(1 Cor 3:1–4). In 1 Corinthians 3:5, Paul asks the Corinthians what role he and other leaders hold, asking, “What 

(Τί, Ti) then is Apollos? What is Paul?” (ESV; compare “who” in KJV, NKJV, NLT). He goes on to state that 

Apollos and he are “servants” (διάκονοι, diakonoi) to whom God has assigned different but equally important tasks 

(e.g., “I planted, Apollos watered”) so that both depend on God (1 Cor 3:6–8). As “fellow workers” (συνεργοί, 

synergoi), they labor in God’s field and construct God’s building (1 Cor 3:9). 

Paul calls for an end to boasting in human leaders, reversing the claims of 1 Cor 1:12 by declaring, “All things 

are yours” (1 Cor 3:22). He argues that the Corinthians do not belong to Paul, Apollos, or Cephas; rather, these 

leaders serve them because they all belong to Christ, who in turn belongs to God (1 Cor 3:23). In contrast to the 

secular world, where sophists depended on endorsements to gain positions of influence, Paul affirms his and 

Apollos’ accountability to God alone as the “servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor 4:1–5 

ESV). Paul demonstrates that his relationship to Apollos as a fellow servant of God should be a model for them. 

Paul’s antisophistic modus operandi in 1 Cor 2:1–5, as well as his comments elsewhere in the section, should 

not be considered veiled criticisms of Apollos’ rhetorical abilities. The divisions among the Corinthians were not 

due to Apollos but to the immature “hero-worship” they had absorbed from their worldly surroundings. 

Apollos in Titus 

In Titus 3:13, Paul writes to his associate Titus, “Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; 

see that they lack nothing” (Titus 3:13 ESV). The text implies that Zenas and Apollos had been given the 

responsibility of carrying Paul’s letter to Titus, which indicates that Apollos had remained in occasional association 

with Paul throughout his ministry. 

Apollos and Hebrews 

Apollos has emerged in scholarly circles as a candidate for the authorship of the anonymous book of Hebrews. 

Reasons that Apollos has been proposed include: 

• His Alexandrian background 

• His knowledge of Scripture 

• His rhetorical gifts 
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